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Executive Summary
The Town of Oakland received a small matching grant in July 2021 from the State of Florida, Department
of State, Division of Historical Resources (Grant No. 22.h.sm.100.016). The goal of this grant project is to
develop a preservation and management plan for the Historic African-American Cemetery (8OR9567)
located in and owned by the Town of Oakland, Orange County, Florida. This grant project also seeks to
develop recommendations for public outreach and educational opportunities administered through the
Healthy West Orange Art and Heritage Center.
Cardno was contracted by the Town of Oakland in August 2021 to develop a cemetery preservation and
management plan for the Town’s Historic African-American Cemetery (8OR9567). An interdisciplinary team
of senior Cardno staff including historians, archaeologists, geologists and restoration ecologists conducted
site vegetation clearing, a condition assessment survey, historic research, and a follow up site visit between
October 2021 and February 2022.
Overgrown vegetation removal and maintenance has been identified as a priority task throughout this
project and in future work at the cemetery site. The prolonged lack of maintenance at the site poses a threat
to the successful stabilization and long-term preservation of this historic resting place. The Town of Oakland
should continue to elicit grant funds to offset the expense of vegetation removal, maintenance, and the
implementation of desired improvements. Further cost offsets can be achieved through the development of
an internal volunteer organization and through partnership with external volunteer resources.
Cardno prepared this report to outline the methods and procedures followed for the completion of the
Condition Assessment Report (CAR), to record the results of the field surveys, to identify areas of
improvement, and to provide recommendations and guidance for the preservation of Oakland’s Historic
African-American Cemetery (8OR9567). This survey and report are intended to be used as a tool for the
preservation of this historic cemetery site that enriches the collective heritage of the Town of Oakland.
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1

Introduction

The Town of Oakland Planning and Zoning Department applied for and received a small matching grant in
July 2021 from the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Historical Resources (Grant No.
22.h.sm.100.016). The purpose of the grant was to conduct an assessment of the Historic African-American
Cemetery (8OR9567) and develop a preservation and management plan for this important historical
heritage site. Located in Orange County, Florida at 16789 West Colonial Drive (SR-50) in the Town of
Oakland, the cemetery rests on approximately 2.903 acres which was deeded to the Town of Oakland in
2014. Further goals of this grant project extend beyond stabilization of the cemetery and include
recommendations for public outreach and education in collaboration with the Healthy West Orange Art and
Heritage Center and other partners.
In August 2021, the cultural resources department of Cardno was contracted by the Town of Oakland to
develop a cemetery preservation and management plan for the Town’s Historic African-American Cemetery
(8OR9567). An initial site visit and meetings with the Town of Oakland and community members in
September 2021, identified an immediate need for a focused vegetation remediation in advance of the
primary cemetery assessment. Despite previous clearing efforts, the cemetery had become inundated by
overgrown vegetation which required removal to facilitate a site assessment by Cardno staff.
Cardno conducted a selective site vegetation clearing, a condition assessment survey, and historic
research between October 2021 and February 2022. The November 2021 fieldwork utilized an
interdisciplinary approach by senior Cardno staff including historians, archaeologists, geologists and
restoration ecologists. This approach afforded the team the ability to assess the current status of the
cemetery across an array of disciplines and resulted in the development of a comprehensive plan that
addresses multiple objectives within the scope of a single project.
This document is divided into seven sections which begin with a historic background, a discussion of
previous work at the site, and a condition assessment report. These sections are followed by the cemetery
preservation and management plan which includes recommendations with a prioritized list of continued
work at the site and guidance for achieving plan goals.
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2

Location and Boundary Information

Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery (8OR9567) is located along the western edge of Orange
County at 16789 West Colonial Drive (SR-50), Town of Oakland, Florida (Figure 1). The 2.903-acre parcel
(parcel ID 272229000000004) rests within Section 29, Township 22 South, Range 27 East, of the Clermont
East quadrangle USGS topographic map (Figure 2). The cemetery is situated on the north side of West
Colonial Drive (State Road 50) centrally located within the Town’s boundary (Figure 3). The Longleaf at
Oakland plat obtained through a search of Public Records of the Orange County Clerk of Circuit Court
(OCCCC) shows the location of the cemetery within the recently constructed residential development
(Figure 4; Plat Book 95 Page 97, Sheet 2 of 12). The plat also clearly depicts the easements and rights-ofway that surround the cemetery parcel. Using available public resources and data collected during field
survey, Cardno developed site plans of the cemetery which include overview and detailed maps of the
cemetery’s current boundary, its orientation to adjacent roadways, perimeter fencing, grave marker
locations and sinkhole boundary (Figure 5).
Analysis of available maps, parcel boundaries and locational data collected during Cardno’s field survey
indicates that the current mapped boundary of the parcel is accurate. The current cemetery perimeter fence
sits within the parcel boundary and adequately mirrors the extent of the parcel. While a newer brick and
wrought-iron fence runs along the north and east, an older chain link fence constitutes the south and west
portion of the perimeter fence. Field survey confirmed the chain link fence has been damaged in several
areas. The Town of Oakland has an existing plan to replace the chain link fence using similar materials as
those present on the north and west portions of the perimeter fence. Cardno recommends that new fencing
installation follow the official surveyed parcel boundary in the south and southwest and follow the current
chain link fence line on the west, which skirts the sinkhole. Encroachment into the cemetery thus reducing
the size or length of the perimeter fence should be avoided as construction may impact the burials it
contains.
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3

Overview of Work Completed

3.1

Site visit and project meetings

Cardno staff met with Town of Oakland officials and community members throughout the month of
September 2021 to discuss project goals and aspects of the cemetery, the land, and surrounding area.
Some key short- and long-term goals expressed during these meetings are listed below.
•

Stabilization/Preservation of cemetery,

•

Maintain the natural aesthetic,

•

Locating a suitable path for a meandering trail,

•

Information kiosk onsite with historic data,

•

Dissemination of information about the cemetery to the public and community youth, and

•

Permanent markers to place alongside deteriorated temporary markers and PVC marked burials.

Additionally, during the initial cemetery site visit, it became apparent that despite several efforts to clear
excess vegetation from the property in the past, the cemetery had once again become consumed by the
natural environment (Figure 6). It was expected at the outset of the project that vegetation clearing would
be necessary in order to begin stabilizing the site, to adequately assess the current status of the cemetery,
and properly document the area. Cardno anticipated this need and it was determined during a joint meeting
that a selective vegetation clearing would be conducted by Cardno to facilitate the assessment.

3.2

Preliminary Vegetation Clearing

On November 9 and 10, 2021, Cardno archaeologists and restoration ecologist Annie Otto led a team of
specialists in a selective vegetation removal effort at the site. Due to project constraints, a section near the
center of the cemetery with the highest density of identifiable grave markers was prioritized for this clearing
effort (Figure 7). Areas of heavy ground cover and invasive species around the cluster of markers were
specifically targeted.
All selective clearing services were conducted pursuant to Orange County and the Town of Oakland Code
of Ordinances regarding clearing and tree protection. Target species included nuisance exotic vegetation,
such as bowstring hemp (Dracaena trifasciata), and native ferns such as Boston fern (Nephrolepis exaltata).
Small understory trees included cherry laurel (Prunus serotina), Chinaberry (Melia azedarach), and
cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto).
The clearing effort consisted of trimming of underbrush (small understory trees, approximately <2-inches
diameter at breast height) and ground vegetation impeding the clear identification of extant markers (metal
markers and PVC posts) and headstones (Figure 8). Town of Oakland staff aided in the removal of bulk
trimming waste from the site.
The preliminary clearing was accomplished through the use of gas-powered weed-eaters and manual tools
with close oversight by a restoration ecologist and senior archaeologist. Deteriorated temporary metal
markers, stone markers and cemetery related artifacts were located and strung with high visibility flagging
tape to distinguish them in the heavy undergrowth. This method of careful clearing allowed for the selective
removal of excess vegetation to facilitate the assessment of grave markers and their condition with no
adverse impacts to the site.
While the prioritized area was cleared adequately to conduct the project assessment, the cemetery as a
whole remains inundated by vegetation specifically around the periphery and along the south and southwest
fence line. Furthermore, the Florida climate is favorable for rapid growth and regrowth of flora year-round.
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Therefore, any clearing efforts are quickly undermined when a property is not subjected to a regularly
scheduled trimming program. Additionally, the field crew noted that the cemetery’s perimeter fencing has
been damaged in a number of locations due to tree fall in overgrown areas inside and outside the cemetery.
This is evident most frequently along the southern fence line. Some of the damage appears to be caused
by deteriorating trees in overgrown areas located outside the cemetery perimeter fence.

3.3

Assessment

Between November 29 and December 3, 2021 an interdisciplinary team of Cardno staff consisting of a
Senior Historian, Senior Archaeologists, Restoration Ecologists and Geologists conducted a site
assessment of the Town of Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery (8OR9567). During the
assessment fieldwork the crew provided additional clearing of vegetation, cleaning and identification of
grave markers, along with comprehensive documentation and mapping of the site. Complete descriptions
of the assessments are detailed in Section 5 of this document.
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Archival Research

Cardno conducted archival and background research to provide context and data to support the project.
Sources of background information included:
>

Healthy West Orange Arts and Heritage Center at the Town of Oakland (HWOAHC);

>

Winter Garden Heritage Foundation;

>

Ancestry.com online databases;

>

FamilySearch.org online database of Florida death certificates, 1877-1939;

>

The Orlando Sentinel
Newspaperarchive.com;

>

Florida Master Site File;

>

Orange County Public Library System;

>

Orange County Clerk of the Court, Official Records and Plat Maps;

>

United States Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office;

>

State of Florida Board of Trustee’s Land Database System;

>

Florida State Archives;

>

Orange County Regional History Center; and

>

Local residents Betty Wade, Mona Phipps, and Mike Parker.

4.1

and

other

historic

newspapers

on

Newspapers.com

and

Narrative History

Notes on nomenclature: While “African American” is most generally in use and the accepted term today,
other names have been used historically. When a direct quotation or proper name is used in this discussion,
the one from the source material, whether it was “colored, “negro,” “black,” or “African American,” was used
here.
4.1.1

The First Inhabitants

Human habitation in the Oakland area dates ten to twelve thousand years into the past when the
Paleoindians hunted these lands, drawn by the availability of fresh water and abundant stone resources for
making tools. As the climate warmed and sea levels rose, changing the types of food resources available,
Native Americans adapted, using different types of tools, developing ceramic technologies and more
complex social organizations. During the Late Archaic period from 3000 to 500 BC, the water level rose,
major wetland systems developed, and environmental conditions became close to modern day levels
(Watts and Hansen 1988:307-23).
A transition occurred as people moved from a more transitory lifestyle to these permanently settled
locations. The advent of significant ceramic technology allowed for the exploitation of a wider variety of
subsistence plants and animals and a more sedentary lifestyle. Over a period of two thousand years, the
prehistoric population of Florida grew in number and social complexity, with increasing trade relationships
between villages here and elsewhere in the eastern part of the continent (Milanich 1994).
By the time European explorers came to Tampa Bay in the sixteenth century, the area was inhabited by
several chiefdoms with a strong reliance on maritime resources. The Timucua, which included the smaller
divisions of Ocale and Potano, lived in the vicinity of present-day Ocala. Several hundred villages once
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occupied the region, some with as many as 200 houses. Florida’s native inhabitants experienced several
social disruptions after the arrival of the Europeans, from warfare to epidemic disease. New political
alliances, religious beliefs, and foodways also contributed to the decline of groups such as the Timucua
Indians. At the same time that the native groups were dying out or leaving Florida, pressures from the north,
from the European colonies in America, were forcing Southeastern tribes into Florida where they ultimately
became part of the Seminole tribe (Milanich 1994; McCarthy and Jernigan 2001:11).
4.1.2

The Spanish and British Periods

The earliest European attempts to colonize Florida occurred during the early sixteenth century with the
entradas of Ponce de Leon (1513, 1521), Pánfilo de Narváez (1528), and Hernando de Soto (1539-1540).
Pánfilo de Narvaez landed near Tampa Bay and trekked into the interior of Florida, reaching the Apalachee
region of west Florida in several months. Narvaez died later in the year when his fleet sank. Two survivors,
Cabeza de Vaca and Estevan, began their ten-year trek from northwestern Florida, across southern North
America, representing the first contact of Europeans with many indigenous groups of the Southeast, Texas,
and Southwest. Cabeza de Vaca’s account of his journey is the only account of the Narvaez expedition,
and it influenced subsequent explorers, particularly Hernando de Soto who landed near Tampa Bay in 1539
and proceeded to march inland through Florida in search of gold (Figure 9; Clayton, Knight, and Moore
1993). In what is now southwestern Marion County, de Soto passed through the Timucuan province of
Ocale. From Ocale, he led exploratory missions into Levy and Alachua counties before reuniting his forces
at the Santa Fe River (Gannon 1996:16-39). De Soto continued his trek north into Georgia and then headed
west, where he eventually died west of the Mississippi River on May 21, 1542 (Milanich and Hudson 1993).

These early Spanish efforts, which focused on Florida’s west coast, were largely unsuccessful and were
followed by a similarly ineffective attempt along the east coast. French settlements and military fortifications
on Florida’s east coast in the sixteenth century undermined Spanish claims to Florida, as well as threatening
Spanish fleets sailing through the Straits of Florida. King Phillip sent Pedro Menendez de Aviles to Florida
with orders to get rid of the French threat. Menendez arrived in Florida 1565, quickly dispatched the French,
and established St. Augustine.
By 1684, the Spaniards’ ability to finance and manage their various ventures in the New World was faltering;
support from the homeland was on the decline. The English, who had settled in Charleston, South Carolina,
had begun to influence the Indians to overthrow the Spanish in Florida. By 1763, the British gained control
over Florida and demolished most of the Spanish missions. In an effort to gain a foothold, Britain granted
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large tracts of land in Florida with the hope that these would encourage settlement. Several of these land
grants were developed as plantations. England governed Florida until 1783 when the Treaty of Paris
returned Florida to Spain. However, Spanish control remained minimal during this second period of
ownership (Tebeau 1971).
4.1.3

The Seminole Wars

The Seminole Indians are the result of a cultural fusion of different groups of Creek Indians and other related
tribes from the north, specifically areas of Georgia and Alabama. These groups migrated to the Florida
peninsula in the early 1700s as a result of the expansion of U.S. settlements and a number of military
defeats. The majority of these Creek migrations took place between 1716 and 1767, with other groups
arriving later in smaller numbers. The earliest arrivals were most likely not referred to as Seminole, since
this term only appeared in written accounts with regularity after 1763, or the end of the first Spanish period.
The word itself is thought to have derived from the Spanish word cimarrone, meaning wild or runaway
(Weisman 1989).
Immediately before the United States’ acquisition of Florida in 1821, tensions between encroaching
American settlers and the Seminole were on the rise, eventually leading to a series of three major conflicts
known as the Seminole Wars. The First Seminole War began in 1817 after an attack by the U.S. Army
under the command of General Andrew Jackson. This conflict only lasted until 1818, but under the Treaty
of Moultrie Creek, the Seminoles relinquished their lands in return for occupancy of approximately four
million acres of reservation south of Ocala. At the same time, the federal government started to implement
an Indian Removal policy which required the Seminole to leave the land that had been signed over to them
and to migrate to areas west of the Mississippi River. This policy intensified after Andrew Jackson became
president in 1829 (Mahon 1967:46-50; Ott and Chazall 1966:13-15; Tebeau 1971:154-58).
In 1824, a portion of St. Johns County was subdivided to create Mosquito County with Enterprise designated
as the county seat. County boundaries extended from near St. Augustine south to Key West and from the
east coast inland to Alachua County. During that decade, the federal government built a number of forts
around the perimeter of the Indian reservation. Those along the interior of the state were supplied by
steamboat along the Ocklawaha from the St. John’s River. In 1824, the U.S. Army established Cantonment
(later Fort) Brooke on Tampa Bay to maintain the Seminole reservation boundary. A road to Fort Brooke
(Tampa Bay) and Micanopy opened in 1826, followed by the establishment of Fort King (Ocala), in February
1827. After the passage of the Indian Removal Act in 1830, the federal government instituted a goal to have
all Seminoles removed from Florida within three years. Fort King served as a central location for the Indian
removal program in north central Florida, while Fort Brooke functioned as a major embarkation point. As
tensions grew, Seminole chief Osceola attacked Fort King in December 1835, while another band of
warriors attacked a company of soldiers traveling from Fort Brooke to Fort King led by Major Francis
Langhorne Dade. Only three of his men survived. This violence helped trigger the outbreak of the Second
Seminole War. During the war, the area around Lake “Ahapopka” (now Apopka) served as a refuge for the
Seminoles led by Chief Osuchee. Fort Mellon, situated near present-day Sanford, was the principal military
installation in the Orlando and eastern central Florida area, while Fort Gardiner was built at the headwaters
of the Kissimmee River. The Seminoles fought back against the Indian Removal policy, hiding many of their
family members in the Everglades. The war continued until 1842, after which time most Seminoles did
emigrate out of Florida (Ott and Chazal 1966:23-29; Tebeau 1971:146-162; Florida Preservation Services
1986:17).
In 1845, Florida officially joined the union as a state with Tallahassee designated as the state capital. In the
same year, Mosquito County, now renamed Orange County, relocated the county seat from Enterprise to
Mellonville (Figure 10). Developed around Fort Mellon on the south shore of Lake Monroe, the town was
soon renamed Sanford and served as the county seat until 1856. In that year, the seat again transferred to
Jernigan, which was renamed Orlando the following year (Franke 1984:8).
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The final conflict, the Third Seminole War, lasted from 1855 to 1858, a result of the continued efforts of the
American government to remove every last Seminole from the peninsula. Between 100 and 300 Seminoles
evaded capture and remained in the Everglades. The present-day Seminole and Miccosukee Tribes of
Florida and the Independent Seminole of Florida are direct descendants of the Seminole that could not be
forcibly removed during the Seminole Wars.
4.1.4

Oakland’s Early Years

Following the close of the Second Seminole War in 1842, the passage of the Armed Occupation Act brought
a rush of new settlers into the interior of the state. The act opened 200,000 acres to settlement but excluded
coastal lands and those within a two-mile radius of an army fortification. It was created to promote
settlement and protect the Florida frontier by providing that any family or single man over 18 and able to
bear arms could receive the title to 160 acres of land by building a dwelling, cultivating at least five acres of
land, and living on it for five years.
In order to convey the land, the federal government-initiated surveys of the Oakland area during this period.
Located in Township 22 South, Range 27 East, the cemetery is situated in the northeastern quarter of the
northwestern quarter of the northwestern quarter within Section 29. Henry Washington surveyed the
southern boundary of the township in 1843. The north, east; and west boundaries were surveyed by Charles
C. Tracy in 1846. Fred R. Loring laid out the sections in 1849. He noted an east-west road on the map
extending near the current location of State Road 50 and a pond along the line with Section 20. Finally,
John Otto Fries surveyed Deer Island in 1882 (Florida Department of Environmental Protection, State of
Florida (FDEP), Plat 1882 and Field Notes 1849).
By 1846, ten forts were constructed throughout the county. The forts provided security to settlers, and the
military supply routes established during this period brought new pioneers to the interior of the state. Drawn
by the rich soil, mild climate, and homesteading opportunities, early residents grew corn, cotton, sweet
potatoes, and sugar cane, while raising hogs and cattle. A native of South Carolina, James G. Speer moved
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to the shores of Lake Apopka with his wife and five children in 1854. With the closest post office in
Mellonville (later renamed Sanford), he owned real estate valued at $4,000 and his personal estate totaled
$6,600 in 1860. His holdings included one enslaved 40-year-old woman. Speer, his wife, Isophenia C.
Speer, their son, Arthur C. Speer, and grandson, James H. Sadler, made purchases in Section 29 starting
in 1860 and continuing through 1885. Speer purchased the future location of the African American
cemetery, in the northwest quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 29, in February 1883. (Figure 11;
FDEP, Tract Book, n.d.; Ancestry.com 1997; 2009a, 2010c; Robison and Andrews 1995:64-65; Historic
Property Associates 1995:31-38).

To the east, Henry Harrell and Murray Hudson established farms in 1857. Two years later, William Roper
brought a group from Georgia to homestead in the same area leading to the establishment of Winter
Garden. Tildenville, a settlement between Winter Garden and Oakland, formed around the home of Luther
F. Tilden who settled in the area in 1877. Dr. J.D. Starke settled near Lake Apopka during the same period
but left the hammocks near the lake for drier land after he contracted malaria. The settlement of Starke
Lake, later renamed Ocoee in 1886, formed around Starke’s new homestead on the east side of Lake
Apopka. Beulah, situated south of present-day State Road 50, was also established in the 1850s and
continued to grow until the railroad later bypassed the community (Bacon 1974:2-5; Robison and Andrews
1995:64-65; Historic Property Associates 1995:31-38).
4.1.5

Civil War and Reconstruction

In 1861, Florida, like other southern states, seceded from the Union prompting the outbreak of the Civil
War. Florida’s importance during the Civil War was primarily as a supplier of beef, salt, sugar, and
transporter of smuggled goods and weapons, as the state’s population was still too small to lend large
numbers of troops. After the war ended, this was still the frontier, and Florida had been a state for just 15
years before joining the Confederacy. Labor and money were both in short supply. Some returned to their
former homes in other states. The Homestead Act of 1866 opened public land subdivided into 80-acre
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farms in Florida to homesteaders who were either loyal Union supporters or freed slaves. Florida officially
returned to the Union on July 25, 1868 (Lees and Gaske 2014).
After the Civil War, most of the area farms focused on growing citrus and vegetables. Turpentine and lumber
also surged in popularity during this period. Between 1867 and 1880, the Orange County population grew
from 1,516 persons to almost 7,000, and the number of post offices grew from three to 37. County boosters
claimed around 45 public schools and approximately 45 churches of a variety of denominations in the
county by the early 1880s (Mason [1881]). The settlement which developed around James G. Speer’s
homestead, named Oakland, flourished as an industrial center by the 1860s with a sawmill, a grist mill, a
sugar mill, a cotton gin, and warehouses. By 1870, his real estate had increased in value to $12,000, with
his personal estate at $1,500. Although some African Americans lived nearby including Adam Shadrick,
Wesley and Mary Sherman, and Allen and Milley Sherman, the settlement around Speer was still grouped
into a much larger precinct serviced by the Clay Spring (later Wekiwa Springs) post office in the 1870
federal census. Although initially established in 1860 with William C. Roper as postmaster, the office was
discontinued in 1867. Soon thereafter, Speer was named the postmaster when an office was reestablished
in Oakland in 1877. The limited number of roads through the area prompted Oakland residents to form the
Apopka Canal Company in the late 1870s. Completed in 1887, the 12-mile Apopka-Beauclair Canal
permitted the shipment of crops from the Lake Apopka dock at Oakland through the canals and chain of
lakes, down the Oklawaha River to Welaka on the St. John’s River to Jacksonville (Bacon 1974:2-6;
Ancestry.com 2009b, 2010c; Robison and Andrews 1995:64-65; Historic Property Associates 1995:31-38;
ACI 2001:4-5-4-6; Winter Garden Heritage Foundation 2022).
The turning point for recovery of the state during Reconstruction was the arrival of the railroad. Burdened
by pre-Civil War railroad bond debt, Florida underwent a financial crisis during the Reconstruction period.
The 1881 purchase of four million acres of state lands by Hamilton Disston cleared the state’s debt, enabling
the distribution of land subsidies to railroad companies to entice them to construction lines throughout the
state. Railroad entrepreneur Henry Bradley Plant acquired the Jacksonville-Tampa-Key West Railroad
contracts and completed the construction of a rail line across the middle of the state to Tampa in 1884.
Other businessmen followed. Peter A. Demens, who owned the largest lumber and building materials
factory in the Longwood area, acquired the charter for the Orange Belt Railroad Company. Initially
incorporated to stretch from Lake Eustis to Eau Gallie, construction started in 1885 passing through
Piedmont and Clarcona before reaching Ocoee and Oakland in 1886. James G. Speer induced Peter
Demens to bring the Orange Belt to the town and to move the company’s operations from Longwood to
Oakland. In preparation for the arrival of the railroad, the town was platted in 1886 and incorporated in
1887, which was approved by the Florida legislature in 1891. The 180-acre townsite included 15 acres
dedicated to a depot and railroad shops and five acres for a public park. In 1890, the Tavares & Gulf
Railroad arrived in Oakland (Figure 12). The completion of the canal and the arrival of the two railroads in
town brought new settlers, businesses, and tourists to the area around Oakland. The construction and
establishment of a hotel, an opera house, a hospital, stores, a telegraph office, The Southern Sun
newspaper, and housing for the workers filled the town with activity. However, most of this early construction
was later destroyed by a fire in the late 1890s which destroyed the business district (Bacon 1974:9-20;
Mann 1983:68; Robison and Andrews 1995:51; Hill and Pledger 1939:A-17; Shofner 1995:33, 106-113;
Historic Property Associates 1995:32-33; ACI 2001:4-4-4-6).
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The Orange Belt Railroad finally extended to its terminus in St. Petersburg on the west coast of Florida in
1888. However, financial difficulties during its construction and early years of operation led the Plant system
to acquire the Orange Belt Railway in 1893. Afterwards, it operated as the Sanford & St. Petersburg
Railroad and the Florida Central and Peninsular Railroad. A number of other railroads which originated as
independent lines eventually consolidated with the Plant system. These included the Oviedo, Lake Charm
& Jesup Railroad, the Orlando and Winter Park Railway, the Tavares, Orlando and Atlantic Railroad, the
Sanford & Lake Eustis Railway, the Blue Spring, Orange City, and Atlantic Railway, the Sanford & Indian
River Railroad Company and the Florida Midland Railroad (Figure 13). The addition of the South Florida
Railroad Company and the Florida Southern Railway further enlarged Plant’s holdings which finally
consolidated into the Atlantic Coast Line in 1902. These lines facilitated the export of products, brought
tourists and new residents to the state, and fostered industries directly and indirectly associated with local
crops such as packing houses and canneries (Robison and Andrews 1995:166-67; Mann 1983:68; Shofner
1995:106-113; ACI 2001:4-5).
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In spite of the separation of Orange, Osceola, and Lake Counties in 1887, Orange County almost doubled
in population during the decade from 6,618 in 1880 to 12,584 in 1890 (Kendrick 1976:150). Although still
part of a much larger precinct in the 1880 census, most of the neighbors of James G. Speer were listed as
orange planters or laborers. Those listed as planters near Speer included John Harshberger, Charles Day,
John Merrell, Charles Caldwell, Dallas Jamison, James Campbell, George Campbell, Mary Seigren,
Newton Dugger, Frank Bray, David Austin, Newton Moore, R.L, Reeves, Joshua Reeves, Elizabeth
Dunaway, Luther F. Tilden, James Willis, David McNab, H. Zimmerman, J.B. Marshall, and Samantha Delk,
among others. Although the majority were white men along with a few white women, African Americans
Wesley Sherman and Willis Freeman were also listed as orange planters indicating that they owned land
in the area as well. Eli Williamson was another prominent African American landowner in the Oakland area.
Born in North Carolina in 1844, he married teacher Lizzie Patterson and homesteaded 200 acres
establishing a farm and citrus grove on Williamson Island, a peninsula in John’s Lake south of Oakland in
1882. The Orange County School Board of Instruction, which had formed in 1868, approved the opening
of an African American school in Oakland in 1887. The elected trustees included a Mr. Taylor, T. Crawford,
and J.S.P. Weston with J.C. Clark serving as the first teacher receiving a salary of $22 per month. The
school briefly closed in 1893 due to a lack of students with only seven pupils, but it reopened in 1894 only
to be closed again until 1905 (Ancestry 2010d; Winter Garden Heritage Foundation 2022; Bacon 1974:6869).
The loss of the headquarters of the Orange Belt Railroad left a hole in Oakland’s economy in the 1890s.
The Great Freeze of the winter of 1894 and 1895 severely impacted the citrus industry and the economy of
the entire region. Prior to the Great Freeze, Florida growers shipped over one billion oranges to market in
1894, but that amount plummeted to only three percent of that the following year. The series of freezes
during that winter not only destroyed the fruit on the trees, but also killed the trees. More than half of the
citrus trees in Orange County died from the freeze. Many residents migrated further south or closer to the
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coast. The farmers who remained diversified into winter
vegetables, cattle, ferneries, or naval stores. Those that
replanted in citrus formed cooperative associations and
packing houses to jointly market their produce. The
Orange County population dropped as a result of the
Great Freeze from 12,584 in 1890 to 11,374 in 1900 but
the citrus industry rebounded in the early twentieth
century (Robison and Andrews 1995:183; Franke 1984;
Kendrick 1976:150; ACI 2001:4-6; Winter Garden
Heritage Foundation 2022).
4.1.6

A New Century

By the 1900 federal census, the Oakland population,
now Precinct 14, had approximately 408 residents of
which 312 were white citizens from 90 families and 96
were African American occupants from 55 families.
Within 10 years, the population grew to 493 residents
with 314 white people representing 87 families and 179
African Americans from 51 families. Although most
inhabitants originated from other southern states, some
were born in Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Illinois,
Maryland, New York, Vermont, Michigan, Texas,
Oregon, and Kansas as well as the European countries
of England, Sweden, Ireland, Scotland, Denmark,
Germany, Austria, and Norway. Occupations for white
residents included hardware store operator, grocer, dry
goods merchant, physician, eye doctor, insurance
agent, dressmaker, boarding house landlady,
blacksmith, carpenter, and veterinary surgeon along
with the jobs associated with the railroad, farming, and
operation of the turpentine still. Positions held by the
African American population included day laborer,
farmer, fisherman, laborer at the turpentine camp, cook,
butler, restaurant merchant, and laundress. After
service by Josiah R. Wise and Josef Henschen as
postmasters from the 1880s into the new century,
Marion Maurice took over the duties in 1911
(Ancestry.com 2004b, 2006, 2010b). Nearby,
Tildenville never independently incorporated. A brief
description in the 1921 city directory noted that
Tildenville was “a small settlement between Winter
Garden and Oakland, No P.O. [Post Office] part of
residents are patrons of Winter Garden P.O. bal
[balance] of Oakland P.O.” (Miller 1921).

Oakland and
Winter Garden in
the 1910s: African

American Residents
Some of the African American residents listed
in the 1915-1916 city directory as residents of
Oakland included Reverend R.B. Bradley and
his wife Lucretia, A.C. Coleman, Charles and
Celia Green, Aaron Herriott, Harrison and
Delilah Hodges, David and Mamie Hopkins,
Thomas and Irene Johnson, Charles and
Fannie Jones, James and Mamie King, Samuel
and Eva Kinnard, Robert and Martha McClarey,
Samuel McFarland, Zeck and Louise McQuiller,
W.K. and Mary Maness, Cornelia and Rebecca
Patterson, Solomon and Petris Pierce, Robert
Pollard, Asa and Judith Purdie, Frank and Rosa
Riggins, William and Mary Riggins, Harmon
and Irene Robinson, David and Minnie
Simmons, Robert Simmons, Edward and Annie
Sutton, and George and Catherine Woodall.
Some of the black residents of Winter Garden
included John and Pearle Atkins, Walter and
Angie Anderson, William and Carrie Bolan,
Henry and Sarah Cohen, D.C. And Eugenia
Duncan, James and Lena Dyson, Daniel and
Lena Egderton, Daniel Ellis, Lawrence and
Elizabeth Fields, Joseph and Anna Hucklebee,
James and Mary Johnson, Reverend D.H. King
of the Macedonia Free Will Baptist Church,
John and Betta McCall, Charles and Dollie
McCoy, John and Flora McIntosh, Archie and
Etta McQueen, Dock and Rosa Mathis, Milton
and Willa Mathis, Henry and Elsie Murphy,
Henry and Gertrude Powell, William and Annie
Powell, Tony and Sarah Reed, and McKinley
and Chanie Williams (Miller & Mayfield 19151916:253-55, 259-64).

After a post office opened in Winter Garden in 1892 with Arthur Newton as postmaster, the town soon
incorporated in 1908 with 351 residents by 1910. Citrus cultivation and truck farms supported the Winter
Park and Oakland communities. Over the following decade, Winter Garden residents started a newspaper,
opened a citrus growers’ association, and organized a board of trade. Bert, Frank, and Fred Roper
established the Roper Brothers Packing and Shipping Company in Winter Garden in 1916. By 1920, the
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town was the third largest city in the county and served as a social, political, and economic center in western
Orange County (Ancestry.com 2010b; Historic Property Associates 1995:31; ACI 2001:4-7).
In 1910, Orange County, which included present-day Seminole County, had a population of 19,107. After
Seminole County was carved from Orange County in 1913, the Orange County population remained largely
steady at 19,890 in 1920 (Kendrick 1976:150; Historic Property Associates 1995:31). Orlando, Florida City
Directory published in 1915-1916 included a listing of Oakland and Winter Garden residents. According to
the directory, the overall population of Oakland numbered around 300 of which 55 adults were African
American. Most entries did not include occupations. Oakland’s African American school had reopened in
1905 with Mary Campbell serving as the teacher receiving $28 per month in salary. By 1912, teacher Perina
Watson requested an assistant teacher, but was instead granted an increase in pay in recognition of the
increase in the number of pupils she was teaching. In 1913, an additional month of school was approved
extending it to an eight-month term with classes held in the upper floor of the Masonic Hall at the corner of
Hull and Walker Streets. Meanwhile, Winter Garden was listed as having a population of 700 individuals,
75 of which were African American adults in the city directory. Initially drawn to work in the lumber and
turpentine industries, many African American workers stayed after they found work in the citrus and truck
farm industries. These Winter Garden residents included Charlie and Dollie McCoy, William H. and Annie
Powell, Reid and Sarah Toney, Wilson and Roxana Walker, Farley J. and Piddy Nichols, and Tyre Williams.
Many of them purchased property in the Loveless Addition, which was platted by J.S. Loveless in 1910
near the African American business district which evolved along Center Street in Winter Garden. It was
estimated that the African American community incorporated around 50 buildings by 1914. Henry Cohen’s
general store served not only as a place to purchase goods, but also a gathering spot for entertainment
provided by the piano. James Dyson operated a grocery store in the African American neighborhood by
1920 (Miller & Mayfield 1915-1916:253-55, 259-64; Ancestry.com 2010a: Winter Garden Heritage
Foundation 2022; Bacon 1974:69).
The new century brought new machinery and an improving road system which opened additional lands to
new development. As part of the Good Roads Movement, the Florida state legislature authorized counties
to levy taxes for road construction. The Association of County Commissioners 1912 meeting called for the
creation of the State Road Commission and a state highway system. The passage of the Bankhead Act
provided federal funds for the construction of roads which led to the establishment of the State Road
Department in 1915. At the time, few roads were paved with most still funded by local county and municipal
bonds, but this would change over the following decade (Figure 14).

Figure 14
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Lake Apopka and environs showing roads and railroads on the 1917 State Road
Map of Florida (Florida State Road Department 1917).
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Oakland Cemetery
Trustees

The earliest grave still marked in the cemetery dates
to January 1917 with several additional interments
over the following two years, all attributed to
pneumonia. Local residents have indicated that many
more interments, many of them children, occurred
during this period although they are now unmarked.
Some of these are likely evidence of the 1918
influenza pandemic known as Spanish flu which
spread worldwide following the United States’ entry
into World War I in 1917. With no vaccine and no
antibiotics, it was estimated that around 50 million
people died across the globe of which 675,000
individuals lived in the U.S. Although children younger
than five and seniors over 65 were highly susceptible,
the high mortality rate for adults 20 to 40 years of age
was unexpected and perhaps due to overcrowding
conditions common to the era as well as the worldwide
war. At the nation’s entry into the war, the armed
services employed around 378,000 troops, a number
which grew to 4.7 million soldiers by the end of the war
in 1918. The thousands of soldiers drafted and training
together, traveling to the warfront, and returning home
helped spread the pandemic throughout the U.S.
October 1918 remains the deadliest month of the
pandemic in the United States with 195,000 deaths
reported including the first case in Central Florida on
October 5 (CDC 2018; Owens 2004; Wade and Phipps
2020).
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Born in 1873, one of the cemetery trustees,
Georgia native Solomon M. Pierce, initially
moved to Ocoee before marrying his wife, Petris,
in 1904 and settling in Oakland. He was a farm
laborer, while his wife was initially listed as a
laundress in the census records. When he
registered for the draft for World War I in 1918,
he farmed for J.H. Sadler, the grandson of
Oakland founder James G. Speer. Although he
only had a fourth-grade education, he supported
education housing the African American school
teacher, Artie Patterson, in 1920. By 1940,
Solomon Pierce worked as the operator of a
citrus grove while living with his son and
daughter-in-law east of Oakland on State Road
22. His daughter, teacher Mallie Julia Pierce,
died in 1943 and was buried in the Oakland
African American Cemetery. In 1945, he still
worked in citrus, while his wife served as a nurse
midwife. Pierce died in 1948 (Ancestry.com
2004a, 2005, 2006, 2008a, 2010a, 2012).
Born in 1875 in North Carolina, Trustee James
Johnson married Mary Frederick in 1892 before
moving his family to Winter Garden around 1904
where he initially worked in the turpentine
industry. By 1910, he and his wife Mary had six
children. When he registered for the draft in 1918,
he worked for J.H. Sadler as a farm laborer in
Oakland like fellow trustee Solomon Pierce. His
19-year-old son, Robert Moses, died of
pneumonia during the pandemic of 1918 and was
buried in the Oakland African American
Cemetery (Ancestry.com 2005, 2006, 2010a;
FamilySearch.org 2021).
The third trustee, James Jefferson, was born in
North Carolina in 1879, but moved to Statesboro,
Georgia, to work in the turpentine industry soon
after his marriage to Jencie in 1898. By 1910, the
couple had moved their family to Oakland, where
he worked as a farm laborer on a truck farm and
his wife was a laundress. They owned their own
home free and clear of a mortgage and had at
least nine children (Ancestry.com 2004a, 2006,
2010a).
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4.1.7

Florida Land Boom

Propaganda advertising the state as a tropical paradise, mild winters, and an expanding road system led
to widespread development during the Florida Land Boom of the 1920s. Additional funding provided through
the first state gasoline tax in 1921 and approval of enormous road and bridge building bond issues by
municipalities led to additional road construction. By 1923, the state legislature had created a system of
state roads in which they assumed responsibility for road designation, construction, and maintenance. From
1925 to 1929, over 2,000 miles of highway and 17 miles of bridges were built in the state. By 1926, State
Road 22, which roughly follows the alignment of present-day State Road 438, was considered a major route
extending from the east coast to the west coast passing through Oakland (Figure 15). The completion of
paved roads and increasing number of automobiles drew businesses from locations near the railroad to the
roadside, and prompted the opening of roadside attractions, gas stations, restaurants, and motor courts to
service the traveling public (Florida State Road Department 1926; King 1991).
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Racial tensions heightened in the region following the
election day massacre in nearby Ocoee in 1920. When
African American citizen Mose Norman attempted to
exercise his right to vote, white citizens confronted him at
the polls. A mob consisting of 100 people later formed to
search for Norman, who was found in the home of July
Perry, a prominent member of the African American
community. The mob then proceeded to terrorize Ocoee’s
African American neighborhood on the north side of the
town. Numerous structures in the flourishing community
were burned with gunfire exchanged between whites and
blacks. In the melee, Norman reportedly escaped but was
never heard from again. Perry was taken to the home of
Judge John Cheney, who had encouraged Norman to vote,
where he was killed. Two white men were killed but the
exact number of African Americans who died has never
been determined. Many fled that night or soon thereafter
following threats and intimidation; property was confiscated
after fires destroyed documentation of ownership. Based
on the African American population in the 1920 federal
census, 495 black residents were driven out of the town.
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) estimated soon after the event that at
least 30 African Americans died. Some of those that
survived likely settled in nearby Oakland and Winter
Garden as African Americans avoided Ocoee until as
recently as the 1980s (Winter Garden Heritage Foundation
2022; City of Ocoee and the Florida Department of State
2019).
At the height of the Florida land boom, the 1925 Orlando
and Orange County Directory provided the following
description of Oakland,
An incorporated town, located on the A.C.L.
[Atlantic Coast Line] and T. & G. [Tavares & Gulf]
R.R.’s [railroads] and on Lake Apopka (the second
largest lake in the state), in Orange County, 17
miles west of Orlando, the judicial seat. Has a
bank, a good hotel, Baptist, Episcopal, Methodist
and Presbyterian churches, a crate and basket
factory and turpentine still. The principal industry is
the growing and shipment of vegetables.
Telegraph, Western Union, Telephone connection,
Express, Southern (Polk 1925:622).

Oakland in the
1920s: African
American
Residents
Oakland’s African American residents
during the 1920s included Dorch and Lela
Bailey, Lucius and Mary Barnes, Reverend
Charles Brown and his wife Ada, Reverend
J.J. Brooks, Benjamin and Frances Brown,
Charles and Mattie Butler, Hezekiah and
Beatrice Coon, Dock and Pandora Croskey,
Manuel and Creole Croskey, William and
Irena Fields, Charles and Celia Green,
Aaron and Maggie Herriott, Harrison and
Delilah Hodges, Jerome and Mabel Howell,
Benjamin and Mittie James, Ferdinand and
Rosamond James, Arthur Jefferson, James
and Jencie Jefferson, William and Sadie
Jenkins, Charles and Fannie Jones, Henry
and Rebecca Jones, James and Mamie
King, Samuel and Eva Kinnard, Alex and
Mamie Lassane, John Lee, Robert and
Martha McClary, Leslie and Ida McFarland,
Samuel and Eva McFarland, Zeke and
Louise McQuilla, W.K. and Mary Maness,
Henry and Della Mitchell, John and Nancy
Moore, Robert and Estella Moore,
Cornelius
and
Rebecca
Patterson,
Solomon and Petris Pierce, Asa and Judith
Purdy, Reverend W.M. Poer, Robert and
Lizzie Pollard, James and Lydia Rivers,
George and Ivalee Robinson, Harmon and
Irene Robinson, Luther and Mary Robinson,
David and Minnie Simmons, Estelle Walker,
James and Queenie Watkins, Jordan
Williams, Marshall Wright, Jacob Young,
Mary Young, and Louico and Willie Young
(Polk 1925:622-25; Miller 1921:296-97;
Miller 1922:362-65; Miller 1923:380-83;
Miller 1924:486-88).

Prominent businesses during the 1920s included the Bank of Oakland with J.H. Sadler as president and
J.E. Clonts as cashier, James O. Brock General Merchandise, Weeks Hardware and Furniture Company
owned by John and James Weeks, the South Lake Apopka Citrus Exchange which formed in 1909 with
Charles H. Tilden as president
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and C.G. Hall as manager, the Oakland Garage owned by
Thomas Smith, the Oakland Hotel led by proprietor Carl
Carlson, the Oakland Mercantile Company owned by W.A.
Wilkes, the West Orange Drug Company owned by
proprietor D.J. Husband, and the West Orange County Golf
Club with C.F.M. Smith as president and managed by Mrs.
Clara Macklin. In addition to the white congregations,
religious organizations in the community included the
African American Oakland Mount Zion AME Church, which
was established by Reverend J.R. Bronson in 1911, and the
African American St. Paul Baptist Church. Both churches
were built on the same block on land donated by the Tilden
family. Although the directory listed the total population of
Oakland as 500, the number of adults listed in the directory
totaled only 256 of which 73 were African American. In
addition to listings as farmers, laborers, laundresses, and
domestics, the directory included two African American
teachers who taught at the Masonic Hall School: I.M.
McFarland and E. Caldwell (Polk 1925:622-25; Miller
1921:296-97; Healthy West Orange Arts and Heritage
Center (HWOAHC) 2022).

Winter Garden in
the 1920s:
African American
Residents
Some of the African American adults listed
as residents of Winter Garden in 1925
included John and Eloise Aaron,
Roosevelt and Louise Ashe, Maggie
Bellamy, Reverend H.M. Staggers,
George and Maggie Boise, William and
Carrie Bowsler, Edward and Janie
Brinson, teacher Effie Brinson, William
and Daisy Carter, Wesley and Sallie
Coleman, Abbott and Rosa Cruse, Dock
and Mamie Gunn, John and Mary Holman,
Thomas and Lona Harrison, John and
Bettie McCall, Charles and Dollie McCoy,
Lulu McDonald, Samuel and Lizzie
McIntosh, Horace and Ora McKeever,
Clack and Nancy Manuel, James and
Melvina Matthews, Milton and Cora
Matthews, P.H. and Annie Powell, Lee and
Leila Priester, John and Adeline Proctor,
Amos and Bessie Richardson, Clarence
Richardson, John and Maude Robinson,
Rolie and Annie Sommers, A.B. and Julia
Stanton, Samuel and May Sundubrus,
Reuben and Essie Thompson, Wilson and
Hope Walker, James and Lulu Williams,
Louis and Julia Williams, Warren and
Sarah Williams, and Edward and Eva
Williams (Polk 1925:640-52).

Meanwhile, the 1925 Orlando and Orange County Directory
listed the Winter Garden population as 1,500 and noted that
the town had two banks (the Bank of Winter Garden and
First National Bank), a newspaper (The Herald), a theater,
three churches and public school as well as the two
railways. Other businesses included the Winter Garden
Citrus Growers Association, Roper Brothers, Winter Garden
Ice & Cold Storage, Tyndall Dry Goods, the Hotel Winter
Garden, the Winter Garden Pharmacy, Mann & Mills
Department Store, Postal Telegraph and Cable Company,
the Bray Hardware Company, Smith-Britt Realty, the West
Orange Investment Company, Chapman and Reams Real
Estate, the Ficquette Brothers Grocery, and the Pounds
Motor Company. The town boasted 1,204 acres of land in
vegetable cultivation, and 1,206 acres planted in citrus with the “finest system of Brick and Hard Surfaced
Highways all completed” (Polk 1925:641). St. Paul’s AME Church (organized 1913), Bethlehem Missionary
Baptist Church (founded 1909), and the Free Will Baptist Church served the African American population
which listed 148 adults in the city directory. Churches served as the schoolhouse until the construction of
the Winter Garden School for the Colored in 1923 (Polk 1925:640-52; Winter Garden Heritage Foundation
2022; Cappleman 2009:2).
During this period, the economy of western Orange County remained largely based on agriculture with the
rebound of the citrus industry enhanced by truck farms, naval stores, lumber, and cattle. Ecotourism
received a boost when the Edgewater Hotel opened in 1927 to support fishermen seeking adventures on
Lake Apopka. However, the effluent from the sewage treatment plant completed in 1922 and discharges
from the citrus packing processing plant began to enter the lake during this decade leading to fish kills,
algae blooms, and a decline in water quality in subsequent decades. By 1930, the county population totaled
49,737 (Kendrick 1976:150; Historic Property Associates 1995:31; Winter Garden Heritage Foundation
2022; Cappleman 2009:11).
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4.1.8

The Great Depression

A series of calamities during the late 1920s brought Florida
to economic disaster before the stock market crash of
October 1929 and the onset of the Great Depression. In
August 1925, the Florida East Coast Railway placed an
embargo on all but perishable goods due to the massive
freight car congestion in the state’s railroad yards. After
other railroads in the state followed, most construction
halted. By the mid-1920s, the Florida real estate market was
based on wild land speculation leaving banks unable to
keep track of loans or property values. By October 1926,
northern newspapers started reporting on fraudulent
practices in the Florida market and confidence in real estate
quickly diminished and investors could not sell lots.
Simultaneously, the Mediterranean fruit fly devastated the
state’s citrus industry. Finally, major hurricanes hit south
Florida in 1926 and 1928 creating a flood of refugees
leaving the state. With the onset of the Great Depression,
the state endured widespread unemployment and business
failures.
New Deal programs implemented by President Roosevelt
and his administration led to economic recovery during the
mid-1930s. These programs, such as the Civilian
Conservation
Corps
(CCC),
the
Public
Works
Administration (PWA), the Civil Works Progress (CWP), and
the Works Progress Administration (WPA; renamed Works
Projects Administration in 1939), were instrumental in the
construction of public facilities, parks, roads, and bridges.
One of the programs, the Federal Writers’ Project of the
WPA, provided a description of the communities along State
Road 22 including Winter Garden and Oakland. The project
provided the following description of Oakland, which had
879 residents,
Oakland…occupies a wooded slope overlooking
Lake Apopka. Giant oaks, for which the town was
named, shade its quiet streets and shelter many
large weatherbeaten frame houses erected in the
early 1880s…Today, the town depends for its
livelihood on the cultivation and packing of citrus
fruit and winter vegetables (Federal Writers’ Project
1939:458).

Oakland in the
late 1930s and
1940s: African
American
Residents
Some of the African American adults listed
in the 1938 and 1941 included Dorch and
Leila Bailey, Samuel Beaty, Gladys Blount,
Frances Brown, Robert and Emma Brown,
Frederick and Willie Buford, William and
Etta Caviness, Henry and Alberta Cook,
John and Evelyn Cook, Dock and Pandora
Croskey, Manuel and Creole Croskey,
R.D. Dawson, Aileene Davis, Wilbur H.
Davis, Catherine Gaddis, Reverend
Frederick Gary, Clementine Gloster, M.C.
and Julia Harden, Joseph and Eveline
Herriott, Maggie Herriott, Harrison and
Lillian Hodges, G.W. and Rosa Holmes,
Moses and Mary Holmes, Richard and
Julia Holms, Mabel Howell, Jencie
Jefferson, William and Sadie Jenkins,
Charles, Effie, Alberta Felder, Erley, and
Susie Jones, Shannon Kanady, James C.
King, Stephan Lewis, Elmer and Christine
Merritt, Annie Mosby, Addie Miller, Martha
Murphy, Solomon and Petris Pierce,
Reverend William M. Poe, Eugene Pollard,
Robert and Lizzie Pollard, Joseph Postell,
William and Precious Postelle, Rosa
Pulley, Judith Purdey, Aaron Roberts,
Brooks Robinson, David Robinson,
George and Irene Robinson, Gussie
Robinson, Harmon and Irene Robinson,
Luther and Mary Robinson, Parker
Robinson, Robert Simmons, Mark Wade,
Reverend A.W. Wadell, Estelle Walker,
George, Helen, and Marcia Williamson,
George Woodall, Marshall Wright, and
Eloise Young (Polk 1938:879-883 and
1941:668-69).

With a population of 2,023, the project included the following
details for Winter Garden,
Winter Garden…with a railroad running down its main street, has large packing plants
handling citrus fruit and winter vegetables grown in the vicinity (Federal Writers’ Project
1939:458).
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The revitalized citrus industry and the improving road network allowing the rapid shipment of crops helped
revive the economy during the late 1930s. The 1938 Orlando (Orange County) City Directory published by
R.L. Polk & Co. provided the following description of Oakland:
It is the center of a rich truck-farming and orange-growing section…The modern hardsurfaced highway has brought Oakland within thirty minutes of Orlando, the largest inland
city in Florida. State Road No. 22 runs east and west through the community. With the
completion of this highway across the state, Oakland has been placed upon one of the
most important arterial cross-state roads. Thousands of tourists and winter visitors as well
as Floridians will become better acquainted with Oakland from this time on, for it is only
recently that these systems of highways have provided an outlet westward and northward
(Polk 1938:880).
The earliest known aerial of the area dating to 1941 shows State Road 22 at the top of the image and the
former Tavares & Gulf Railway, which was purchased by the Seaboard Air Line Railway, at the bottom. The
African American cemetery and the sinkhole were clearly visible at the time (Figure 16).

Figure 16.

1941 Aerial showing the sinkhole and the cemetery with State Road 22 at the top of
the image and the former Tavares & Gulf Railway at the bottom (USDA 1941).

At the end of the 1930s, businesses in the area included the Angebilt Lodge (also known as the Oakland
Hotel), Weeks Hardware & Furniture Company, the South Lake Apopka Citrus Exchange, the Oakland
Garage, the Oakhurst Tourist Home, and general merchandise stores owned by W.K. Stansell and Larry
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Brock. White churches included the Oakland Presbyterian Church and the Oakland Methodist Church.
White children attended consolidated public schools serving Winter Garden, Tildenville, and Oakland, while
African American elementary age children attended the Oakland Colored Elementary School headed by
principal Stephan Lewis. By 1941, Wilbur H. Davis served as principal supported by teachers Aileene Davis,
Gladys Blount, Clementine Gloster, and Alberta Felder. African American churches included the Mt. Zion
AME Church led by Reverend Frederick Gary and A.W. Wadell and St. Paul’s Mission Baptist Church
pastored by William M. Poe. With the exception of the school principal, teachers, clerk Elmer Merritt, and
midwife Petris Pierce, most African Americans were noted as laborers, farmers, cooks, maids, or
laundresses. Of the 247 adults listed in the 1941 city directory as living in Oakland, 85 were noted as African
Americans (Polk 1938:879-883 and 1941:668-69).
Under the New Deal programs, Winter Garden received over a quarter of a million dollars toward
improvements in its street system, water plant, and public parks. A new city hall, a new fire station, a sports
complex, an auditorium, a swimming pool, a fishing pier, boat basins, and a municipal trailer park were
among the new facilities built in the town. The economy remained heavily reliant on agriculture, although
ecotourism surrounding Lake Apopka rebounded by the end of the 1930s. At one time, 29 fish camps
operated along the 40 miles of shoreline on the lake; by 1976,
only four remained in operation (Winter Garden Heritage
Foundation 2022). The 1938 city directory noted that,
From a radius of approximately three miles of
Winter Garden more than 800,000 boxes of
oranges and grapefruit and more than 1,500
carloads of vegetables are produced and shipped
annually. These annual crops are valued at
$3,000,000…Crops are produced the year around.
Lettuce, peppers, cabbage, eggplant, beans,
cucumbers and corn are some of the most
important crops….Other industries that have gained
interest during recent years are fern-growing and
bulb-growing (Polk 1938:927).
Serviced by State Road No. 22, the Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad, and the Seaboard Air Line Railway, the community
boasted a population of 3,750 in the 1938 city directory.
Some of the Winter Garden businesses during the late 1930s
and early 1940s included: A & P Food Stores, Blackmon’s 5
Cents to $1 Store, Bray Hardware, Davis Pharmacy, Ellis
Pharmacy, Hall’s Fertilizer, Southern Fruit Distributors,
Sheeler Lumber Company, Ficquette Brothers, Griffin
Chevrolet, Leader Department Store, Jerry’s Skating Rink,
Merchant’s Clothing and Store and Dry Cleaning, Winter
Garden Ornamental Company, Stevens Grocery, Better
Food Store, First National Bank, McKinney & Moore Foundry,
Pounds Motor Company, Roper Brothers, Suwanee Stores,
Southern Fruit Distributors, West Orange News, Winter
Garden Citrus Growers Association, William’s Department
Store, Winter Garden Hardware Company, Winter Garden
Hotel, Winter Garden Pharmacy, Winter Garden Theater, and
Walker Electric. By the time that the 1938 and 1941 city
directories were published, only a few of the Winter Garden
African American residents were noted as such. Although the
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the late 1930s
and 1940s:
African
American
Residents

Some of the adult African American
residents listed in the 1938 and 1941 city
directories included: Rosa Arrington,
Henry Boyd, Mattie Byase, Henry
Chason, West
Coleman, teacher
Adelaide Coulter, Fannie Diggs, George
Dyson, teacher Eva Hall, Jim Hines,
Pearly Horton, Jules James, Frank
Jones, Jesse and Leona Jones, Minnie
Jones, Wannie Lowry, Ervin Mack, Willie
Martin, Rosie Mathews, Principal William
Maxcy, teacher Juanita Maxey, Ervin
Mack, James Long, Eula and Essie Mae
Meritt, Thelma Pelham, Lucy Ricks, M.L.
Russ, Annie Simmons, Ella Pearl Turner,
Lillie Webb, Oscar Webb, teacher
Celestine White, Deal Williams, Eva
Williams, Hattie Williams, John Williams,
Mary Williams, Queen Williams, and
William Williams. William and Charlie
Wilson, Abraham Wise, and Neoma
Wright (Polk 1938:925-957, 1941:67988).
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city directories indicate only 30 to 40 African American adults lived in the community, undoubtably
numerous others were not marked as such or were not listed as residents at all. The Winter Garden Colored
Elementary was listed with Principal William Maxey and his wife, Juanita, as a teacher. The couple had just
moved to Winter Garden in 1937, when the school along with the books and furniture were destroyed by a
storm. Maxey asked the Methodist Church if the school could use their building for classroom space, but
the teachers had to raise the money for furniture, supplies, lunches, and books. Other teachers included
Adelaide Coulter, Eva Hall, and Celestine White. They petitioned and received funding for the construction
of a Rosenwald School on Center Street (Polk 1938:925-957, 1941: 679-88).
Business owners such as George Dyson epitomized the entrepreneurial spirit of the African American
community during the 1930s and 1940s. After settling in Winter Garden with his brothers in the 1930s, the
Dysons initially worked as carpenters. Following his marriage to Annie Bell Dyson, the couple opened the
Beer Garden in 1939 where residents could gather and dance to the music on the jukebox. Their eldest
son, James, opened Dyson Taxi Service after serving in the military. Other Dyson businesses included the
Dyson Icehouse, the Dyson Short Stop Convenience Store, the Dyson Plaza, as well as several real estate
ventures. New church congregations and service organizations also formed during the Great Depression
and subsequent war years. The Bay Street Church of God in Christ was founded in 1934, and later built a
sanctuary in 1943. Situated between Winter Garden and Oakland, South Tildenville was traditionally African
American and featured the Tildenville Missionary Baptist Church which opened a community childcare
center operated by Amanda Booker. The center grew to not only offer childcare, but to also announce
employment opportunities and provide an opportunity to acquire donated furniture, clothing, and household
items. In Oakland, a mission church of the House of God was built on Henschen Avenue in 1940, and the
Trinity Missionary Baptist Church was built in 1950 on Jefferson Street (Winter Garden Heritage Foundation
2022; HWOAHC 2022).
4.1.9

World War II and Beyond

World War II brought jobs and incoming service men and women to renew the area economy. As World
War II ended, Florida’s population swelled from 1.8 million in 1940 to 2.7 million by 1950 (Tebeau 1971:431).
During the same period, Orange County grew from 70,074 residents in 1940 to 114,074 occupants by 1950.
After the war, many who had served at Florida’s military bases returned with their families. As veterans
returned, the trend in new housing focused on the development of tract homes in new subdivisions. The
end of war-time restrictions, the state population boom, and the construction of State Road 50 in the late
1940s and early 1950s increased the demand for housing in western Orange County (Figure 17; Florida
State Road Department 1956). Across the U.S., downtowns which had developed along historic trail routes
and railroad lines declined with businesses relocating to the suburbs and bypass routes. Numerous
railroads abandoned their lines and the rails were eventually removed, such as those for the Seaboard Air
Line Railway (former Tavares & Gulf Railroad) which were eliminated southeast of the cemetery ca. 1971.

4-18

Cardno

May 10, 2022, Final

Oakland Cemetery Management Plan-Final

Preservation and Management Plan
Oakland's Historic African-American Cemetery - Grant 22.h.sm.100.016

The construction of State Road 50, combined with the sandy soil conditions on the edge of a former sink
hole or lake in Oakland’s African American cemetery, prompted the community to open a new parcel of
land as an African American cemetery just northeast of the original cemetery. Aerials from 1947 and 1954
show the original cemetery and the start of the new cemetery as well as the completion of State Road 50
constructed between those years (Figure 18 and Figure 19). In 1947, widow Rosa G. Wise Markwood, a
native of Oakland now living in Seminole County, donated land for the new cemetery to Eugene Pollard,
Frank Massey, G.E. Woodall, E. McQuiller, and S.M. Kinard as Trustees of Oakland Community Cemetery.
Located in Section 20, the new cemetery had an address of 16673 W. Colonial Drive (SR 50). This cemetery
is now known as the Oakland-Tildenville African American Cemetery (OCCCC 1947; HWOAHC 2022).
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New African American
Cemetery

Original African American
Cemetery

Figure 18.

1947 Aerial showing the sinkhole and the original African American cemetery (left)
as well as the new African American cemetery (right) with State Road 22 at the top
of the image and the former Tavares & Gulf Railway at the bottom (USDA 1947).

New African American
Cemetery

Original African American
Cemetery

Figure 19.

4-20

1954 Aerial showing the sinkhole and the original African American cemetery (left)
as well as the new African American cemetery (right) with State Road 22 at the top
of the image and the former Tavares & Gulf Railway at the bottom along with the
newly constructed State Road 50 below (USDA 1954).
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Racial tensions again mounted in the region following the end of World War II and the return of African
American soldiers from foreign countries where they were not treated as second class citizens. With an
increasing number of black entrepreneurs, professionals, and religious leaders searching for more equal
treatment, the Ku Klux Klan fueled a surge of racist violence in the area during the 1950s. On April 9, 1950,
African American Willie Vincent, who worked as a citrus picker, was abducted by three white men in a
vehicle. He was later found dying on the side of an Oakland road with a fractured skull. The following year,
African American Melvin Womack was taken from a home in west Oakland by four white men and was
found in beaten and shot in Winter Garden. No one was ever convicted for the deaths of either man
(HWOAHC 2022).
Over the last half of the century, car ownership increased as well, making the American public more mobile.
The construction of limited access roads, such as Interstate 4 and the Florida Turnpike in the 1950s and
1960s, drew drivers and the corresponding development away from the historic towns which populated
much of the state. Financed by the 1956 Highway Act, Interstate 4 was completed in 1965 to connect
Daytona Beach to Tampa by way of Orlando. It soon served as the major east-west route through central
Florida. Simultaneously, construction started on the Florida Turnpike, originally called the Sunshine State
Parkway, in 1955 with the first section opened in 1957 and the route completed in 1964. When Walt Disney
selected a location along Interstate 4 at the intersection of the Florida Turnpike for his new amusement
park, commercial development exploded along the interstate route (Figure 20; Florida Department of
Transportation 1972).

Increased car ownership after the war allowed for more inexpensive vacations thereby improving tourism,
especially to central Florida with its growing number of attractions. Many tourists decided to permanently
relocate. Between 1960 and 1980, the Orange County population jumped 80 percent. After devastating
freezes during the 1980s, many citrus growers sold their land to form new subdivisions, a trend which has
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continued into the new century. Following the closure of the last fish camp on Lake Apopka, efforts to
restore the lake began with the passage of the first Lake Apopka Restoration act in 1985, and continued
with the organization of the Friends of Lake Apopka in 1991 and the establishment of the Oakland Nature
Preserve in 1999, the Greenway and Trails design in 2003 and the Ferndale Preserve in 2005 (Tebeau
1971:431; Kendrick 1976:150; ACI 2001:4-10; Winter Garden Heritage Foundation 2022).
In 1999, the successor trustees of the newer African American cemetery, known as the Oakland-Tildenville
African American Cemetery, were Julius Mosby, Rosevelt Harp, Aaron Kinard, and Joe Zackery; they
conveyed the cemetery to the St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church of Oakland and the Tildenville Missionary
Baptist Church as equal tenants in common. By 2016, St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church was now the
Cathedral of Prayer, Praise and Power, Inc. when they conveyed their interest in the newer OaklandTildenville African American Cemetery to the Tildenville Missionary Baptist Church, Inc., which still retains
ownership (Orange County Clerk of Circuit Court, Official Record Book 5766, Page 2736 and Document
20160481968).
After years of abandonment, the original Oakland African American Cemetery was rediscovered in 2001 as
a result of a planned road project along State Road 50. In 2003, members of the Central Florida
Genealogical Society made efforts to document the graves. When the road project threatened the cemetery,
resident Betty Wade filed a suit to be named the trustee for the cemetery. In 2010, the Circuit Court of the
Ninth Judicial Circuit in Orange County named her as successor trustee for the cemetery. This act enabled
her to convey the cemetery to the newly formed non-profit Oakland-Tildenville Cemetery, Inc. provided that
the property be held in perpetuity as a historic landmark of the African American community. The OaklandTildenville Cemetery Committee, formed to clean up and care for the cemetery, was composed of
parishioners from St. Paul’s and the Tildenville Missionary Baptist churches. In 2011, the Florida
Department of Transportation acquired a portion of the cemetery property in exchange for $500, the cost
of attorney’s fees, and providing replacement access. The FDOT then conveyed 0.391 acres in Sections
20 and 29 to trustee Betty Wade. The cemetery, with the new access parcel, was finally conveyed to the
Oakland-Tildenville Cemetery, Inc. in 2011. In 2014, the Oakland-Tildenville Cemetery, Inc. transferred the
original African American cemetery in the community to the Town of Oakland (OCCCC, 2010, 2011a,
2011b, 2011c, 2014; Owens 2004; Stockton 2004; Wade and Phipps 2020, 2021).
In 2014, the cemetery received attention through an Eagle Scout project. With assistance from the Florida
Public Archaeology Network (FPAN), students from the University of Central Florida, the Boy Scouts, and
community volunteers, excess vegetation and trash was cleared, and a new entrance gate was built to
provide access to the cemetery. As part of this effort, the existing graves and grave goods were marked in
order to avoid damage during the clean-up process (Gidusko 2014a and 2014b). In 2018, Castle and Cooke
developers on behalf of Pulte Home Company, LLC filed a plat for the development of Longleaf at Oakland
(OCCCC 2018). In 2021, Pulte Home Company, LLC provided an easement through the Longleaf
development to the Town of Oakland for perpetual and reasonable access for the public to the cemetery
and installed some fencing around the cemetery (OCCCC 2018, 2021; Wade and Phipps 2020, 2021;
Parker 2020).

4.2

Interments

Visually, approximately 48 marked graves are visible in the cemetery. Of these, 16 are identifiable; the
remaining graves have either a temporary marker, a footstone or fragments of a headstone or base with no
indication of who is buried in the grave. Headstones are described based upon their shape, placement in
the ground, and materials (Figure 21). A headstone is generally a piece of rock that sits vertically in the
ground which allows individuals passing by to easily identify the individual buried in the grave.
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Modern headstones are usually granite, but a variety of materials including marble, limestone, sandstone,
slate, and concrete have been used historically. The headstone is labeled with information about a person
including their name and dates of birth and/or death as well as possible military related service and/or
religious iconography or an epitaph. Sometimes a photograph or decorative images associated with the
profession or interests of the person are included. As its name implies, a footstone marks the end of the
grave and generally remains unlabeled or features the initials of the person interred. A marker is a
headstone set in the ground which is largely flat or slightly angled and to be read from directly above the
memorial. It carries the same information as a headstone, but is often smaller and consists of a flat bronze
plaque installed on a granite base.
During this period, headstones were available from shops or from catalogs to be shipped by rail. All of the
concrete, marble, and granite headstones in this cemetery appear to have been locally inscribed, but the
maker and installer remain unknown. No maker’s marks were found, but several of the headstones appear
to feature the same form with similar block letters and iconography placed in the same location. The
iconography represented generally placed an emphasis on resurrection, salvation, and the promise of life
after death as well as sentimentality, loss, mourning, and death as eternal rest with hands pointing up
toward heaven, doves and flowers (Carmack 2002:201-02).
As a Christian African American cemetery, this burial ground is indicative of the minority experience.
Considered a cemetery of exclusion, according to Keith Eggener in Cemeteries, one of the Norton-Library
of Congress Visual Sourcebook in Architecture, Design and Engineering documenting the American
experience,
Many communities either established special burial places for indigents or committed
portions of existing graveyards to that purpose. These places display the sense of duty
many people felt to provide proper burial to all; they also betray the inequities that left
some to live and die anonymous, impoverished, alone, and forgotten (Eggener
2010:131).
The same was true of the African American experience. Cemeteries were generally placed at the edges or
outside of town, but African American burial grounds, like others representing minorities, were often sited
at an undesirable, marginal location near water. In this case, community history indicates that at some point
the sinkhole adjacent to this cemetery was filled with water with some graves possibly under water. African
Americans were usually buried east to west with the head to the west, possibly following Christian tradition
that the second coming would be in the east but also buried facing Africa. Unlike white cemeteries, African
American cemeteries often show a somewhat random placement of graves and the limited use of family
plots. The earliest graves were likely marked by plants and wood slabs, which decayed and eventually
vanished. Graves may have been marked by pieces of metal or other materials that were available, such
as iron pipes or, as is the case in this cemetery, a Ford Model T axel (Wade and Phipps 2020; Chicora
Foundation Inc. 1996:3-5, 10-11; Holloway 2002:280; Jamieson 1995:49-51).
Shells were often used in African American burials as well. Some of the African beliefs, especially that of
the BaKongo, believed “that the sea shell enclosed the soul’s immortal presence. There was a prayer to
the mbamba sea shell: ‘As strong as your house you shall keep my life for me. When you leave for the sea,
take me along, that I may live forever with you’” (Chicora Foundation 1996:5). Into the twentieth century,
the Gullah tied the use of shells to mark graves to the sea, “’The sea brought us, the sea shall take us back.
So the shells upon our graves stand for water, the means of glory and the land of demise’” (Chicora
Foundation 1996:7; Jamieson 1995:49-51).
African Americans also frequently left “offerings” on top of the grave including a variety of bottles, medicine
bottles, glass, mirrors, spoons, pitchers, plates, bowls, flower pots, broken pottery, light bulbs, and a variety
of other goods. In some cases, it was believed that death would mean a return to Africa and the grave
goods reflected the items needed for the journey. In other cases, the grave goods were items that the
person used or owned intended to satisfy the spirit and keep it from wandering. “It was important ritually to
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break the containers, in order to break the chain of death in the community,” (Jamieson 1995:51), as well
as to urge “the spirit’s break with the world of the living” (Holloway 2002:283). Some African groups believed
that the dead lingered around the grave for a certain amount of time and that only thru the proper burial
ritual would it be released into the spirit world. Traced back to Africa, the items such as mirrors, shells, pots,
and bowls symbolized the “mirror image” of this life and the afterlife as well as water which brought African
Americans to the New World and would transport them to the afterlife (Chicora Foundation 1996:7:
Holloway 2002:280; Jamieson 1995:49-51).
Death certificates for African Americans which indicate Oakland as the burial location show that those
interred lived in both Oakland and Winter Garden. Several funeral homes or undertakers were serving the
area during the period that the cemetery was in operation including the white Cary Hand Funeral Home,
and the African American E.W. Stone (which became Stone & Butler), Allen J. Smith, Smart-Jackson (which
became Smith & Smart), and Starks & Strong, all of Orlando, and Cleve L. Mays of Winter Garden.
Undertakers Allen J. Smith, Edward Stone and Perry Butler of Stone & Butler, and Rufus Isler, A.F. Smart,
and W.J. Jackson of Smart-Jackson Company appear to have been some of the earliest African American
undertakers operating in the area (Figure 22 and Figure 23). Notes from the undertaker’s cards of the Carey
Hand Funeral Home of Orlando indicate that African American families may have purchased the coffin from
the white undertaker, but the family, friends, and church usually took care of the body and performed the
funeral. The card for Richard Croskey, for example, states that the “family came for body… Done their own
work” and the funeral was held at graveside on September 17, 1936. The cost for the casket was $14.50.
(Carey Hand Funeral Home Records 1936; Polk 1925, 1926, 1936; 2004b, 2002, 2008a; Familysearch.org
2021).
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Usually attended by a midwife, stillborn babies and infants, especially in the early years, appear to have
quickly been interred by families without formal documentation by a local physician or the county. Several
midwives were working in Oakland and Winter Garden according to the existing death certificates, including
Pidy Jackson, Celia Green, Bettie Brinson, Roxanne Walker, and Petris Pierce, who was the wife of original
cemetery trustee, Solomon Pierce (FamilySearch.org 2021; Holloway 2002:38). Some white doctors also
attended the African American population including James A. Davis, Everton J. Lawrence, Benjamin H.
Lawson and Claude Wheatley of Winter Garden as well as some African American doctors from Orlando
including Jacob B. Hughes, Jerry B. Callahan, and William Wells of Orlando (Miller 1921; Polk 1925;
FamilySearch.org 2021).
Of the marked graves in this cemetery, approximately 24 headstones were concrete, marble or granite,
while a number of additional graves are indicated by metal funeral home markers which originally had paper
on which was noted the person’s name and date of death. Only one of these papers remains partially legible
(Willie James Crosky). The concrete, marble, and granite headstones are largely oriented east-west, while
the metal markers are oriented in all directions, likely due to changes in the terrain and vegetation. The
more substantial permanent markers appear to be situated more toward the north end of the cemetery,
while the south end is predominantly occupied by the metal markers, all of which are rusted. Fifteen of the
concrete, marble and granite markers are legible, but eleven other stone markers are fragmentary or have
weathered past the point of individual identification. Many of these have also been broken or tilted due to
falling trees, changing terrain, or vandalism. Two above ground box tombs were evident. Two small pillar
markers and a footstone are decorated with shells, but do not include any indication of the individual buried
at that spot. Broken pottery, glass, and wire metal fencing were evident. Additional information regarding
the individuals, where known, and the markers are detailed below.
4.2.1

Known Interments

The following individuals are known to be buried in the cemetery either through an extant legible marker or
the oral history of local residents. The personal information has been gathered through a review of death
certificates, census records, newspaper articles, city directories, and World War I and II draft registration
cards. Please note that Florida Death Certificates are available online through FamilySearch.org only for
the dates 1877 through 1939. However, this cemetery was known to be in active use at least until 1949, so
death certificates are not available for the later interments. Also, many of the death certificates and census
records vary from the cemetery markers with slightly different names or spellings for the individual. For the
purposes of this report, the initial entry follows the spelling as portrayed on the cemetery marker. A list of
these individuals is also included in Appendix A.
4.2.1.1

Aaron Harriott (M02), 1925

Aaron Harriott (M02) died on February 7, 1925. His marker is a rectangular, upright, die on base concrete
marker with beveled edges (Figure 24). It has his name, date of death, and age listed in block letters on the
face of the concrete slab as well as his last name in block letters on the top and the phrase “At Rest” in
block letters on the bottom of the front of the marker. Iconography on the headstone includes a hand pointed
up at the top of the marker which is generally a symbol that the soul has risen to the heavens (Figure 25).
Adjacent to the hand is an image which is harder to define and appears somewhat eroded. It may be an
image of two broken links of a chain, which symbolically indicates a broken family or broken unity (Carmack
2002:216; Keister 2004:108). A historic, broken metal wire fence around three feet tall encloses Harriott’s
marker along with a box tomb immediately north (Figure 26). The box tomb has an upright headstone and
footstone, but no legible writing or iconography is evident in any of the concrete to link it to the grave of
Aaron Harriott (see Section 4.3.1).
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Born in February 1860, Aaron Harriott was the second of seven children born to Wilson and Georgianna
Herriott in Spring Hill, Bradford Springs Township, Sumter County, South Carolina. Wilson Harriott worked
in a grist mill and operated a farm. Aaron, who took up farming in Swimming Pens Township in Sumter
County, married in 1882. He and his wife, Liddie, never had children of their own but raised their nephew
and niece, Mathew and Lenora. Aaron Harriott moved to Orange County, Florida in 1903. Although the
1915 City Directory lists him alone as a resident of Oakland, the 1920 federal census shows he was married
to Maggie and the pair had adopted James and Mamie Marshall. Aaron was working as a teamster on his
own account and owned his house. At the time of his death in 1925, he was not under a physician’s care
but had had heart trouble for about two years before he died. His widow, Maggie, continued to live in
Oakland through the 1930s into the 1940s. Local historian Masrine Gibson indicated that she is buried in
this cemetery as well (FamilySearch.org 2021; Ancestry.com Ancestry.com 2004a, 2004b, 2009b, 2010a,
2010d; Miller & Mayfield 1915-16; Miller 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924; Polk 1925, 1938, 1941; Town of Oakland
2019).
4.2.1.2

Joe Grady (M03), 1919

Joe Grady (M03) died on January 19, 1919. His tombstone is a rectangular, upright, die in socket concrete
marker with beveled edges (Figure 27). Labeled with his name, death date, and age, the headstone has
the phrase “At rest” in block letters at the base. His last name in block letters is on the top surface of the
marker. The symbol of a “G” surrounded by the compass and square indicating his membership in the
Freemasons is at the top of the marker (Figure 28; see Section 4.2.1.4 for discussion on Freemasonry).
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Two small flowers are at the top corners of the marker. Partially eroded, these appear to be evening
primrose which bloomed in early evening and closed in midmorning. In a cemetery, the design signifies
eternal love, memory, youth, hope, and sadness (Keister 2004:46-47).

The son of N. and Beady Grady, Joe Grady was born in 1856 in North Carolina. The 1870 census shows
Joseph Grady living with his parents, Adam and Bedie, in Trent, Lenoir County, North Carolina. Ten years
later, he still lived in the same location with his father and stepmother. By 1900, he lived in Winter Garden
where he worked as a day laborer, possibly for the nearby turpentine still. His wife of 15 years, Minnie, lived
with him along with their one surviving son, Alfred, who was 13. The 1910 census indicates that their son
had died and Joe now worked as an orange and vegetable farmer, while his wife, Mary, was a midwife. The
couple lived in Winter Garden, but now owned their own home. The 1915 city directory listed African
American Joseph Gaddy as a laborer, but no spouse was included. When he died on January 19, 1919, he
was a widower still living in Winter Garden. The cause of death listed was pneumonia, but the root of the

May 10, 2022, Final

Oakland Cemetery Management Plan-Final

Cardno

Archival Research 4-29

Preservation and Management Plan
Oakland's Historic African-American Cemetery - Grant 22.h.sm.100.016

illness was likely the 1918 influenza pandemic. African American Jacob B. Hughes acted as his doctor,
while E.W. Stone of Orlando served as the undertaker (Ancestry.com 2004a, 2004b, 2006, 2009b; Miller &
Mayfield 1915-16:261; FamilySearch.org 2021).
4.2.1.3

Liza Fulton (M04), 1919

Liza Fulton (M04) died on June 25, 1919. Her headstone is a rectangular, upright, die in socket concrete
marker with beveled edges (Figure 29). The marker has her name, death date, and age as well as the
phrase “gone to rest” in block letters at the bottom. The top of the stone is labeled with her family name in
large block letters. An image of a hand pointed up and a wreath are on the front surface of the marker. The
hand pointed up is generally an indication that the soul has risen to the heavens, while wreaths represent
mourning. The wreath may be a laurel wreath which can represent victory, eternity, and immortality. Laurel
leaves do not wilt or fade indicating the association with eternity and immortality. Laurel wreaths were also
used in ancient sports contests to crown the victor. Thus, the laurel wreath in a cemetery represents spiritual
victory (Keister 2004: 48, 108; Carmack 2002:221-22).
Born in North Carolina in 1872, she was the daughter of J. and Bobbie Grady. Her name was also shown
as Eliza in the census records, and as Leize Fulton on her death certificate. In 1910, she lived with her
husband, Joseph, in Oakland where he was a farm laborer and she was a laundress. The census indicates
that the couple had been married for 18 years and had three surviving children, although none lived with
them. Her brother, John, who was 11 years her junior, did live with them. At the time of her death in 1919,
she was listed as a widow who worked as a cook. Her cause of death was “dilatation of hart.” E.W. Stone
of Orlando handled the funeral arrangements as the undertaker (Ancestry.com 2004a, 2006;
FamilySearch.org 2021).
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4.2.1.4

James W. Walker (M05), 1918

James W. Walker (M05) died on October 20, 1918. Originally upright, his marker is a rectangular, concrete
tombstone which was a die in socket with beveled edges, but it has fallen and become separated from its
base (Figure 30). Labeled with his name, death date, and age, the headstone has the phrase “Gone to rest”
in block letters at the base. The symbol of a “G” surrounded by a compass and square indicating his
membership in the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, also known as the Freemasons or Masons, is at
the top of the marker. The “G” is said to represent either God or geometry. The square and compass
“represent the interaction between mind and matter and refer to the progression from the material to the
intellectual to the spiritual (Keister 2004:191).” As a symbol of Freemasonry, the square and compass
indicate the origins of the organization in Europe as stonemasons who built the great cathedrals of Europe;
the free craftsmen banded together in lodges when they worked on large projects. The organization formed
in the Americas as early as the 1730s. Denied access to white organizations, African Americans formed
their own clubs including the first recorded continuously active organization founded by African Americans:
the Masonic Lodge named for Prince Hall which formed in 1775 and petitioned for an official charter from
the Grand Lodge of England in 1784. The organization was designed to support those less fortunate,
provide educational workshops, and encourage community involvement with the business sector (Keister
2004:191; Carmack 2002:145-48; Wesley 1981; Library of Congress 2022).

Born in Georgia on November 25, 1882, James Arthur Wesley Walker was the son of Stephen Walker and
D. Williams. James married Estelle in 1909. The following year, the couple lived in Oakland where he
worked as a laborer on a truck farm, while she served as a cook for a private family. The pair had three
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children before his untimely death: Cordie, George and Lillian. His daughter, Cordie, later remembered that
he came by way of Savannah to Oakland working for the railroad, and became the clerk at St. Paul’s
Missionary Baptist Church. When he registered for the World War I draft in the month prior to his death, he
indicated that he was working for the Florida Citrus Exchange. Although his death certificate indicates that
he died of pneumonia, family history reveals that he passed as a result of the influenza pandemic of 1918
which caused the pneumonia. He was under a doctor’s care from October 7 until his death on October 20.
E.W. Stone of Orlando served as the undertaker. His daughter, Cordie, also recalled that after his death,
the family would visit and decorate his grave with shards from butter dishes. Family member, Betty Wade,
noted that it is believed that James Walker’s son, George, is also buried in the cemetery, but the exact
location of his burial is unknown (Figure 31; Owens 2004; Ancestry.com 2002, 2005, 2006, 2010a;
FamilySearch.org 2021; Wade 2020).
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4.2.1.5

Robert Moses Johnson (M06), 1918

Robert Moses Johnson (M06) died on October 12, 1918. Although now broken, his tombstone is one of the
more ornate in the cemetery and consists of a pedestal tomb with a vaulted roof constructed of marble
(Figure 32). The front has his name, birth date, and death date, as well as the phrase “In loving
remembrance of our dear one” in cursive and “At Rest” in block letters at the bottom.

Born on March 11, 1899, Robert Moses (listed as Mosely on his death certificate) Johnson was the son of
original cemetery trustee James Johnson and his wife, Mary. Originally from North Carolina, the family
moved to Winter Garden around 1904, where his father initially worked in the turpentine industry and his
mother was a laundress. When his father, James Johnson, registered for the World War I draft on
September 12, 1918, he worked as a farm laborer for J.H. Sadler, the grandson of Oakland founder James
G. Speer. Within a month, his son, Robert Moses, had fallen ill and died of pneumonia on October 12. The
root cause of his malady was likely the influenza pandemic, which swept through the state and also killed
Oakland resident James W. Walker a few days later. At the time of his death, Robert Moses Johnson
worked as a farm laborer. The word “none” was in the place for the undertaker indicating that the family
and friends likely prepared the body for burial themselves. The Johnson family remained in the Winter
Garden-Oakland area, and, by 1920, owned their own home in Winter Garden (Ancestry.com 2006, 2010a,
2005, 2004a; Familysearch.org 2021).
4.2.1.6

Bettie L. McFarlane (M07), 1917

Born on July 20, 1916, Bettie L. McFarlane (M07) died on January 17, 1917 and is the oldest marked grave
remaining in the cemetery. Her marker is a rounded, upright marble die in socket marker (Figure 33).
Labeled with her name, birth, and death dates, the headstone notes that she was the daughter of C.H. and
Curley McFarlane. The phrase “At Rest” in block letters is at the bottom of the marker. Historic metal wire
fencing in a dilapidated condition surrounds the grave, and a footstone appears to mark the foot of the
grave. An SCA pitcher with embossed cherry motif was found nearby.
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Her death certificate, filed under her father’s name, Calvin McFarland, indicates that the child died of
pneumonia, and J.W. Best of Oakland served as the undertaker. Although her name was noted as
McFarlane on the tombstone, the death certificate, census records, and the World War I registration form
signed by her father list their family name as McFarland. The same registration form signed by her father
has his first name as Calhoun. The child’s mother, Curley, was born in South Carolina around 1880 to
farmer William C. and Elizabeth Brunson. Around 1902, she married Calhoun McFarland, and had a son,
Gonzalez, the following year. In 1910, the family still lived in South Carolina where Calhoun was listed as
a farmer. However, by the time that their daughter, Bettie, died in 1917, the couple resided in Oakland.
When he registered for the draft in September 1918, Calhoun worked as a farm laborer for Arthur W. Hurley
in Winter Garden. The 1920 federal census lists them as residents of Oakland living near Luther Tilden and
his employer Arthur Hurley, and Calhoun’s brother, Samuel McFarland. The census indicates that Calhoun
and Curley owned their own house. He was still listed as a farmer, while she was listed as “janitress” at the
school and their son, now 17, was a truck driver for a farm. The couple divorced in the 1920s. Curley
McFarland passed away in 1962 (Ancestry.com 2002, 2004b, 2005, 2006, 2008a, 2010a, 2012;
Familysearch.org 2021; Findagrave.com 2022).

4.2.1.7

Mabel Evelen Howell (M08), 1924

Mabel Evelen Howell (M08) died on February 20, 1924. Her headstone is a rectangular, upright, die in
socket concrete marker with beveled edges (Figure 34). The stone is labeled with her family name in block
letters along with the image of a dove on the top surface of the marker. The dove is a symbol of purity,
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gentleness, and peace. It also represents the Holy Spirit (Keister 2004:79; Carmack 2002:215). The front
has her name, birth date, death date, age, and the phrase “Gone to Rest” in block letters at the bottom.

Born on October 7, 1919 in Oakland, Mable Evelen Howell was the daughter of Jerome Howell and Mabel
McFarland. Her death certificate has her name as “Mable Everlena Howel.” The child died on February 21,
1924, of pneumonia after which Stone-Butler of Orlando served as undertaker. Her mother, Mabel
McFarland, was the third daughter Samuel and Martha McFarland, long-time residents and community
leaders who moved from South Carolina to Oakland by 1910. A native of Ocala, Jerome Howell lived in
Oakland by 1915 and the couple married soon thereafter. When he registered for the World War I draft in
1918, he worked as a laborer on the farm of J.P. Foley in Oakland. The 1920 census shows the couple
living in Oakland with their daughter and three-year-old son, Jerome Jr. Jerome Sr. worked as an orange
picker. The couple had another daughter, Martha, in 1922, and suffered through the birth of a stillborn child
in 1926. In 1927, Jerome Sr. was sentenced to 10 years in prison for manslaughter in the shooting death
of Ollie Allen in 1925; he received a conditional pardon in 1933 and moved to South Carolina. The couple
remained separated. By 1940, Mabel Howell lived on 12th Street in Oakland with her daughter, Martha, and
son-in-law, Frank Johnson. Jerome Howell Sr. died in South Carolina in 1955, followed by Mabel Howell in
1957 (Ancestry.com 2002, 2004a, 2004b, 2005, 2006, 2008a, 2010a, 2012; Miller and Mayfield 1915-16;
The Orlando Sentinel 1927; The Orlando Evening Star 1927; The Miami Herald 1933; The Index-Journal
[Greenwood, South Carolina] 1955; FamilySearch.org 2021).
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4.2.1.8

Tom Davis (M11), 1937 and Della Davis, 1944

Tom Davis (M11) died on November 5, 1937. He shares a tombstone with his wife, Della, who died on
January 13, 1944. Their headstone is a rounded with square corners, upright, die in socket granite marker
(Figure 35). The stone is simply labeled with both of their names in block letters and their death dates. The
sides of the marker and the base have a rusticated edge.

Born in Georgia around 1875, Tom Davis first married Annie Hillsman in Taylor County, Georgia in 1896.
He worked as a farmer, and the couple had seven children prior to her death around 1918. Afterwards, Tom
moved his children first to Sanford, Florida, before resettling in Oakland. On June 25, 1922, Tom Davis
married Della Howard, and the couple owned their own home valued at $800 by 1930. At the time of his
death in 1937, he worked as a day laborer. After working that day, he was taken to Orange General Hospital
where he died of cerebral respiratory failure at 8 pm on November 5, 1937. Smith and Smart of 719 South
Parramore Street in Orlando served as the undertaker. Della Davis remained in Oakland until her death on
January 13, 1944. Census records indicate that she was born ca. 1883 and was first married at age 15,
indicating that her nuptials with Tom Davis in 1922 was her second marriage. As she died in 1944, her
death certificate was not available. No further details or additional records were found concerning Della
Davis (Ancestry.com 2002, 2004b, 2006, 2010a, 2012, 2013, 2016; FamilySearch.org 2021).
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4.2.1.9

Priscilla Taylor (M12), 1923

Priscilla Taylor (M12) died on October 5, 1923. Her headstone is a rectangular, upright, die in socket
concrete marker with beveled edges (Figure 36). The stone has an image of a dove and the family name
in block letters on the top surface of the marker. The dove is a symbol of purity, gentleness, and peace. It
also represents the Holy Spirit (Keister 2004:79; Carmack 2002:215). The front has her name, death date,
age, and the phrase “Gone but not forgotten” in block letters at the bottom.

Named after her grandmother on her father’s side, Priscilla Taylor was born in 1905 as the second child of
Melvin and Melvina Hawkins Taylor. Raised in Alachua County, Melvin married Melvina Hawkins in 1901,
and was working for a sawmill in Inverness when the census was taken in 1910. When Melvin Taylor
registered for the draft in 1918, he worked as a farm laborer and the family lived in Winter Garden. The
1920 federal census shows that the family had expanded to nine children. No death certificate was found
for Priscilla Taylor, and she was not listed in the Florida death index so the details of her death were not
available. By 1930, the Taylors owned their own home in Winter Garden valued at $1,000 with 10 children
still at home. In 1937, Priscilla’s sister, Alma Taylor McNish, died in a car accident where she drowned in a
lake in Lake County, but her death certificate indicates that she was buried in Oakland as well
(Ancestry.com 2004b, 2005, 2006, 2010a, 2012, FamilySearch.org 2021).
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4.2.1.10

Carry Coleman (M13), 1921

Carry E. Coleman (M13) died on August 12, 1921. One of the more ornate in the cemetery, her headstone
is a pointed with cyma recta shoulders, upright, marble, die in socket marker (Figure 37). Labeled with her
name, birth, and death dates, the headstone has the phrase “Gone to a better land...” at the base. The
phrase “At Rest” in block letters is at the bottom of the marker. Prior recordation indicated that the phrase
“The Lord is my Shepherd” is also on the headstone. The phrase is in a line above her name, but is now
difficult to read. Similarly, the scrolling design above this phrase has largely eroded, but may have been a
weeping willow or some type of flora (Figure 38). The weeping willow suggests grief and sorrow, but in
many religions represents immortality because the tree will flourish no matter how many branches are
removed (Keister 2004:67; Carmack 2002:222).
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The gravestone of Carry Coleman indicates that she was born on May 11, 1913, however her death
certificate has a birth date of May 11, 1899. Neither year appears to be correct. The 1899 appears to have
been the birth year of her older sister, Christina, who later married Miles Kelley of Winter Garden around
1918. Born in Monticello, Florida, Carry Coleman was the daughter of West, or Wesley, Coleman and Sallie
Young. She died of acute Brights Disease on August 12, 1921 after which B.J. Boyd of Winter Garden
served as the undertaker. The family moved from Monticello to Winter Garden in 1917. When Wesley
Coleman registered for the World War I draft in September 1918, he was listed as a wood cutter working
for W.S. Bell living in Winter Garden. The 1920 federal census shows Wesley, his wife, Sallie, and their 17year-old daughter “Carrie” as renting a home in Winter Garden where he worked as a general farm laborer.
Their older daughter, Christine, now married to Miles Kelley, lived nearby with her newborn son while her
husband traveled as a laborer for his employer Dock Mathis. By 1930, Wesley and Sallie Coleman owned
a house at 302 11th Street in Winter Garden, where they continued to live into the 1940s (Ancestry.com
2002, 2005, 2008a, 2010a, 2012; Familysearch.org 2021).
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4.2.1.11

Mary Rich (M15), 1922

Mary Rich (M15; also shown as Ricks on official records) died on February 16, 1922. Her headstone is a
rectangular, upright, die in socket concrete marker with beveled edges (Figure 39). The stone has an image
of clasped hands on the top surface of the marker (Figure 40). Iconography of hands that appear to be
shaking usually is a symbol of matrimony, a heavenly welcome, or an earthly farewell (Keister 2004:108).
The front has her name, birth date, death date, age, and the phrase “Asleep in Jesus” in block letters at the
bottom. An eroded image of what appears to be a bouquet possibly featuring lilies or palm fronds is at the
top of the front of the stone. This is the same design that is pictured at the top of the headstone of Mamie
Lue Dixon (M26); see Section 4.2.1.14 where the iconography is described further along with a detailed
photograph of the symbol.
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Interestingly, there is a disconnect between her headstone and the death certificate which appears to have
been filed for her. Her marker shows that she was born on April 20, 1871 and died on February 16, 1922.
However, the death certificate lists her name as Mary Ricks, her birthdate as May 1870, and death date as
almost a year later on January 27, 1923. The death certificate lists her as a resident of Oakland married to
James Ricks. Born in Georgia, her parents were noted as Mattie and Nellie Bullie on the death certificate.
Census records show a James and Mary Ricks as living in Orange County as early as 1900. Married for 15
years, the couple had two surviving children, Oskar and Leila. In 1910, the couple lived in Oakland where
he worked as a farm laborer and she served as a laundress. When Jim S. Rich registered for the draft in
1918, he worked as a farmer for A.W. Hurley and lived in Winter Garden, listing his wife, Mary, as his
nearest relative. In 1920, the pair still lived in Winter Garden and owned their own home. In the census
records, her birth year ranged from 1863 to as late as 1875. Her death certificate lists her cause of death
as paralysis, likely a stroke, and Edward W. Stone of Orlando served as the undertaker. Her husband, Jim,
remained in the Oakland-Tildenville area, where he remarried and resided until his death in 1955
(Ancestry.com 2002, 2004b, 2005, 2006, 2010a, 2012; Find-a-grave.com, 2022; Familysearch.org 2021).
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4.2.1.12

Mallie J. Pierce Eason (M19), 1943

Mallie J. Pierce Eason (M19) died on November 29, 1943. Her headstone is a rounded, upright, concrete
marker which has sunken into the ground (Figure 41). A broken concrete post reinforced with rebar is
immediately adjacent, perhaps indicating further settlement of the ground with the existence of a fence or
some other type of monument nearby. The stone is labeled with her name and date of death in block letters,
but the date of death is barely visible above the ground level. Any additional writing at the bottom of the
marker is below ground. A deteriorated concrete footstone marks the end of the grave.

Mallie Julia Pierce was the fourth daughter of original cemetery trustee Solomon Pierce and his wife, Petris.
Born in 1915, she was exposed to the benefits of education at a young age as her family boarded the
African American school teacher Artie Patterson in 1920. As a result, Mallie Pierce became a teacher. After
lodging with a family in Orlando attending school in 1930, she was working as a teacher in the Howey in
the Hills community in Lake County by 1935, where she continued to work into the 1940s. In October 1942,
she completed first aid training where she was listed as living in Mascotte in Lake County. For the 1943-44
school year, she was appointed the principal of the Mascotte School for African Americans, teaching first
through eighth grades. On November 17, 1943, she married Lewis Emanuel Eason. Born in 1915 in Ocoee,
Lewis Eason was serving in the U.S. Army at the time of their marriage. He served during World War II from
September 1940 until his discharge in December 1945. However, a mere 12 days after her marriage, she
died. No indication was found concerning the cause of death, and because she died after 1939, her death
certificate was not available (Ancestry.com 2002, 2004a, 2006, 2008a, 2010a, 2011a, 2011b, 2012, 2016;
Mount Dora Topic 1942; Eustis Lake Region 1943).

4-42

Cardno

May 10, 2022, Final

Oakland Cemetery Management Plan-Final

Preservation and Management Plan
Oakland's Historic African-American Cemetery - Grant 22.h.sm.100.016

4.2.1.13

Bulah Brunson (M25), 1927

Bulah Brunson (M25) died on September 29, 1927. Her marker is a rounded, upright, die on base marble
marker (Figure 42). It is simply labeled with her name, birth date, death date, and the word “Mother” in large
block letters at the top. Landscaping stones, which may be a later addition, outline her burial plot; an
octagonal concrete pad with a cut off center metal post is at the foot of the grave indicate the presence of
an associated urn or a footstone originally.

Figure 42

Bulah Brunson headstone, 2021.

Her death certificate indicates that her name was Bula Bronson and she was born on July 12, 1893, not
1891 as her headstone shows. An only child, she was born in Eufaula, Alabama to Perry and Effie Smith.
In 1909, she married Warren Bronson, who was approximately 10 years her senior, and the couple had a
daughter, Victoria, before moving to Winter Garden where she worked as a domestic. When he registered
in 1918 for the World War I draft, he worked as a farm laborer for E.E. Farmer in Winter Garden. She died
in the Orange County Hospital of septic peritonitis from a pelvic abscess after which the funeral home
Smart-Jackson of Orlando served as undertaker. Her husband, Warren, remained in the area, but had
remarried by the time he died in 1939. His death certificate indicates burial in Winter Garden, but it is
unknown if there was a separate African American cemetery in Winter Garden by that time (Ancestry.com
2002, 2004b, 2005, 2010a; FamilySearch.org 2021).

May 10, 2022, Final

Oakland Cemetery Management Plan-Final

Cardno

Archival Research 4-43

Preservation and Management Plan
Oakland's Historic African-American Cemetery - Grant 22.h.sm.100.016

4.2.1.14

Mamie Lue Dixon (M26), 1925

Mamie Lue Dixon (M26; also shown as Dickson on official records) died on August 26, 1925. Her headstone
is a rectangular, upright, die in socket concrete marker with beveled edges (Figure 43). The stone is labeled
with her family name in block letters along with the image of a dove on the top surface of the marker. The
dove is a symbol of purity, gentleness, and peace. It also represents the Holy Spirit (Keister 2004:79;
Carmack 2002:215). The front has her name, death date, age, and the phrase “Gone to Rest” in block
letters at the bottom.

An eroded image of what appears to be a bouquet possibly featuring lilies or palm fronds is at the top of
the front of the stone (Figure 44). In iconography, a bouquet represents a tribute or sweet thoughts. Easter
lilies recall the resurrection and purity, while calla lilies symbolize majestic beauty and marriage. The South
African calla lily was introduced to the U.S. during the second half of the nineteenth century, after which it
was used both in American art and funerary art. On a more practical note, Easter lilies were often used for
funerals because the strong scent masked any odors associated with death, and the symbol of the plant
became strongly associated with funerary art. Regarding the palm frond, Romans used it to symbolize
victory, which Christians adopted to represent the believer’s triumph over death (Carmack 2002:221 Keister
2004:44, 50, 63). The tombstone of Mary Rich (M15; Section 4.2.1.11) features the same design.
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Figure 44

Detail of iconography on Mamie Lue Dixon’s headstone.

Born on September 15, 1899 to William and Mary Nelson Butler in Concord, South Carolina, Mamie Lue
Dixon was a resident of Winter Garden where she had lived for 2½ years prior to her death. One of ten
children, she was raised helping her parents farm the land. By 1918, she had married farmer Maynard
Francis Dixon and the couple lived in Madison, Florida, where their daughter, Mamie Jayneather Dixon was
born on December 15. However, the couple appears to have separated soon thereafter with no indication
of their presence found in the census records or city directories until 1925. In that year, the city directory for
Winter Garden shows “Minnie” Dixon working as a laundress. She died on August 26 of “malaria fever after
childbirth” and had been under the care of Dr. Davis Scott of Ocoee for the prior eleven days. Stone Butler
of Orlando served as the undertaker. Her brother, Waymon Butler, provided the information for the death
certificate and listed her as still married to Maynard “Dickson.” Her child, born on August 15, survived the
birth and went to live with her brother in Tampa. The child died a few months later on December 15 of
gastro enteritis. His death certificate lists his name as Bobby Robert Timmons with Robert Timmons of
Gainesville as his father. Maynard Dixon settled in south Florida and died in 1978 (Ancestry.com 2004b,
2005, 2006, 2015; Palm Beach Post 1978; Familysearch.org 2021).
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4.2.1.15

Joseph Johnson (M28), 1939

When initially found during the 2003 marker identification survey conducted by the Central Florida
Genealogical Society, this grave was identified with a deteriorated funeral home marker as that of Joseph
Bronson (Stockton 2004). Adjacent to the deteriorated metal marker, Cardno found a standard, military
issue, flat marble marker labeled with the name of Joseph Johnson (M28; Figure 45). A Christian cross is
at the top of the stone, while the phrase “Pvt 16 Engrs” and his death date are listed below. In 1936, the
Assistant Secretary of War approved the use of a flat marble marker for use in private cemeteries, which
was followed by the approval of a flat granite marker in 1939. The design called for an incised inscription
with the name of the soldier, state, rank, organization, date of death, and a religious emblem above the
inscription. The addition of the date of birth was authorized in 1944 as was the phrase World War I or II
after the war ended. The use of granite was discontinued in 1947 due to budgetary constraints (National
Cemetery Administration 2015; Carmack 2002:106-07).

Born between 1887 and 1890 in Waycross, Georgia, Joseph Johnson was the son of Bill and Laura
Johnson. When drafted for service in World War I, he lived in Oakland and worked as a laborer for the ACL
Railroad. After his service, he returned to Oakland where he worked as a farm laborer. In 1928, he married
Lottie Bailey, who was 18 years his junior, and the couple had a daughter, Ella Mae, in 1931. In 1930, he
worked as a clothes presser at a “presser club.” By 1937, he evidently had some health issues and was
under the care of the Veterans’ Administration in Lake City, Florida. On January 7, 1939, he died of an
aortic aneurysm and pneumonia. Following his death, Lottie and Ella Mae lived in a house she owned on
13th Street in Oakland where she worked as a laundress for the school system (Ancestry.com 2002, 2005,
2008a, 2010a, 2013, 2012, 2019; Familysearch.org 2021).
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4.2.1.16

Willie James Crosky (T20), 1949

Willie James Crosky (T20) died on January 12, 1949. Like many of the markers in this cemetery, only a
metal marker was used at his grave (Figure 46). Unlike all of the others, a portion of the paper set behind
glass in this funeral home marker remains legible. The surrounding metal is completely rusted and a portion
of the glass is cracked with the portion of the paper behind the broken glass either burned or deteriorated
to nonexistence.

The Florida Death Index includes a listing for the death of Willie James Croskay in Orange County in 1949.
There were several Croskeys in Oakland who were longtime residents including Dock (b.1895) and
Pandora, Richard (b. 1877) and Lulu, and Manuel (Emmanuel, b. 1893) and Creole Croskey. The men were
the sons of James and Anna Croskey of Marion County. However, available records did not indicate the
relationship, if any, between this family and Willie James Croskey.
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4.2.1.17

Janice Manigo, 1934

Janice Manigo died on September 5, 1934. Identified and photographed during the 2014 clean-up efforts,
this metal funeral home marker was not found during this survey (Figure 47; Gidusko 2014a and 2014b).

A native of South Carolina, Janice Manigo was born ca. 1877 to Perry and Mary Harrington. She married
Robert Manigo (also spelled Manago), and the couple had a son, Willie/Whittie, who died in South Carolina
at the age of 21 in 1927. At the time of her death in 1934, Janice Manigo was a widow who lived in Oakland
and worked as a domestic servant. She died of a cerebral hemorrhage on September 5, 1934 after which
Smith & Smart, a funeral home out of Orlando, served as the undertaker (Ancestry.com 2004a, 2008b;
FamilySearch.org 2021).
4.2.1.18

Catherine Geddis, 1938

This grave was not found during this survey, but, in an interview from 2004 with Masrine Gibson, Catherine
Geddis’ granddaughter, she recalled her burial in this cemetery (Owens 2004). Gibson recounted moving
to Oakland with her mother, Mary L. Wade, in 1925 to live with her grandmother. While her mother worked
as a domestic for some of the prominent local families, Geddis would care for her. When she died on May
10, 1938, her family buried her in the Oakland African American cemetery. Gibson also remembered
periodically taking a day to go out and clean up the cemetery and taking a picnic lunch. The last time she
remembered visiting the cemetery was for the burial of her stepfather in 1945 (see Tom Leonard, Section
4.2.1.19).
According to her granddaughter, Catherine Geddis was a freeborn woman from South Carolina who was
already a widow when she moved to Oakland around 1922. Known as “Mammy,” she was a grandmother
and/or mother to all. Her death certificate indicates that “Kathonie Geddis” was born on May 10, 1880 and
died on her birthday in 1938 of chronic nephritis. She was the daughter of Wilson Harriet and Georgiana
Allen. Starks & Strong of Orlando served as the undertakers (Miller 1922; Owens 2004; FamilySearch.org
2021).
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4.2.1.19

Tom Leonard, 1945

This grave was not found during this survey, but, in an interview from 2004, Masrine Gibson recalled her
stepfather’s burial in 1945 as the last time she visited the cemetery (Owens 2004). Gibson’s mother, Mary
L. Wade, moved to Oakland in 1925 to live with her mother. While Mary Wade worked as a domestic for
some of the prominent local families, her mother, Catherine Geddis, would care for her daughters. Tom
Leonard married Mary Lizzie Wade on December 18, 1937. The 1940 census shows Tom living with Mary
as well as her three daughters, a stepson and his aunt. Tom Leonard was born in 1878 in Tennessee, but
had most recently lived in Miami as of 1935. The family lived in the house on 9th Street in Oakland that was
owned by Mary’s mother which was valued at $500. Tom was a laborer at the sawmill, while Mary still
worked for local families. Because he died after 1939, his death certificate was not available so no details
concerning his death were found in the research conducted for this project (Ancestry.com 2012, 2016;
Owens 2004).
4.2.1.20

Richard Croskey, 1936

This grave was initially found during the 2003 marker identification survey conducted by the Central Florida
Genealogical Society. While the now toppled metal vase was identified, the name plate with intact paper
was not found as part of the 2021 survey. In 2003, this grave was identified with a “Carey Hand marker in
the shape of a small metal vase” with the date of “Sep 13” and the phrase “age 59” inscribed (Stockton
2004). Archaeologists photographed it during field work in 2008 (Figure 48; Wenzel et al. 2008).

Richard Croskey was the son of James and Anna Croskey of Marion County. Census records indicate that
he was born between 1885 and 1890, while his death certificate suggests a birthdate around 1877. He first
appears in the Oakland city directory in 1926 along with his wife, Lula, but two of his brothers and their
wives, Dock (b.1895) and Pandora and Manuel (Emmanuel, b. 1893) and Creole. lived there as early as

May 10, 2022, Final

Oakland Cemetery Management Plan-Final

Cardno

Archival Research 4-49

Preservation and Management Plan
Oakland's Historic African-American Cemetery - Grant 22.h.sm.100.016

1918. In 1930, Richard Croskey and his wife were laborers on a truck farm, but, his wife, Lula, died soon
thereafter as he was listed as a widower lodging with family by 1935. By October 1935, he was a resident
at the Orange County Home, where he died of cerebrospinal syphilis the following year; Carey Hand Funeral
Home of Orlando served as the undertaker. The note on the undertaker’s card states that the “family came
for body… Done their own work” and the funeral was held at graveside on September 17. The cost for the
casket was $14.50. Local historian Masrine Gibson indicated that Richard’s brother, Dock, was also buried
in this cemetery (Carey Hand Funeral Home Records 1936; Polk 1926, 1936; 2004b, 2002, 2008a;
Familysearch.org 2021; Town of Oakland 2019).

4.2.2

Unknown, but Marked Interments

There are a number of graves that are marked in the cemetery with portions of headstones or metal
markers, but the stones or paper inserts are now illegible. There are 42 graves marked with temporary
funeral home markers. Of these, only one remains legible; the papers inside the remaining markers which
would have indicated the person interred have weathered beyond reading or disappeared. Several other
possible graves were marked with metal candle holders, a metal hook, or a metal flower holder. One grave,
identified in 2008, was marked by a Ford Model T axel, but that item was not found in this survey.
Additionally, the 2003 marker identification survey conducted by the Central Florida Genealogical Society
found a broken stone with writing etched into it that appeared to have the first name of “Nat” with the month
of September for birth and March or May for death (Stockton 2004). However, Cardno was not able to find
this marker during this survey effort, and no additional information was found. The graves marked by stone
or concrete are described below. An assessment of their physical condition as well as additional information
about the temporary funeral home markers is included in Section 5.3.5.
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4.2.2.1

Marker 1 (M01)

This marker is a concrete box tomb with a decorative stepped edge on the vault; an unmarked headstone
and footstone denotes the ends of the interment at the east and west. No inscriptions were evident. This
tomb is adjacent to the grave of Aaron Harriott (d. 1925) and is also enclosed along with his grave within a
short, historic metal wire fence which is falling down (Figure 26 and Figure 49).
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4.2.2.2

Marker 9 (M09)

This appears to be a concrete footstone (Figure 50). It is independently placed now and does not appear
to be associated with any extant headstone.
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4.2.2.3

Marker 10 (M10)

This stone appears to be the sunken marble base for a headstone, but the headstone is missing (Figure
51). A temporary metal marker is adjacent.
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4.2.2.4

Marker 14 (M14)

One of the more interesting markers in the cemetery, this is a vernacular, concrete short pillar or column
with impressed scallop shells set on a concrete base (Figure 52). A fallen tree appears to have broken the
pillar into two pieces. There was no indication of an inscription on the marker. A clear glass jar with braided
rope design was found adjacent. Frequently associated with African American burials, the use of shells tied
into their beliefs about the sea and water, their origins from Africa, and the transport to the afterlife as
discussed in Section 4-22. The scallop shell in particular represents the resurrection (Carmack 2002:221).
Marker 18 (Section 4.3.7) exhibits the same design.
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4.2.2.5

Marker 16 (M16)

This appears to be a concrete marker base, but it is largely buried, with only the edge visible (Figure 53).
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4.2.2.6

Marker 17 (M17)

This marker appears to have been constructed of brick or terra cotta pipe fragments covered with concrete
(Figure 54). The marker is fragmentary, and no inscription was found. Colorless pressed glass fragments
were found nearby.
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4.2.2.7

Marker 18 (M18)

Like marker 14 (Section 4.3.4) , this is a vernacular, concrete short pillar or column with impressed scallop
shells set on a concrete base, which is also impressed with scallop shells (Figure 55). Like marker 14, there
was no indication of an inscription on the marker. Another pillar with impressed scallop shells, which
appears to serve as a footstone, is at the base of the burial. Frequently associated with African American
burials, the use of shells tied into their beliefs about the sea and water, their origins from Africa, and the
transport to the afterlife as discussed in Section 4-22. The scallop shell in particular represents the
resurrection (Carmack 2002:221). A temporary funeral home marker is adjacent.
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4.2.2.8

Marker 20 (M20)

This stone appears to be a marble footstone (Figure 56) which is immediately west of the box tomb that is
Marker 21. No headstone was found nearby, and no inscription was evident.
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4.2.2.9

Marker 21 (M21)

This is a large, concrete box tomb with panels of molded relief decorations (Figure 57). Wreaths are evident
on the east and west ends (Figure 58), while flowers appear to be on the panel on the south elevation
(Figure 59). The northern side is now below ground level, but likely features the same floral panel. Wreaths
represent mourning; the individual element composing the wreath appears to be an olive branch which
symbolizes peace, fruitfulness, purification, strength, and victory. Partially eroded, the flowers in the side
panels appear to be daisies signifying youth or evening primrose which bloomed in early evening and closed
in midmorning. In a cemetery, the primrose design signifies eternal love, memory, youth, hope, and/or
sadness (Keister 2004:46-47; Carmack 2002:222).
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4.2.2.10

Marker 23 (M23)

This is a broken concrete headstone with a remnant upright portion and pieces scattered in the surrounding
dirt (Figure 60). There is no evident base. No inscription was evident. A whiteware vase or pitcher with a
decal rose design and embossed decoration was nearby.
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4.2.2.11

Marker 24 (M24)

This is a concrete die in socket headstone with an inset panel which was covered with glass (Figure 61).
Now, the marker has toppled, and the glass window is broken. The glass panel likely had a photograph or
epitaph behind it, but it is missing or deteriorated past legibility. The date of 1936 is etched in the stone on
the front of the marker above the window.
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4.2.2.12

Ford Model T axel

This grave marker was initially found during the 2008 archaeological survey (Figure 62; Wenzel et al. 2008).
At the time of the survey, a local pastor reported that this was the axle for a Ford Model T that the deceased
wanted used for their grave marker so that they could get to heaven faster. However, Cardno was not able
to find this marker as part of this survey effort.

4.2.3

Possible Interments

In addition to the above identified graves, Appendix A contains a list of individuals who may have been
buried in the original Oakland African American cemetery. This list is based upon a search of death
certificates which are available online through FamilySearch.org. For this effort, the search was performed
limiting the race to African Americans using a death/burial location of Oakland, Orange County, Florida. As
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the database only includes documentation for the death dates from 1877 through 1939, there is a lack of
information for the period after 1939. In this case, the cemetery was known to be in use at least until 1947,
when the land for the newer cemetery was deeded to the Trustees of Oakland Community Cemetery. The
last known burial in this cemetery dates to 1949 so there is evidence of burials after the date of the opening
of the new cemetery. Some of the earlier burials, or perhaps just the markers, may also have been relocated
to the new cemetery when it opened in 1947.
Few death certificates for African Americans exist for the early years of this cemetery or the years predating
the 1916 deed officially dedicating the land for cemetery use. It is unknown if this burial ground was used
prior to that date or if African Americans were buried elsewhere. It is believed that many families likely used
this cemetery during the early years without filing a death certificate or receiving official approval due to a
lack of money or lack of a formal process. Also, a number of migratory individuals who worked for the
railroad or worked the groves and fields likely died in the area and were buried here. Many of these graves
may have only been marked with wood markers or other grave goods as their families were unknown or
not local. Usually attended by a midwife, stillborn babies and infants especially in the early years appear to
have quickly been interred by families without formal documentation by a local physician or the county.
Therefore, the number of burials and a specific list of individuals buried here will always remain uncertain.
Information from the Carey Hand Funeral Home records at the University of Central Florida as well as a list
of possible interments from long-time residents Masrine Gibson and Cordie Walker, as provided by the
Town of Oakland, are incorporated into this information where the death dates correspond to the active
years of the cemetery and additional information does not indicate burial elsewhere.
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5

Conditions Assessment Report (CAR)

The following section presents the methods and results of Cardno’s interdisciplinary assessment of
Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery (8OR9567). Subsections are separated by discipline and
cover the findings from surveys conducted by Cardno specialists. Section 6 of this report provides logistical
recommendations for the restoration and preservation of the Cemetery as related to its natural environment
and cemetery related architecture and artifacts.

5.1

Ecological Assessment

This Restoration Plan was created by Cardno’s restoration ecologist for the Oakland African-American
Cemetery. This plan identifies ecological issues that will affect the preservation of the Cemetery as an
important historical and cultural site for the Oakland community. This plan addresses the issues observed
by Cardno ecologists during field survey.
5.1.1

Description of Project Vegetation

Vegetation within the cemetery exhibits characteristics of a mixed hardwood upland. Dominant canopy
species consists of a mix of laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia), cherry laurel (Prunus caroliniana), and
sugarberry (Celtis laevigata). Dominant understory vegetation includes recruiting cabbage palm (Sabal
palmetto) and sapling cherry laurel and red bay (Persea borbonia). Shrub, herbaceous, and vine species
within the cemetery are diverse and exhibit naturally recruiting behavior throughout. Those species include
beautyberry (Callicarpa americana), pokeweed (Phytolacca americana), Boston fern (Nephrolepis
exaltata), grape vine (Vitis rotundifolia), and greenbriar (Smilax spp.).
Florida Invasive Species Council (FISC) (fka Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council) compiles invasive species
lists. The species lists originate from professional botanists and others, who perform exhaustive studies to
determine invasive plants that should be placed on the lists. Invasive plants are termed Category I when
they are altering native plant communities by displacing native species, changing community structures or
ecological functions, or hybridizing with natives. Category II invasive plants have increased in abundance
or frequency but have not yet altered Florida plant communities to the extent shown by Category I species.
These species may become Category I if ecological damage is demonstrated.
Category I species observed within the cemetery include Caesar’s weed (Urena lobata), guinea grass
(Urochloa maxima) and coral ardisia (Ardisia crenata) in the understory, and skunkvine (Paederia foetida)
and rosarypea (Abrus precatorius) vines growing on top of vegetation.
Category II species observed within the cemetery include Chinaberry (Melia azedarach) in the canopy.
Bowstring hemp (Dracaena hyacinthoides) and guineagrass (Urochloa maxima) in patches within the
understory (Figure 63).
Ornamental plants, non-native/non-invasive and not classified by FISC, are scattered near gravesites and
include cottage garden style plants that are easily spread by seed or cutting. Ornamental plant species
include sour oranges (Citrus x aurantium), four o’clock (Mirabilis jalapa), loquats (Eriobotrya japonica),
asparagus fern (Asparagus setaceous), and decorative palm (Areca spp.). It is likely these species are a
historic part of the decorative element within the cemetery as these species easily root and or germinate
and provide a pleasing aesthetic at very low cost.
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5.1.2

Nuisance and Exotic Species

Category I and Category II species control is important to the ecosystem as the prevalence of these species
within the cemetery leads to the spread of these species elsewhere into surrounding natural areas (i.e.
seed dispersal). In particular, the Chinaberry trees are the most abundant nuisance and exotic species and
the source of the abundance of downed wood. Chinaberry trees in general are not long lived nor structurally
sound trees in Florida. They succumb easily to disease and wind damage. The downed wood from these
trees is problematic because it damages structures and impedes walking. Control of the Chinaberry trees
should be a priority and logistics of the control are discussed in the next section.
5.1.3

General Ecosystem Health

The ecological stability of the parcel is sensitive due to the proximity to the nearby sinkhole. The soil within
the cemetery is generally sandy and unstable. This creates instability for tree roots, especially with larger
trees like the laurel oak, live oak, and sugarberry (Figure 64). While the trees are generally healthy, the
instability within the soil leads to a weak base and vulnerability of the trees to fall during storm events. When
the trees fall, they cause damage to grave markers and the fence structure. Recruitment of the understory
vegetation is high in locations of tree falls that allow for light gaps. Recruitment of species, particularly
woody stemmed species that would contribute to canopy growth, should be kept at a minimum to prevent
future soil disturbance with large roots and tree fall due to the soil instability.
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5.2

Geological Assessment

This Geological Assessment was created by Cardno’s geologist for the Oakland African-American
Cemetery. This plan identifies geological aspects of the cemetery and discusses concerns expressed by
the Town of Oakland and its community pertaining to potential flooding or erosion at the cemetery.
5.2.1

Soils

There are three predominant soil types that exist within the project site based on the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) soil maps (Figure 65):
Candler fine sand, 5 to 12 percent slopes, Candler-Apopka fine sands 5 to 12 percent slopes, and Basinger
fine sand, frequently ponded 0 to 1 percent slope. As illustrated in Figure 65, most of the cemetery contains
the Candler fine sand, which is described as excessively drained and rapidly permeable. This soil makes
up a majority of the slopes along the cemetery itself. The soil type changes to Candler-Apopka fine sand
near the bottom of the slopes located within the cemetery. The Apopka series is described as well drained
and moderately slowly permeable. This soil series represents a transitional zone between the slopes that
exist on the project site downward to the depression terrain feature (sinkhole) located just outside of the
cemetery boundary. The final soil series that appears within the project slope is the Basinger fine sand
which is described as very poorly drained and represents the area around the sinkhole (NRCS, 2021). The
complete soils series description for the Candler, Apopka and Basinger sands are provided as Appendix B.
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5.2.2

Site Elevation and Slopes

Digital Elevation Model (DEM) data for the project site was obtained from the United States Geological
Survey (USGS) to determine the approximate elevations and slopes within the cemetery. According to the
DEM data, the highest land elevation identified within the project boundary is approximately 120 feet North
American Vertical Datum 1988 (NAVD 88) and the elevation of the sinkhole along the eastern boundary of
the project site is approximately 89 feet NAVD 88 (USGS, 2021). Using the highest approximate elevation
and the lowest approximate elevation, the slope (percent slope) that exists within the project site can be
estimated. The slope is calculated as:
Percent Slope =

𝐶𝐶ℎ𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸(𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻ℎ𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒 𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸 – 𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿 𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸)
𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻 𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷

𝑋𝑋 100

Maximum Elevation is approx. 120 feet NAVD 88
Lowest Elevation is approx. 89 feet NAVD 88
Horizontal Distance (between both elevations) is approx. 192 feet
Estimated Percent Slope = 16 percent.
The percent slope of 16 percent represents the estimated maximum slope within the project site. As
illustrated in the DEM Elevation Map (Figure 66), the elevations that exist within the cemetery varies
considerably based on the contour lines presented. As the elevations vary throughout the cemetery, so too
does the slope from each elevation to the sinkhole along the western boundary of the project site.
5.2.3

Erosion

The cemetery was inspected to determine the presence of identifiable areas of erosion that exist across
the parcel (Figure 67). All areas discussed in this section are identified in Appendix C which includes
photographs taken at the site. A pedestrian survey was conducted on the areas that had been cleared
within the site and around the outer banks that border the cemetery. Two areas were specifically identified
along the northern slope that borders the cemetery and abuts the residential development. The first location
illustrates an area of erosion that appears to be caused by a sprinkler irrigation head that has resulted in
sediment erosion leading toward the cemetery. The second visually identifiable area of erosion location is
also situated along the northern slope that descends from the residential development approximately 200
feet west of the sprinkler head. This location appears to be bank erosion caused by runoff flowing down the
northern slope from the residential development into the cemetery. During the pedestrian survey of the
cleared area within the cemetery, no visible erosional features were identified. There may be small rivulets
or potential pathways for runoff to occur down the slope within the cemetery boundary, however the leaf
litter and plant debris extensively covers the area and prevents any type of visual identification. There are
no large erosional features identified within the cemetery boundary of similar size or magnitude as those
identified along the northern slope outside of the cemetery boundary. However, it was noted by
archaeologist that several toppled headstones and ground level markers had become partially or entirely
obscured by soil (Figure 68 to Figure 70). This is likely due to seasonal rains moving soils from the higher
elevations downslope toward the low-lying areas of the cemetery. While the amount of soil moved by rain
over time does not appear to be excessive, the process has likely obscured a number of grave markers
from identification and will continue to obscure those unearthed during the course of this project.
During a follow up site visit on February 22, 2022, archaeologists noted the reburial of at least two grave
markers previously discovered and cleaned during the November 2021 assessment (M24 and M28; Figure
69 and Figure 70). The markers are both low-lying and located on steeper inclines of the sloped ground
surface. From this observation, it is clear in a relatively short period of time headstones can become
obscured by soil displacement at the site.
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Figure 68

Initial identification of Marker 24 (M24) left. Initial exposure of Marker 24 (M24)
right, showing soil accumulation likely due to rain, taken facing east.
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5.2.4

Presence of Water Onsite

A pedestrian survey was conducted along the fence line representing the western boundary of the
cemetery for signs of standing water and/or flooding. There was no standing water along the fence line
representing the western boundary of the cemetery. The nearest area of visible standing water was
located approximately 20 – 50 feet west of the fence line. The fence posts were checked for visible water
lines or staining caused by prolonged induration of water, but there was no visual water or stain lines on
the fence posts. The lack of water or stain lines on the fence posts may be related to relatively short
duration in which the fence has been constructed. Although there was no visible sign of standing water
during the site visit conducted on November 29, that does not mean that standing water and/or flooding
does not occur within the western boundary of the cemetery during the wet season (May – October). It
should also be noted that the presence of what appear to be dead and or dying trees near the western
boundary of the cemetery. Without the presence of water during the site visit, it is difficult to ascertain the
cause of the current conditions of the trees near the western boundary. Also, during the site visit, a storm
water culvert located along the northern slope was identified outside of the cemetery boundary. If the
storm water culverts are in use, water that passes through the culvert may be contributing to the
saturation of the sinkhole that is located alongside the western boundary of the cemetery. Pictures were
taken of the nearby standing water, visible fence posts, storm water culvert and erosion locations and are
documented in the Appendix C.
A historical imagery analysis was also conducted to determine any visual identification of flooding occurring
within the project site using Google Earth available imagery. Aerial imagery for the following years was
reviewed as part of this analysis: 1999, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2014, 2017, 2019 and 2021. A photo log of the
imagery from the previously specified years is presented in Appendix D. Based on the available data, the
year 1999 was used as baseline for the following comparisons. The 1999 imagery shows the land
surrounding the sinkhole as being readily cleared except for areas of the cemetery. The sinkhole appears
to be well vegetated, and water is not readily discernable in the imagery within the vegetated area. The
imagery from 1999 to 2017, consistently shows continued growth of vegetation both within the sinkhole and
the areas surrounding it. The presence of water is not discernable in any of the imagery from those years.
In the imagery from 2019, water is visible within the western area of sinkhole but due to the dense
vegetation, it is unclear if the presence of water extends into the project boundary. In the 2021 imagery,
additional water is visible within the sinkhole and the surrounding areas. Field survey in 2021 confirmed the
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eastern boundary of the sinkhole within the cemetery limits. A comparison of publicly available aerial
imagery of the site in January of 2018 and January 2021 combined with field mapping can be observed in
Figure 71. The imagery shows a clear increase in the overall water level and extent of the sinkhole as well
as the progress of the construction of the adjacent residential development. Aerial imagery represents a
specified area, as a single snapshot in the period of record in which it was collected. As detailed in Appendix
C, most of the imagery was captured within the dry season (2017 was collected in May) and does not
present conditions during the wet season.
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5.3

Cemetery and Grave Marker Assessment

This cemetery and grave marker assessment was created by Cardno’s historic archaeologist for the
Oakland African-American Cemetery. This section covers previous work carried out at the site as well as
the recent field assessment and documentation of monuments conducted in November 2021.
5.3.1

Ground Penetrating Radar in Historic Cemeteries

Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) is a remote sensing technology commonly used in archaeology, cemetery
mapping, infrastructure assessment, engineering, and many other scientific applications. GPR works by
transmitting multiple pulses of radar energy from an antenna/receiver into the ground along a set transect.
The radar energy travels downward until it encounters a physical or chemical change in materials
(discontinuity), part of the energy is then reflected back to the receiver and its travel time and amplitude is
recorded by the GPR control unit. Discontinuities that can create a GPR return or reflection might be due
to differences in soil compaction, mineralogical or sediment size differences across different soil layers,
voids, differences in soil moisture content, or buried objects (Conyers 2006). In general, the GPR operator
will collect multiple transects across a given survey area, then combine those transects during post
processing in order to get an idea of what remains beneath the surface. Depending on the type of
discontinuity, GPR reflections can appear as a curve (hyperbola) or flat surface (planar) with alternating
white-black-white or black-white-black bands that indicate the polarity of the return. Objects that are denser
or have a higher dielectric constant than the surrounding soil matrix will generally have a positive polarity
(white-black-white), while objects that are less dense than the surrounding soils (such as an air void inside
a large pipe) will have a negative polarity (black-white-black). GPR is a technology that relies on contrasts
between the general soil matrix and the target objects, so the greater the contrast between those things,
the more useful the GPR results will be.
GPR survey is highly dependent on multiple factors related to the environment, ground surface, soils,
moisture content, and target properties in order to successfully detect buried features. Clayey soils can
attenuate signal and diminish the depth of returns, obscuring features that are deeper within the soil column.
A recent rainstorm or saturated soils can also attenuate signal penetration. If the target objects are not
distinctly different from the surrounding soil matrix, whether in their general dielectric properties, density, or
moisture content, they might not present a distinct enough contrast to create a good GPR return. Especially
when looking for historic burials, and those of a great age, it is not always possible to locate every single
grave with GPR due to these challenges (Dionne et al 2010 and Conyers 2006). Sometimes the coffin or
burial itself has deteriorated or the soils in the grave shaft have become more compacted to the point where
they are homogenous with the surrounding soils, thus leaving only a very subtle or no contrast discernable
with the GPR. With all this in mind, GPR is an important tool in the survey and location of historic burials,
but it only provides an indication of what might be buried in a given area. GPR cannot confirm that no burials
or human remains are present within a given area on its own, confirmation can only be achieved through a
process of ground truthing or physical excavation – but this level of confirmation is not always necessary.
Unlike roots or other natural buried features, historic burials have specific characteristics that aid in their
identification through GPR. First, intact burials are generally rectangular in shape (when viewed in plan)
with adult burials having a length of around 2 m (6 feet) along their long access. With Christian burials,
graves are generally oriented east-west along their long access, and at a depth of between 1 to 2 m (3 to
6 feet) below the ground surface. Depending on soil conditions and the depth of bedrock or other limiting
soil features, burials are often found at shallower depths as well. In large cemeteries, whether historic or
more modern, graves are generally organized in rows or graves are grouped in plots or family groupings of
six or eight. In small rural cemeteries associated with historic farms or homesteads, graves might appear
less organized and individuals might have been buried without a coffin. In cemeteries of considerable age,
coffin remains could have deteriorated to the point where their signature is not much different than the
surrounding soils. In either case, these sorts of burials will appear as much more ephemeral features within
any GPR results.
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In terms of GPR, several aspects of a historic burial might produce a return or difference that is viewable in
the results. First, the buried coffin or grave itself can produce a positive return because the grave materials
are denser or hold more moisture than the surrounding soils. The filled-in hole for the grave (graveshaft)
might appear as a disturbed or less dense area of soil than the surrounding undisturbed soil matrix. Finally,
any surface soil or sediment that has accumulated over the graveshaft or burial might show up in contrast
to the deeper grave feature (Dionne et al 2010). When viewed in profile along a GPR transect, burials might
appear as a single hyperbolic return off the top of the coffin or multiple hyperbolic returns from different
parts of the burial. In cases where the burial is very old or the coffin has completely collapsed, the burial
might appear as a flat or planar return at the bottom of what would have been the grave shaft.
A well designed GPR survey will take these characteristics into account, along with any other factors related
to the history of the specific cemetery, and collect data in a way that provides the highest potential to identify
burial features within the survey area. First, data should be collected within organized grids, along set
transect lines. Sometimes this is not possible due to heavy brush or tree growth, but collecting data in a
grid can greatly increase confidence in the interpretation of the data. Ideally, transects should be closely
spaced (no greater than 25 cm apart) and oriented north-south in most historic cemeteries. A north-south
transect orientation ensures that the GPR will cross each individual burial (if oriented east-west) multiple
times within the survey grid, providing better data on its size, depth, and orientation. If possible, data should
also be collected over a known or marked grave as a comparison to areas of potential unmarked burials.
Finally, after data is collected it should be processed and analyzed by an archaeologist with specific
experience in identifying historic burials within GPR data. Data should be presented in both profile and planview in all reporting, and results should be mapped appropriately so the location of all findings and survey
areas are clear. GPR can provide useful information for the management, preservation, and public
interpretation of historic cemeteries when survey work is conducted appropriately.
5.3.2

Previous Remote Sensing Surveys at the Cemetery

At least four previous remote sensing surveys have been conducted in, or around, Oakland’s Historic
African-American Cemetery over the years (Table 1), but with varying levels of intensity and confidence. In
2004, Lochrane Engineering, Inc. conducted a survey of Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery in
anticipation of an FDOT road widening project for State Road 50, just to the south of the cemetery. Lochrane
determined that a GPR survey would not be feasible within the cemetery due to the sloped ground surface
and other impediments within the area. Instead, they conducted a metal detector survey along the southern
boundary of the cemetery, as well as areas to the north and east (results marked with blue dots in Figure
72). Metal objects, including likely temporary grave markers, were found in these areas and documented.
It was unclear to Lochrane staff if these were in their original locations, or had been displaced over time
(Lochrane in Chambliss 2010).
In 2007, University of Florida Master’s student Christopher Chilton conducted a GPR survey at the cemetery
as part of a larger study looking at the influence of soil types and chemistry on GPR data results in Florida.
In his thesis, Chilton gives some information on the methodology and locations of GPR survey within the
cemetery:
A GPR survey was conducted along the historical boundaries of the
Oakland Cemetery. Transects emanating outward from known graves
were completed in a grid pattern. Each transect was separated by a meter
and reference point were placed every 5 meters. The large scale of this
survey was augmented by a number of volunteers, who were able to place
pin-flags on suspected anomalies during the data collection. A total of 7
suspected unmarked graves were located in the course of three days of
surveying (Chilton 2007:62-63).
In terms of survey methodology, Chilton’s general strategy across the larger project was to set up grids for
data collection and use north-south transects, but at a 1 meter interval. He also used both a 500 and 900
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MHz antennae on each site, including the Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery. From the above
description of his work within the Oakland cemetery, it is difficult to pinpoint the exact extent of the survey
area. A figure in his thesis shows a square area marked “survey area” (shown in yellow in Figure 72), but
he also talks about collecting individual transects radiating out from each marked grave. Data from a few
individual transects are presented in his thesis, but no detailed maps of survey areas, additional transect
result images, or depth slice images from any grids are included to document these results. Grave locations
seem to have been marked with a pin flag based only on interpretation of data in the field (Chilton 2007).
In 2008, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise (FTE) requested another GPR survey on the southern edge of the
cemetery, this time to be completed by DRMP, Inc. Three grids were surveyed outside the southwest corner
of the cemetery, and four additional grids were placed somewhere along the southeastern edge (possible
locations are marked in orange in Figure 72). No information was included in their report as to the
methodology or transect interval used, and it is possible that they employed a more informal data collection
strategy instead of collecting organized transects. Either way, DRMP technicians did not find any anomalies
consistent with burials in the southwestern grids. Their letter report does say that they identified 7 anomalies
that had some potential to be related to historic burials in the southeastern grids. No images of their data
were included in the report, however, so it is impossible to verify this. Also, it is unclear exactly where these
anomalies, or even the grids they were found within, are actually located (DRMP in Chambliss 2010).
In 2010, SEARCH, Inc. conducted a GPR survey on land surrounding the fenced boundary of the Oakland’s
Historic African-American Cemetery for FTE in order to determine if graves extended outside the suspected
boundary. Seven GPR grids were completed in total, with Grid 1 located within the cemetery in the area of
a known grave, and the other six grids located to the north, east, and south of the cemetery (areas marked
in green in Figure 72). Data was collected in organized grids, with a 50 cm transect interval and 400 MHz
antenna. SEARCH’s report is the only one to provide clear information on their grid locations, along with
detailed images of all GPR results for each grid. This transparency lends a higher level of confidence to
their findings and interpretation of the data. Only one anomaly consistent with a historic burial was found
during their survey, and this was located within the fenced cemetery boundary in the area of a previously
identified grave. No possible burials were identified in their GPR grids outside the cemetery boundary
(Chambless 2010).

Year

Project Lead

Method

Findings

2004

Lochrane Engineering, Inc.

Metal Detector Survey

40 possible metal grave
markers

2007

Christopher Chilton,
University of Florida

GPR Survey – transects along cemetery
boundaries, transects around marked
graves, grid with 100 cm transect
intervals, 500 and 900 MHz antennae.
Exact locations of transects or grid are not
recorded

7 suspected unmarked
graves

2008

DRMP, Inc.

GPR Survey – 7 grids, methodology
unclear, southeastern grid location
unclear

7 anomalies possibly
associated with burials in
the southeastern grids,
exact location unclear

2010

Elizabeth Chamblis,
SEARCH, Inc.

Pedestrian Survey – walked along edges
of cemetery looking for indications of
graves, used a t-bar to probe in suspect
areas
GPR Survey – 7 grids, one within the
cemetery and the rest outside the
boundary. Systematic grids, 50 cm
transect intervals, 400 MHz antenna

One anomaly consistent
with a historic burial found
within the cemetery, no
anomalies outside the
fenced cemetery
boundary
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5.3.3

Previous Headstone Documentation Efforts

From 2008 to 2009, Jason Wenzel directed a research and documentation project at Oakland’s Historic
African-American Cemetery with help from Valencia College students, local community members, and
descendants of those buried in the cemetery. Over a series of many field visits, Wenzel’s students and
members of the Central Florida Anthropological Society documented headstone transcriptions and
morphology on paper forms, documented cemetery boundaries and marked burial locations with a total
station (Figure 73), documented and mapped surface finds such as grave offerings (Figure 74), cleared
brush and vegetation obscuring grave markers, and created a photographic inventory of all visible grave
markers (Wenzel 2008; Wenzel et al. 2012; Wenzel 2022). Images from this survey have been included in
the discussion section below in order to highlight change in cemetery conditions over time.
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5.3.4

Methods and Considerations

In late November and early December of 2021, Cardno staff conducted a condition assessment of grave
markers and other mortuary features within Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery. A specific
assessment form tailored to the types of mortuary features found within the cemetery was developed based
on best practices, established cemetery terminology, and existing grave marker assessment forms
developed by the National Park Service’s (NPS) National Center for Preservation Technology and Training
(NCPTT) and the Chicora Foundation. A copy of this form is included in Appendix E for future condition
assessments by Town of Oakland staff and volunteers.
Each permanent grave marker was given a sequential designation consisting of the letter “M” and a unique
number, temporary funeral home markers received a designation starting with a “T” and then a unique
number, PVC markers a “P” and number, and grave offerings the letter “S” and a number. GPS points were
taken on all mortuary features, and photographs were taken of all permanent grave markers, temporary
funeral home markers, and surface finds. For grave markers with inscriptions, information was recorded
exactly as it appears on the marker: capital letters were kept capitalized, lower case recorded as lower
case, punctuation recorded as on the marker. When the inscription continued on another part of the marker
“//” was used to designate that change. When the inscription moved to another line on the same part of a
marker “/” was used to designate it. A discussion of assessment results and threats posed to the cemetery
is detailed below. The individual condition assessment information for each masonry grave marker along
with photo documentation is provided in Appendix E.
5.3.4.1

Terminology Used in Assessment

Types
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Existing Conditions
Tablet
Headstone (no base)
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Headstone (stacked base)
Slab
Raised vault or box tomb
Fencing
Vernacular Style
Temporary Funeral Home Marker
Military-Issue Marker
Footstone
Curbing
Obelisk or Pedestal
Other

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Out-of-Plumb
Fallen
Cracked
Staining
Sunken
Chipping
Broken
Biological Growth
Animal burrowing
Sugaring

Condition Ratings
•

Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Concrete
Granite
Plastic
Marble
Metal
Other
Shell
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Good – Structurally sound; minor to
moderate staining or biological growth
Fair – Out-of-Plumb or sunken; moderate
staining or biological growth
Poor – Cracked, fallen, or broken; heavy
staining or biological growth
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5.3.5

Grave Marker Condition Assessment Overview and Discussion

Overall, the condition of the majority of permanent grave markers within the Oakland’s Historic AfricanAmerican Cemetery was either good (22%, N=6) or fair (37%, N=10), 41% (N=11) of grave markers were
identified as being in poor condition (Figure 75). Markers in good condition are structurally sound, but might
exhibit some minor biological growth, staining, or might be slightly sunken. Overall, they are stable but
require some minimal maintenance. Markers in fair condition exhibit some signs of deterioration, or might
have some minor damage that could get worse without timely intervention. Issues such as moderate
staining or biological growth, headstones that were tilted or out-of-plumb, and headstones that were sunken
or becoming covered over with soil were designated as being in fair condition. Finally, grave markers in
poor condition are actively deteriorating or in danger of being completely destroyed due to heavy cracking,
falling over, breakage, being covered in heavy staining or biological growth, or impacts from nearby
vegetation such as downed trees. Grave markers in poor condition should be prioritized for stabilization
and appropriate intervention. Despite the differences in current condition for grave markers within the
cemetery, all of the headstones and other grave markers face similar threats that could lead to further
damage or deterioration. These threats are discussed in more detail below. In addition to these marked
graves, previous GPR studies have indicated the presence of numerous unmarked graves within the
property (Figure 76). While the impacts of these threats are slightly different for unmarked graves, the fact
that they are unmarked puts them at greater threat because their locations are uncertain.
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5.3.5.1

Tree Falls

Tree falls, whether fallen branches or whole trees, are a huge threat in any historic cemetery. While trees
lend shade and a beautiful backdrop for a cemetery, and were often planted on or next to graves at the
time of burial, they can easily damage or destroy headstones if they are not managed appropriately. At
Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery, years of unchecked growth have allowed invasive and other
fast-growing tree species to flourish within burial areas. Non-native trees, and even native species like water
oaks, can often have shallow root structures or heavy canopies that make them prone to fall in storms or
wind events. During the condition assessment survey, Cardno staff noted many fallen trees that impacted
or endangered historic grave markers. One headstone in particular, a vernacular headstone made from
concrete with impressed shells (M14), was knocked over and broken when a tree fell directly on top of it.
Images from previous documentation efforts led by Wenzel et al. (2008) show what that same headstone
looked like before the tree fall (Figure 77). Even when trees fall in areas of unmarked graves, they can
damage burials when root balls are pulled from the ground. This can expose buried human remains, cause
distress to descendants, and require costly interventions to rebury the individual. In other areas of the
cemetery, grave markers are at risk from nearby trees. Marker M4 (Figure 78) is in good condition, but that
could change quickly. A mature oak tree just to the east of M4 looms directly above the marker, and if that
branch of the tree falls, it could crush the headstone and cause severe damage.
During a follow up site visit on February 22, 2022 archaeologists noted the recent collapse of a large tree
in the vicinity of the Davis and Johnson markers (M11 and M24) (Figure 79). This new tree fall event
emphasizes the instability of the vegetation within the cemetery and the immediate need for remediation at
the site.
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5.3.5.2

Broken Markers and Cracked Vaults

All broken markers within Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery were classified as being in poor
condition. In addition to being sacred monuments to the deceased, headstones and other grave markers
are also historical documents that often record the name and personal information of an individual.
Sometimes a grave marker is the only historical document that remains to provide information about that
person. When a headstone is broken, whether through vandalism or natural processes, a piece of history
can be lost along with it. Broken pieces can easily be displaced, lost, or stolen if they are not promptly
repaired or reset using appropriate conservation methods. Resetting broken headstone pieces should only
be done by a skilled conservator with experience in historic masonry and materials repairs. Each different
material found in a historic grave marker (concrete, marble, granite, etc.) requires specific adhesives and
color matching in order to ensure that more damage is not done to the marker. Inappropriate adhesives
can result in further damage to the marker over time. M23 and M6 show the dangers of leaving broken
headstones unrepaired (Figure 80). Shattered fragments can be easily lost or covered up over time, and in
the case of M6 the broken piece contains most of the inscription bearing information about the deceased
individual. If this fragment of the headstone were stolen or lost it would take that important information with
it.
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For above ground grave vaults and box tombs, damage can take on a slightly different form. Figure 81
shows a detailed view of the top of M1. Extensive cracking and damage to the top of the box tomb led to
M1 being classified as in “poor” condition. Cracking to the top of the vault allows water to percolate down
into the masonry structure below and can cause damage and destabilization over time. Also, cracks allow
places for vegetation to take root, further widening the cracks and destabilizing the structure of the tomb.
Vegetation growing within the cracks should be carefully removed during routine cemetery maintenance,
and qualified mason or historic preservation professional should be contracted to re-point and seal the
cracks using materials appropriate to the historic fabric of the grave vault. The other box tomb within the
cemetery should be regularly inspected to look for similar cracking so that damage does not occur over
time.
Vegetation regrowth within the cracked and damaged box tomb (M1) was observed and documented during
the follow up site visit in February 2022 (Figure 82). Archaeologists also noted the rapid regrowth of
vegetation throughout the previously cleared area of the cemetery. If left unchecked, the regrowth will
continue to obscure grave markers and pose a threat to the integrity of markers, especially those that are
already in poor condition.
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5.3.5.3

Out-of-Plumb or Fallen Markers

Because of the soft, sandy soils and uneven, sloping terrain within Oakland’s Historic African-American
Cemetery, many of the permanent grave markers are tilted or out-of-plumb to some degree. Even some of
the markers identified as being in “good” condition exhibit some tilting, but it is the markers with an extreme
level of tilt (more than 15 degrees off from vertical) within the “fair” and “poor” categories that should be
prioritized for future intervention. Slightly tilted grave markers often lend a feeling of age and history to a
cemetery; they show that this is not a new place with tightly regimented headstones. However, once
headstones have tilted past a certain point, they pose a threat both to the integrity of the stone and the
safety of visitors to the cemetery. Extremely tilted headstones can easily fall and break during routine
maintenance or natural storm events. Also, unsuspecting visitors to a leaning headstone might cause the
grave marker to fall and injure themselves or others. This is not only a loss to the historic integrity of the
cemetery, but also a liability for the cemetery owner who wants to allow visitors to enter the property. Once
a headstone has fallen, it is subject to additional threats. Fallen headstones can easily be covered over by
soil and vegetation and become lost or damaged. They also become a tripping hazard to visitors walking
within the cemetery. At Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery, being out-of-plumb was one of the
most common condition issues observed for permanent grave markers within the cemetery (Figure 83).
With proper training, oversight, and guidance, re-leveling out-of-plumb headstones and grave markers is a
task that can be completed by volunteers and maintenance staff. The Chicora Foundation and the National
Park Service provide guides on resetting tilted grave markers (https://www.chicora.org/resetting.html and
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/preservedocs/preservation-briefs/48Preserve-BriefGraveMarkers.pdf ), and Cardno staff can provide future trainings or guidance on methods for headstone
leveling. An overview of best practices is included below.
1. Assess the size and base type for the grave marker in order to determine the best plan for safely
lifting and removing the stone ahead of leveling. Most stones will require a simple wooden clamp
system, while larger markers with a more substantial base might need a winch or hoist to remove
them.
2. Set up plumb lines or levels to determine the new orientation for the grave marker.
3. Once the grave marker has been carefully removed from the ground and set aside, enlarge the
hole on three sides only. Leave one side intact so the compacted earth can help hold up the
headstone once it is reset. All soil should be placed on a tarp so that it can be easily put back in
the hole.
4. Use pea gravel to fill in the base of the hole to the level where the base of the headstone should
be and tamp it down. Carefully place the headstone back in the hole, level, and use a mix of
removed soil and gravel to fill in the rest of the hole.
5. Continue to adjust and level the headstone, and carefully tamp down the soil around the headstone
until it is secure in the ground.
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At least two headstones within the cemetery have completely fallen over (Figure 84). M5 is located in the
northwestern portion of the cemetery and was documented as a headstone that had fallen off its base. M24
is a headstone with its concrete base still attached that has also fallen over on the eastern edge of the
cemetery. Both headstones pose a tripping hazard and could easily be covered over with soil or leaf litter
if they are not reset and releveled. Otherwise, both markers are in relatively good condition and should be
stable enough to stand upright again.
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5.3.5.4

Sunken and Lost Markers

As discussed above, grave markers are not only sacred monuments to the deceased, they are also
historical documents that need appropriate care and conservation. Once they are gone, they take important
information with them about the individual who was buried in that place. At Oakland’s Historic AfricanAmerican Cemetery, past condition assessment work (Wenzel et al. 2008) provided important information
about markers that had become completely sunken beneath the ground surface or lost. Based on
information from the 2008 cemetery survey, Cardno staff knew that a marble military headstone for Joseph
Johnson was located somewhere in the southwestern corner of the cemetery. Careful probing in the area
revealed that the headstone had become completely covered with soil, and would have been lost if not for
the previous documentation effort (Figure 85). Cardno staff carefully uncovered, mapped, and documented
the headstone once again as part of the current study. This example shows how easily headstones,
especially flat tablet styles, can be lost over a relatively short time. In this case, over the span of only 12
years a grave marker was completely buried by soil and new vegetation. A careful and systematic probing
survey within the cemetery might reveal additional buried grave markers.
Unfortunately, not all of the grave markers documented in the 2008 efforts led by Wenzel et al. were able
to be relocated. One in particular was documented as Grave 21 during the 2008 survey of the cemetery
property (Figure 86). This marker was described to Wenzel et al. by local community members and
cemetery stewards as an axle from a Ford Model T car that had been painted and repurposed as a grave
marker. Despite intensive pedestrian survey in the area where this marker had been previously recorded,
Cardno staff were unable to relocate this interesting grave marker. It is possible that this marker was
knocked over and covered up by a large tree fall in the area, or that its location near a boundary fence for
the cemetery made it easier for someone to steal from the property. Whichever the case, this example
shows the importance of repeated cemetery surveys and condition assessments over the years. Were it
not for the documentation efforts led by Wenzel et al. and community members, we would not have images
of this grave marker today.
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5.3.5.5

Temporary Funeral Home Markers

Temporary Funeral Home Markers are a common grave marker type within Oakland’s Historic AfricanAmerican Cemetery, with 42 markers of this type recorded during the current survey effort. Temporary
grave markers made of metal first came into use in the 1890s, although styles similar to those found in this
cemetery were not patented until the early 20th Century (Hill and Pye 2012). Multiple temporary markers
within the cemetery contain patent numbers that are helpful in dating them. One temporary marker type in
particular (with the patent numbers 1276798 and 1573268 embossed on the back) was manufactured by
the W. F. Norman Sheet Metal Manufacturing Company of Missouri for decades starting in the 1920s
(Figure 87). In fact, temporary markers in this same style are still manufactured today (Hill and Pye 2012:7879). Several styles are found within the cemetery, including the “Regular” type found with the above patent
numbers and a “Crown” style shown in Figure 88 from a trade catalogue from 1934. Despite minor stylistic
differences, these markers were all used in a similar way. A small paper card was inscribed with the name
and other personal information of the deceased and placed on the grave plot just after burial. Sometimes
these temporary markers were intended to be temporary, and a permanent marker was added later. Often,
however, these “temporary” markers ended up being the only grave marker the individual would ever
receive.
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While they are original features of the cemetery landscape, placed by the funeral home or loved ones at
the time of burial, temporary grave markers pose additional challenges to cemetery maintenance and
documentation. First, these temporary grave markers can be easily dislodged from the ground and moved
from their original location. Not only does this cause confusion about the location of graves, but it also
means that these markers can be easily lost, stolen, or destroyed over the years. Another challenge is that
the small slip of paper with the name and dates of the deceased can degrade or disappear over time. Only
one temporary grave marker, T21 (shown in Figure 88), was found to still contain the original paper within
its frame. Wenzel et al. (2008) found two additional temporary grave markers with paper labels still intact
during their earlier survey. One of these was relocated during the current survey, but the paper label was
no longer present (Figure 89), while the other marker was not relocated by Cardno staff during this study
(Figure 90). These examples show how vulnerable these temporary markers are to loss and destruction
due to natural and man-made threats. Even over the span of a little more than a decade, labels can decay
and markers can be lost. Where possible, temporary markers should be replaced with permanent markers
in order to ensure that grave remain marked into the future.
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5.4

Grave Marker 3D Imagery

Once the grave marker cleaning, assessment, and documentation of the site through standard practices
was completed, the team conducted a supplementary phase of documentation. Cardno’s photogrammetry
specialist captured high-quality 3D-imagery of several grave markers located across the site. Due to project
constraints, this technique was only applied to a select few grave markers. However, the application of this
technology to cemetery features goes beyond standard documentation and establishes a critical baseline
of the current condition of the cemetery for measuring conservation moving forward. Furthermore, this
technology provides an excellent vehicle for education and public outreach opportunities. The details and
results of this process are outlined below.
5.4.1

Field Work

The greatest obstacles for public access at Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery are terrain and
vegetation; however, these elements also form part of the core character and setting of the cemetery. The
overhead foliage provides shade, seclusion, and screening from nearby development, while the steep
terrain offers further separation of space between the cemetery and the surrounding world. One way to
offer a low impact public “in” to this space is to present it as an interactive digital environment with enough
fine detail that monuments can still be read and small elements, such as shell or other embellishments, can
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be clearly observed. This does not relieve the need for further vegetation clearing work, some of which is
necessary for the protection and preservation of existing grave markers.
Cardno scientists applied Shape from Motion (SfM) photogrammetry to create detailed scale models of four
grave sites that demonstrate a variety of styles and settings at the cemetery. Because the tree canopy
prohibited drone flight, we took pedestrian photographs of the grave sites from as many angles as could be
accessed, using geo-referencing markers on the ground to help place the SfM model in geographic space.
Photographs were taken with a Sony Alpha-6000 mirrorless digital camera with a tripod and two second
delay to reduce blur and allow for the maximum aperture size. The geo-referencing markers for each of the
four models were recorded with a total-station tied into benchmarks at the nearest road, set with
approximately three centimeters of error. This level of accuracy is sufficient for high precision modeling and
the creation of “composite” models, featuring multiple grave monuments in the same virtual space. The
data and photos were able to be collected in one day by two people.
5.4.2

Software Processing

Photographs were fed into Agisoft MetaShape software and processed as follows. The software details are
included so that the method may be later recreated or improved. The photo-alignments were improved by
manual adjustments of every geo-referencing marker in each photograph. The alignments were further
refined by a recursive process of analyzing tie points for covariance, and then discarding the tie points that
had the highest covariance. Discarded points were selected using gradual selection, applying
reconstruction of uncertainty (setting 10), and reprojection error (setting 0.5). Mesh was generated from
depth maps (1.5 million faces) and texture was produced at the highest resolution possible with the
computer’s GPU specifications (8398 tile size). Total station data was imported to set the geo-referenced
targets. Then models were decimated to 200,000 faces and exported as Wave Front Objects (OBJ) with
JPEG texture.
Models were imported into ArcGIS and then a very basic virtual ground surface was created from an existing
set of contour lines. Contour lines were assigned a Z-value through the elevation setting with Z-values taken
directly from the attribute table of the contour lines. Vertical exaggeration was fine-tuned until the contour
landscape fitted into each of the four models. It is estimated that total processing time was approximately
four days.
5.4.3

Results

The composite model environment was turned into a short two minute 30 second video available as a nonsearchable YouTube® link https://youtu.be/eeUKtwsdDSA . Please consider the video a rough draft with
environmental rendering that could be refined and smoothed, models that could be greatly improved by
trimming and greater data capture, and rough camera movements that should be reanimated. However,
we believe this video can demonstrate how such a product is of public value, showing the geographic setting
of the cemetery, its total obscurity beneath dense foliage, a detailed look at the monuments themselves,
and the inter-relation of grave monuments in the landscape.
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6

Management Plan and Recommendations

The following management plan section has been developed by Cardno for the Town of Oakland and the
community to address both general and specific needs for the preservation and management of Oakland’s
Historic African-American Cemetery (8OR9567). Each subsection covers the areas discussed previously
in the condition assessment portion of this report (Section 5) and presents guidance for achieving project
goals. General recommendations for equipment, staffing and budget requirements are outlined in Section
7.4. The management plan also includes a prioritized list of action items to be addressed for the ongoing
care and preservation of the cemetery.

6.1

Ecology

6.1.1

Nuisance Species Control and Large Problematic Tree Removal

The removal of the large Chinaberry trees and any other large problematic trees will require the use of a
crane parked adjacent to the Cemetery. This will allow for the safe extraction of the trees without onsite soil
disturbance. Stumps will be left in place and cut as close to the soil surface as possible. No stump grinding
will take place. All stumps will be treated with appropriate herbicide to be applied by a Public Certified
Natural Areas applicator. Goals include maintaining no soil disturbance and the preservation of the native
natural canopy.
6.1.2

Nuisance and Exotic Species Control – Initial Treatment

Removal of nuisance exotic species classified as Category I and Category II will need both an initial
treatment and then routine maintenance. Removal will be conducted utilizing backpack sprayers operated
by Public Certified Natural Areas applicators. Dead vegetation will be removed (stumps cut to ground, vines
removed from tree branches, grasses cut at ground surface, bagged, and hauled away etc.) by hand within
one month following treatment and will not be allowed to rot in place unless removal would cause ground
disturbance.
6.1.3

Routine Maintenance Plan

6.1.3.1

Nuisance Exotic Species Control

Bi-monthly treatment (one day, every other month) is recommended in the first year following initial
treatment of nuisance exotic species for a total of 6 events in that first year. Treatment would begin within
60 days after initial treatment. This will ensure that nuisance exotic species are greatly reduced or even
eradicated from the Cemetery and that the native plant community thrives. Treatment will be conducted by
a Public Certified Natural Areas applicator.
6.1.3.2

Annual Weeding/Tidy Event

An annual, one day event to provide a weed and tidy clean-up event is recommended. The event would
address the encroachment of vegetation into pathways or around headstones, pick up fallen debris, and
evaluate/propose community projects that might benefit the cemetery. The effort may be conducted by an
internal volunteer group or by a non-profit/volunteer group within the community (i.e. Boy Scouts of America,
Girl Scouts, SERTOMA, etc.) and supervised by an ecologist or archaeologist to ensure there is no property
damage or soil disturbance.
6.1.3.3

Certified Arborist Evaluation – Every 2-3 Years

Every 2-3 years an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) certified arborist should inspect the trees
within the Cemetery to evaluate tree health. The arborist may recommend a one-time or ongoing treatment
plan depending on tree health. The arborist would identify if disease is problematic or if limbs are likely to
fall on and damage structures. Costs of any additional Arborist work is not included in this plan. The longterm goal is the preservation of the natural native canopy.
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6.1.4

Aesthetics

6.1.4.1

Meandering pathways

The Town of Oakland and its community have expressed an interest in establishing a simple pathway
through the cemetery for visitors. In an effort to protect structures and create boundaries, it may be prudent
to encourage meandering pathways through various means: mulched pathways, timber or masonry
borders, definitive planting of clumping herbaceous native plants, etc. The landscape across the cemetery
is sloped; therefore, utilizing more durable materials such as pavers to establish a pathway would require
grading and leveling the ground surface. Due to the sensitive nature of this historic cemetery site, ground
disturbing activates should be avoided across most of the property. Cardno recommends simple additions
to the ground surface to delineate pathways in the selected area. Common trail identifiers such as flat sided
wood timbers resting on either side of the trail with or without a mulch interior. Flat sided timbers are unlikely
to move in the sloped environment. Stone could be used in a similar fashion and would increase longevity
in Florida’s humid environment but would likely incur higher initial costs. Alternately, definitive planting of
clumping herbaceous native plants may be selected as the primary path delineation or work in conjunction
with timber and stone selections. While the interior portion of the path may be left in its natural state if
desired, the addition of a weed-barrier and mulch may reduce some trail maintenance requirements due to
vegetation regrowth. Utilizing a machine to mulch fallen trees at the site may be a cost saving mechanism
initially and for ongoing maintenance of the pathway.
Identification of the final path location and extent will need to be determined once a complete site vegetation
clearing has been accomplished and all fallen trees have been removed. Costs to install and maintain a
pathway are reliant on materials selected and final dimensions of the path chosen. Based on field survey
observations of grave marker locations, ground slope and existing natural paths within the cemetery,
Cardno has identified an appropriate area to establish a main path that can be extended or branched once
full site clearing is complete (Figure 91). Ingress and egress from the cemetery gate to the central pathway
should be directed along the north fence line as the slope is more gradual and easily traversed by visitors.
If the installation of a bench or benches are a desired addition to the cemetery, Cardno recommends
placement along the north fence line where the path from the gate meets the pathway through the cemetery.
This pleasant, well shaded area is relatively level, set back from any potential interments and provides a
view of the center of the cemetery.
6.1.4.2

Native Naturalized Aesthetic Landscaping

Following the treatment of nuisance exotic species, some areas may need to be replanted. This would be
a time to strategically place native plants in the landscape to decrease the chances of nuisance exotics or
non-native species from becoming prolific in these areas. Suggested native plantings would provide a
natural, long-lasting, self-maintaining buffer or screen from the adjacent highway or neighborhood. As well,
native species would fill in areas that are not near any historic cemetery structures and provide a more
natural setting and aesthetic.
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6.2

Geology

The Town of Oakland and community members noted concerns of potential flooding or standing water
within the cemetery as it relates to the adjacent residential development and the identified storm water
culvert. As the cemetery is located on a slope and extends toward the lowest elevation in the area, this
concern has merit in regard to erosion of cemetery soils. Cardno recommends that the Town of Oakland
continue to collaborate with developers in regards to potential drainage and runoff issues that may impact
soils in and around the cemetery. Analysis of aerial imagery shows an increase in sinkhole water levels
since 2018. While the site assessment did not identify present evidence of soil damage within the site as a
result of the recent development surrounding the cemetery, the survey was conducted during Florida’s drier
months. Therefore, Cardno recommends that additional pedestrian surveys be conducted during the middle
of the wet season to determine if flooding is occurring within the project site and the degree to which it
infiltrates the cemetery along its western boundary.
As discussed in the geological assessment, minor soil displacement is occurring from higher elevations
within the cemetery to lower elevations (east to west and south to north) due to seasonal rainfall. While the
amount of soil moved by rain over time does not appear to be threat to the overall integrity of the site, the
process of soil displacement has likely obscured a number of grave markers from identification during the
course of this survey and will continue to obscure a number of markers identified and exposed to date. The
necessary additional clearing of the existing vegetation canopy and understory may exacerbate this natural
process. Therefore, Cardno recommends that at minimum an alleviation of soil buildup over grave markers
be established as part of the regular maintenance of the site. This can be accomplished via simple cleaning
with small dust brooms to remove soil buildup on low-lying markers and potentially the resetting of toppled
vertical markers. Additional information and a training aid is provided in the next section.

6.3

Cemetery Features

6.3.1

GPR Recommendations

Despite the number of GPR surveys that have been conducted in and around Oakland’s Historic AfricanAmerican Cemetery over the years, only the work conducted by SEARCH provides a high level of
confidence in the results. SEARCH staff collected data in organized grids, documented their grid locations
so they could be relocated, and included both profile and plan view images of their GPR data in their final
report. While Chilton (2007) surveyed a much larger area within the cemetery itself, it appears that most of
this was done with informal methods such as running individual transects out from known graves and
interpreting data in the field, instead of collecting data in organized grids and creating images of the results.
While field interpretation of GPR data is possible, it provides a lower level of confidence in the results. Data
can only be viewed in profile, and it can be difficult to differentiate between ephemeral grave signatures
and natural features such as roots, soil changes, or rocks.
Based on all this, and the realities of GPR survey in general, there is a high likelihood that previous GPR
survey within the cemetery could have missed additional unmarked graves. Also, it is possible that some
anomalies interpreted in the field as historic burials could actually be natural features. Without actual images
of the data that was collected, it is impossible to judge the accuracy of the previous work. If it is a priority
for descendants, community members, and land managers to have the most accurate information possible
on unmarked burial locations within the cemetery, then additional GPR survey might be warranted. The
topography and uneven ground surface within the cemetery do pose a challenge to collecting GPR data
within organized grids, but with proper brush clearing and vegetation management, it is not impossible.
6.3.2

Grave Marker Stabilization and Repair

As noted in the grave marker condition assessment overview section of this report, 21 of the 27 masonry
grave markers identified during the survey are classified as being in fair or poor condition. As such, at
minimum a prioritized conservation effort for grave markers classified as being in poor condition is
warranted. Cardno recommends the Town of Oakland hire a professional conservator with experience in
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headstone repairs to fix broken and cracked headstones using appropriate materials. Where possible, relevel and re-set fallen or tilted markers so further damage does not occur. This can be done with volunteer
help after proper training in best practices.
Grave Marker Maintenance Plan

6.3.3

The following section covers basic measures and best practices for the regular maintenance of historic
cemeteries. Specifically, as it relates to cleaning masonry grave markers and removing vegetation in close
proximity to burial markers in general. The layout is intended to be easily accessible as informational
handouts for volunteer groups if needed.
6.3.3.1

Headstone Cleaning

DO…
•

Use water, soft plastic bristle brushes (such as a soft tire brush), and D2 Biological Solution to
clean headstones when appropriate

•

Only scrub headstones that are stable (do not scrub headstones with inset shells)

•

Spray headstone with water, then apply D2 solution (50/50 water and D2), lightly scrub with soft
bristly brush, rinse with water

•

For delicate headstones (those with inset shells), spray gently with water and D2 solution but do
not scrub

DON’T….
•

Do not use bleach, dish soap, shaving cream, or any other cleaning agent on grave markers

•

Do not use harsh brushes with stiff or metal bristles

•

When in doubt, do not clean headstones
Vegetation Removal

6.3.3.2
DO…
•

Use small clippers to cut vegetation near the ground surface

•

Keep paths, walkways, and grave areas clear of new growth

•

Trim dead or overhanging tree limbs before they fall

•

Assess health of trees on a yearly basis, preferably before hurricane season, and remove those
that are dead or in danger of falling

•

After a storm, visit the cemetery to look for fallen limbs or damage to headstones

•

Work with volunteers from the Oakland Nature Preserve

DON’T…
•

Do not pull out vegetation, even small plants, from the root. This can cause damage to nearby
grave markers

•

Do not use herbicides like Round Up near grave markers

•

Do not bring heavy equipment into the cemetery

•

Do not use weed whackers near grave markers or burial areas
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6.3.3.3

Maintenance Tasks on a Monthly Basis

•

Vegetation clearing and routine maintenance like trash pick up

•

Check for safety issues such as broken locks, downed fences, or obstructions to paths

6.3.3.4

Maintenance Tasks on a Yearly Basis

•

Headstone Cleaning with D2 Biological Solution (once a year at most)

•

Condition Assessment for Cemetery and Individual Grave Markers

6.3.3.5

Maintenance Tasks Prior to and Just After Storm Events or Natural Disasters

•

Trim dead or overhanging trees and limbs before storm events

•

After a storm, and once it is safe to do so, check the cemetery for downed trees and document
any damage to headstones. Fallen trees and limbs should be removed after creating a plan on
the safest way to do so.
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6.4

Interpretation, Partnership, Public Outreach, and Education

What are the wishes and priorities of the descendant community, as well as the broader Black
community of Oakland, in relation to public outreach and interpretation at this cemetery? How do
descendants and community members want this cemetery to look?
This is the foremost question in formulating a public outreach and interpretation plan for Oakland’s Historic
African-American Cemetery. Is this something that descendants want? Is this something that community
members and other directly-related stakeholder groups from the Black community of Oakland want? The
Town of Oakland should begin this process by continuing their conversations and consultation with
descendants and stakeholders in order to answer these questions. Descendant and other stakeholder
wishes and feedback should guide all decision making related to the maintenance and interpretation of the
cemetery.
Does this education program or event center the stories and history of the Black community of the
Town of Oakland? Is it truthful about the history it shares?
Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery has an important role to play as a place to learn about the
history of the Town of Oakland and its Black residents, in the past and present. While the stories and history
related to individuals buried within the cemetery can often be inspiring, positive, and uplifting, history related
to the challenges and violence caused by anti-Black policies and practices in the past are not. Does the
interpretation developed for the cemetery address these painful realities? Why did African Americans in the
Town of Oakland need their own cemetery separate from their white neighbors? Which individuals or
aspects of Oakland’s history do African American residents today want to see highlighted at the cemetery?
Interpretation plans should directly address these issues and present the history in a way that is factual and
does not soften what actually occurred.
What groups are these programs geared towards and what are the demographics of those who
actually attend?
Any public interpretation or outreach plan for the cemetery should consider the intended target audience.
Which programs are geared towards descendants and African American community members? Which are
targeted at the broader Oakland community? Are there programs that are more appropriate for visitors or
tourists from outside the area? When possible, the Town of Oakland should survey participants at cemetery
events in order to collect data on demographics, as well as participant assessments of the programming.
This information is vital in improving programming at the cemetery over time, and ensuring that programs
meet the needs of the local community.
How many visitors can this cemetery sustain on a yearly basis and what uses are appropriate for
this space?
Like any park or cultural resource, there is a limit to the number of visitors a historic cemetery can sustain
on a yearly basis. Especially with Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery, the sensitive nature of
the space along with the fragile nature of some of the grave markers mean that great consideration should
be given to the number of visitors allowed in. Public events and fieldtrips might prove popular, and are
important in educating the public about this place, but are they sustainable for this cemetery? Decisions on
access to the cemetery should be balanced with the need to preserve the historic fabric of the space.
Increased wear and tear on paths and grave markers could result from an inappropriate level of usage. The
Town of Oakland should consider alternative means of allowing access to the site such as virtual tours or
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interpretive signage outside the gated area so that even when the cemetery is closed, visitors can still learn
about the history of the place.
With these goals and considerations in mind, Cardno recommends continued dialogue with descendants
and community members related to Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery in order to determine
the best plan for future public interpretation and outreach. Conversations with Betty Wade at the beginning
of this project indicate that descendants want a more passive and limited use of the space. A path and
benches should be added as places of contemplation, but access to the cemetery should be limited in order
to protect it from vandalism or further damage from too many visitors. Signage, in the form of a kiosk with
interpretive panels detailing the history of the cemetery, should be developed in collaboration with
descendants and installed near the entrance of the cemetery.
Virtual tours or a website might be the best way for most people to “access” the cemetery. Photogrammetric
models of grave markers and the cemetery itself can allow people to visit the cemetery without fear of
causing any damage to this sensitive place. Other historic cemetery sites have developed websites or ESRI
story maps to highlight the unique features and histories of their cemeteries, increasing their reach to people
around the world. A few examples are included in the list below:
•

•
•

East End Cemetery, Richmond, Virginia
o Website: https://friendsofeastend.com/
o Story Map: https://dsl.richmond.edu/eastend/#loc=17/37.53643438387326/77.38787305075677
o Guidebook: https://friendsofeastend.com/booklet/
Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Texas
o Story Map: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/13228588aac84117aa781d85abbc1b5a
Historic Friendship Chapel Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery, Wake Forest, North Carolina
o Story Map:
https://newsouth.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=3ef1d5a588294c6
19b00736526bbe510

A website and Story Map created for Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery could integrate all the
research and documentation work that has been completed up to this point in a way that is accessible to a
wide audience. Spatial data collected during the current survey work, in addition to headstone photos, 3D
models, previous GPR findings, historic photos and maps, oral histories, and even videos of descendants
and community members talking about the history of the place and those buried there could be integrated
in a digital platform. Much like the guidebook created for the East End Cemetery in Richmond, a similar
guidebook could be created for this cemetery and copies could be printed and made available at local
schools, churches, the Orange County Regional History Center, or the Healthy West Orange Art and
Heritage Center at the Town of Oakland. An interactive website and well-designed guidebook could provide
interested individuals and school groups with a way to access and explore the cemetery space without
negatively impacting it through over use. In addition to these recommendations, wherever possible, the
history of Oakland’s Historic African-American Cemetery should be incorporated into existing history tours,
exhibits, and events in order to promote it to the broadest local audience. Established partners like the
Oakland Nature Preserve and the East Central Regional Center of the Florida Public Archaeology Network
can assist in this process. The Archival Research section of this report (Section 4) was structured to
compliment printed and digital interpretive materials. Specifically, the Known Interments subsection which
provides information based on available historic documentation on the lives of individuals at rest in the
cemetery.
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6.4.1

Recommendations for Further Digital Work

In addition to some level of signage, online and printed materials, curricula, and other traditional means of
public outreach, Cardno recommends that the application of digital site modeling could enhance each of
these modes of communication. Any interpretations created to present Oakland Cemetery to the community
should benefit foremost from consultation with community members themselves, churches, or other interest
groups. So that the final outreach product can be geared towards a given audience through feedback or
collaboration. With these general principles in mind, Cardno presents the results of our preliminary threedimensional modeling, and go over a number of hypothetical applications that could be further developed
through community involvement.
6.4.1.1

Digital Video

A larger scale documentation project resulting in a publicly available video like the one above could provide
a full tour of the cemetery. This would require a far more intensive level of data collection processed into
individual photogrammetry models for all extant grave markers and the overall cemetery environment. For
this option, Cardno would recommend that a team return to photograph every visible extant marker at the
cemetery, and also collect a blanket series of photographs over the intervening spaces with a monopod, or
low altitude drone. Then each grave marker could be modeled and placed into a comprehensive composite
site model, which would provide a virtual glimpse into the self-contained world of the cemetery in its
environment. It would also be a simple next step to interpret GPR results, and place simple virtual grave
markers to signify the locations of unmarked graves in the above ground landscape. Cardno recommends
partnering with a community-based film-maker, consultant, or descendent to select music or other elements
for the video. Partnering with a church for musical backing may also be a desirable option.
6.4.1.2

Interactive Site Model

For this option, Cardno would recommend the same data collection and model processing described under
the last heading, but the public presentation would take a different format. One option could be hosting the
full cemetery model on Cardno.ai, a digital platform that allows the display and exploration of many kinds
of 3D geographic information on any web browser. With a user name and password provided to the Town
of Oakland (or a series of user names for greater user access), the cemetery model could be explored by
anyone with access to a computer. Another simple application of the Cardno.ai platform would be to have
the model displayed on a tablet or large format touch screen as an interactive exhibit in a museum, library,
or school setting.
Another, more scope-intensive, option would be to feed the completed model into a third software so that
it can be explored in a game engine in virtual reality (VR). Cardno can provide staff with the capabilities to
complete this task with Unity, an open source game design engine. The resulting 3D environment could be
explored with mouse and keyboard, game controller, or even with a full digital VR headset for an immersive
viewing experience.
A third option is to host the cemetery model on a free platform such as SketchFab. Even this option would
allow people to look at the model using a headset smartphone adapter for an enhanced interactive
experience. However, there would be challenges to resolution. Even the preliminary quality in the video
linked above would not be possible using a free interactive platform.
6.4.1.3

Example Classroom Application: Outdoor Virtual Cemetery Visit

With individual grave markers, a virtual space can be set up in a schoolyard or any open safe environment,
where students may walk around to different virtual markers visible on the screens of smartphones or
tablets, “projected” onto the ground in a fixed arrangement identical to the layout of the cemetery. This
would allow students to visit a physical reproduction of the cemetery’s landscape with only a cellphone and
a free app download, in the space of a class period, without leaving the school grounds. A smaller piece of
the cemetery could be presented this way, even so that it could fit into a gym, or part of a gym or other large
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room. This kind of application is fun and engaging, allowing students the opportunity to interactively explore
a historically significant property, exercise, inventory grave dates, make historical connections, or consider
similarities and differences between styles or decorations.
6.4.1.4

Publicly Oriented Print Pamphlet

Cardno can produce a visually engaging short form report that is written in an interesting and publicly
accessible style. The report would include full page and half page images of grave markers, maps,
decorative elements, and other photographs. The document could address the community and Town’s
efforts to memorialize and preserve the property, the history of the cemetery, and/or some biographical
information about people buried in the sacred ground. The pamphlet could also offer some useful
interpretation about the history of Black cemeteries generally, and the events and actions that erased many
of these places from the landscapes and maps of many communities.
6.4.1.5

Signage and Site Interpretation/Site Tour

Cardno recommends that a large format plaque or table style signage could be a relatively cost-effective
means of conveying a large amount of accurate information and interpretation of the cemetery. Cardno staff
have created similar signage at projects in Florida, offering vivid imagery, easy to understand maps, historic
context and interpretation presented in a publicly oriented format. Regardless of execution, the public
oriented print report could serve as the basis for such information. A table/plaque display could include a
map of the site labeled with individual markers and family groups, interpretation on the styles of grave
decorations and historic context for Oakland, individual biographic histories, and information on the efforts
to restore and preserve the property. Such a display would also provide a starting place for QR-code driven
digital content. One possible avenue for this content could be a guided audio tour, following the provided
map, visiting several grave-sites or other points of interest, such as areas of unmarked graves.
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7

Administration

The Town’s application to the Division of Historical Resources for this small matching grant project (Grant
No. 22.h.sm.100.016) outlines an estimated cemetery annual maintenance budget of approximately
$35,000 for part-time staff and materials. This also includes a portion of the Special Initiative Coordinator’s
salary for the purpose of cemetery administration through the Healthy West Orange Art and Heritage
Center, which is supported by grants from Orange County Arts and Cultural Affairs, Orange County
Government, and the West Orange Healthcare Foundation.
The initial vegetation clearing and stabilization effort of the cemetery will incur an immediate outlay of
financial support. Once complete, anticipated general maintenance costs will be lower and may fit within
the anticipated annual budget outlined by the Town. Improvements to the site such as installation of
pathways, plantings, signage, and new masonry grave markers for unmarked burials can be accomplished
over time with available or newly acquired funds.
To aid in the regular maintenance of the cemetery, the Town of Oakland may choose to incorporate a
volunteer clean up initiative through the Healthy West Orange Art and Heritage Center. A volunteer
component is already in place for the heritage center facility, and the Oakland Nature Preserve has an
established volunteer clean up initiative for its property. Cardno recommends that the Healthy West Orange
Art and Heritage Center utilize its volunteer framework to establish a similar regularly scheduled cemetery
cleanup effort informed by the existing volunteer structure at the nature preserve.
The heritage center also seeks to incorporate an educational component for school aged children in
collaboration with local schools, such as the Oakland Avenue Charter School (elementary). The Oakland
Nature Preserve’s established educational program will provide a useful starting point from which to
structure a similar cemetery program led by the heritage center. Collaboration between the two
organizations would provide an excellent opportunity for program overlap in regard to both volunteer and
educational efforts. The incorporation of a small, regularly held volunteer cleanup effort at the historic
cemetery would not only help offset the maintenance cost for the Town, but it would also provide an avenue
for the dissemination of information about this important historic resting place through public outreach and
education.
The Town’s Planning and Zoning Director, Jay Marder, is actively pursuing further grant funds to be directed
to the cemetery’s preservation and maintenance goals. Cardno recommends the Town of Oakland continue
engaging in grant seeking endeavors moving forward. Additional grant and funding opportunities are
included in the next section.
The Town of Oakland may also be interested in applying for Certified Local Government (CLG) status with
the Florida Division of Historical Resources. Benefits of designation as a CLG affords a municipality access
to grant awards without the cash match requirement among other incentives.
•

Visit https://dos.myflorida.com/historical/about/division-faqs/certified-local-governments to learn
more about Florida’s CLG program.
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7.1

Grants and Funding Opportunities

7.1.1

Florida Humanities Council

•

7.1.2
•

7.1.3
•

Community Project Grants: “Community Project Grants support an array of public humanities
programming that encourage community engagement in and with the humanities. Programming
should be tailored to, and appropriate for, the subject matter, the applicant’s goals, as well as
reflective of the interests and needs of the intended audience(s), particularly underserved
communities. Florida Humanities encourages innovation with new approaches as well as use of
time-tested formats such as: community conversations, interpretive exhibits (permanent or
traveling, physical or digital), lectures and podcasts, community-wide reads, or reading- or filmand-discussion programs, book, film, and cultural festivals incorporating humanities activities, oral
history projects, story-collection and sharing programs, interpretive tours or other types of site- or
place-based humanities programming. All Community Project Grants must be rooted in the
humanities, involve humanities scholar(s) appropriate for the project, be available to the general
public and actively foster constructive dialogue, and be free or not cost prohibitive.”
o Good for:
Public Events, Oral History Projects, Exhibits (physical or digital)
o Funding Amount:
Up to $10,000
o Grant Period:
1 Year
o Deadlines:
April 13, 2022
July 20, 2022
October 12, 2022
o https://floridahumanities.org/funding-opportunities/community-project-grants/
Southeastern Archaeological Conference (SEAC)
Public Outreach Grant Program: “Projects proposed for grant funding should promote public
awareness of archaeology in the Southeast through any of a variety of educational and outreach
activities. Examples of suitable projects might include: teacher workshops, printed material for
public consumption, exhibits, workshops for adults or children, Archaeology Week/Month activities,
Project Archaeology workshops, Elderhostel programs, archaeology fairs, public field trips, or other
public-oriented projects.”
o Funding Amount:
Up to $2,000 a year
o Grant Period:
1 Year
o Deadlines:
TBD
o https://www.southeasternarchaeology.org/grants-awards/grants/
National Trust for Historic Preservation
African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund: Grants from the National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund are designed to advance ongoing
preservation activities for historic places representing African American cultural heritage, such as
sites, museums, theaters, sports venues, churches, schools, universities, and landscapes.
o Categories:
Capital Projects, Project Planning, Programming and Interpretation
o Funding Amount:
Minimum of $50,000
o Deadlines:
Letter of Intent (January 14 2022), Application (May 2, 2022)
o https://forum.savingplaces.org/build/funding/grantseekers/specialprograms/aachactionfund
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7.2

Partnerships

Core internal partnerships amongst the Town of Oakland, descendants, community members, the Healthy
West Orange Art and Heritage Center, Oakland’s Nature Preserve, and Oakland Avenue Charter School
are vital for achieving short- and long-term goals outlined in Section 6 of this report. In addition, Cardno
recommends seeking external partnerships with the following organizations as they may provide additional
resources and information beneficial for the future of this important heritage site.
•
•

7.3

Florida Public Archaeology Network (FPAN) https://www.fpan.us/
Black Cemetery Network https://blackcemeterynetwork.org/

Work Flow

Cardno recommends the following prioritization of work for the preservation and management of Oakland’s
Historic African-American Cemetery (8OR9567). In Cardno’s opinion, mitigation of excess vegetation,
removal of fallen trees, and regular vegetation maintenance is the first priority in enacting this cemetery
managements plan. Many of the subsequent items are dependent on the completion of this work item. This
list is presented in priority and work flow order, however, some items can be enacted concurrent with other
items.
Prioritized List of Site Work
•

Remove excess vegetation inside cemetery boundary and along exterior of perimeter fence.
o

Removal of nuisance species and tree fall

o

Establish regular maintenance of vegetation at the site

o

Assess trees on a yearly basis and trim dead branches or trees before hurricane season

o

Maintain nuisance species removal follow up schedule

•

Stabilize grave markers / reset toppled grave markers / fix broken grave markers

•

Collaboration with descendants and community members
o

Material selection and installment selection of replacement markers, pathways, and
signage etc.


o

GPR survey for accurate count of unmarked burials for replacement markers

Develop text and graphic design for onsite interpretive panel/kiosk, website, or brochures

•

Collaboration with internal and external partners

•

Development of heritage center volunteer initiative / engage established volunteer organization
for site maintenance assistance

•

Obtain detailed quotes from vendors for selected work

•

Identify/obtain funding for improvements

•

Conduct wet season survey to determine high water levels

•

Install new fencing along south and west cemetery boundary

•

Conduct full scale mapping and 3D modeling of site upon completion of clearing, stabilization,
and new installations.
o
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7.4

Project Information

Below is a general list of recommended materials, equipment, and vendors for continued work at Oakland’s
Historic African-American Cemetery (Table 2). This list is presented in a table format and is not intended to
be exhaustive, but rather an introductory list with estimates of anticipated work for decision making and
budgeting purposes. It is Cardno’s intention that the table be informative, but not perceived as final. While
some price estimates are provided, a request for quotes from vendors along with a complete scope of work
and materials will be necessary to determine the ultimate cost of a task. The work type column follows the
recommendations discussed in Section 6 of this report.

Work Type

Equipment/Service

Estimated Cost

Nuisance Species
Control and Large
Problematic Tree
Removal

Crane: Quantum X Sling/Amsteel II Sling
or other comparable sling
Saw: Chainsaw (various sizes), hand
saw, pruning sheers

Vendor Contact

Costs vary greatly.

A1 Natives, LLC.

Quotes ranged from
$900-$2,000/tree.

Chris Joiner
Mobile – (863) 286-2434
Email – a1nativeplants@aol.com

Tree Removal Crew: A1 Natives, LLC or
any licensed, bonded, insured restoration
crew with >20 years’ experience
Onsite Expertise: Certified Arborist onsite
during all tree removal, IFAS Public
Certified – Natural Areas
Dump trailer or truck: City of Oakland
dump truck with crane operated claw or
the equivalent.
Nuisance and
Exotic Species
Control – Initial
Treatment

Backpack sprayer for herbicide
Saw: chainsaw, hand saw, pruning
shears
Public Certified Natural Areas
Applicators
Appropriate herbicide dependent upon
species being treated

Five (5) Person Crew $1,000-$1,500/day

Cardno

Approximate time for
initial treatment,
including removal – 4
days

Mobile – (813) 847-8826

Annie Otto, Restoration Ecologist
Email – Annette.otto@cardno.com

Trailer for hauling removed material
Nuisance Exotic
Species Control

Three (3) Person Crew $1,000/event

Backpack sprayer for herbicide
Saw: chain saw, hand saw, pruning
shears

Cardno
Annie Otto, Restoration Ecologist
Mobile – (813) 847-8826

Public Certified Natural Areas
Applicators

Email – Annette.otto@cardno.com

Appropriate herbicide dependent upon
species being treated
Annual Weeding/
Tidy Event

Garbage bags, Personal Protective
Equipment, hand tools (pruning shears,
etc.)

$50-$100

Cardno
Annie Otto, Restoration Ecologist.
Mobile - (813) 847-8826.
Email - Annette.otto@cardno.com

Certified Arborist
Evaluation –
Every 2-3 Years

Arborist onsite evaluation and report of
findings

$350-$600

Bayhead Ecological Solutions
Jeffrey A. Busch, Sr. Ecologist,
Certified Arborist (FL-6701A)
Mobile – (727)482-2480
Email –
jbusch@bayheadecological.com

Meandering
pathways

Material selection TBD

Mulch/plantings/orname
ntal native plants: $500 $1,000+
Weed barrier $90 per
roll (3ft. x 300 ft. roll)
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Work Type

Equipment/Service

Estimated Cost

Vendor Contact

Landscape timber
edging $38+/section (4
in. x 6 in. x 12 ft.; ground
contact pressure-treated
timber)
Masonry edging (price
varies widely based on
material and size
selected)
Native Naturalized
Aesthetic
Landscaping

Based on selection

Recommended Plant Species:

A1 Natives, LLC.

Herbaceous

Chris Joiner

Eastern Marsh Fern (Thelypteris
palustris)

Mobile – (863) 286-2434
Email – a1nativeplants@aol.com.

Netted Chain Fern (Woodwardia
virginicus)

Cardno

Boston Fern (Nephrolepis exaltata)

Annie Otto, Restoration Ecologist.

Patridgeberry (Mitchella repens)

Mobile - (813) 847-8826

Violets (Viola sp.)

Email – Annette.otto@cardno.com

Longleaf woodoats (Chasmanthium
laxum)
Gammagrass (Tripsacum dactyloides)
Muhly grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris)
Shrub
Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana)
Wild coffee (Psychotria nervosa)
Walter’s viburnum (Viburnum obovatum)
Understory Trees
Swamp dogwood (Cornus foemina)
Flowering dogwood (Cornus florida)
American holly (Ilex opaca)
Red bay (Persea palustris)
Eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis)
Wet season site
survey

Monitoring Annual Events with Report to
Agencies

$1,200

Cardno
Annie Otto, Restoration Ecologist
Mobile - (813) 847-8826
Email – Annette.otto@cardno.com

Additional GPR
Survey

GPR equipment, specialist, and report of
findings

$22,000-$25,000

Cardno
Paul L. Jones, Cultural Practice
Leader
Mobile – (813) 712-2934
Email - paul.l.jones@cardno.com

Monument
Stabilization and
Repair

Headstone conservation

Volunteer/University

Central Florida Cemetery Project
Website - https://www.cfcp.us/
Jennifer Eve
Email - Jme224@yahoo.com
UF Historic Preservation Program
https://dcp.ufl.edu/historicpreservation
Nigel Rudolph
Email - rudolph.nigel@gmail.com
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Work Type
Additional
Photogrammetry
& Digital Work

Equipment/Service

Estimated Cost

Photogrammetry equipment & specialists
for data collection, processing, and
report

Data Collection –
$13,300

Vendor Contact
Cardno

Processing - $10,800

Paul L. Jones, Cultural Practice
Leader

Report - $8,400

Mobile – (813) 712-2934
Email - paul.l.jones@cardno.com

Additional
Photogrammetry
– Digital Video

Movie

$2,300

Cardno
Paul L. Jones, Cultural Practice
Leader
Mobile – (813) 712-2934
Email - paul.l.jones@cardno.com

Additional
Photogrammetry
– Interactive Site
Model

Cardno.ai - $4,200

Cardno

Unity VR - $6,300

Paul L. Jones, Cultural Practice
Leader
Mobile – (813) 712-2934
Email - paul.l.jones@cardno.com

Additional
Photogrammetry
– Outdoor Virtual
Cemetery Visit

Schoolyard AR

$8,200

Cardno
Paul L. Jones, Cultural Practice
Leader
Mobile – (813) 712-2934
Email - paul.l.jones@cardno.com

Signage and Site
Interpretation/Site
Tour

Signage Design and QR Audio Tour

Signage - $7,600

Cardno

Tour - $11,900

Paul L. Jones, Cultural Practice
Leader
Mobile – (813) 712-2934
Email - paul.l.jones@cardno.com
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Name

Sex

Birth

Birth
location

Death

Cause of Death

Residence
at time of
death

Occupation

Marital
status,
Spouse

Father

Mother
(maiden
name)

Undertaker

Doctor/Midwife

Notes

Brunson, Bulah

Female

7/12/1891

Eufaula,
Alabama

9/29/1927

Septic peritonitis

Winter
Garden

Housewife/domestic

Married,
Warren
Brunson

Perry Smith

Effie/Ethel
Smith

SmartJackson,
Orlando

C.D. Christ

Marker in
cemetery; Her
death certificate
has her name
as Bula
Bronson with a
birth date of
July 12, 1893,
not 1891 as her
headstone
indicates.

Coleman, Carry

Female

5/11/1903

Monticello,
Florida

8/12/1921

Bright's Disease

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Wesley
"West"
Coleman

Sallie Young

B.J. Boyd,
Winter
Garden

James A.
Davis, Winter
Garden

Crosky, Willie
James

Male

Unknown

Unknown

1/12/1949

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Her death
certificate has a
birth date of
May 11, 1899,
while the
cemetery
marker has
May 11, 1913.
1899 appears
to be the birth
year of her
sister,
Christina. Other
records indicate
Carry's birth
year as 1903.
Metal marker
with paper
insert still
partially legible
in cemetery.
Last name also
spelled Croskay
and Croskey.

Davis, Della
Howard

Female

ca. 1883

Unknown

1/13/1944

Unknown

Oakland

Housewife

Window,
Tom Davis

Unknown

Unknown

Davis, Tom

Male

ca. 1875

Georgia

11/5/1937

Cerebral respiratory failure

Oakland

Day Laborer

Married,
Della Davis

Unknown

Unknown

Known Interments

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

Shares marker
in cemetery
with husband
Tom Davis
Shares marker
in cemetery
with husband
Della Davis

Dixon, Mamie Lue

Female

9/15/1899

Concord,
South
Carolina

8/26/1925

Malaria fever after
childbirth

Winter
Garden

Laundress

Married but
separated,
Maynard
Francis
Dixon

William
Butler

Mary Nelson

Stone &
Butler,
Orlando

Dr. Davis Scott,
Ocoee

Marker in
cemetery; Her
last name was
also shown as
Dickson. She
gave birth to
Bobby Robert
Timmons on
August 15,
1925, but he
died on
December 15 in
Tampa while in
the care of her
brother,
Waymon Butler.
Marker in
cemetery

Eason, Mallie Julia
Pierce

Female

1915

Oakland

11/29/1943

Unknown

Mascotte,
Lake
County,
Florida

Teacher

Married,
Lewis
Emanuel
Eason

Solomon
Pierce

Petris Pierce

Fulton, Liza

Female

ca. 1872

North
Carolina

6/25/1919

Dilation of Heart

Oakland

Cook

Widow,
Joseph
Fulton

J. Grady

Bobbie
Grady

E.W. Stone,
Orlando

Jacob B.
Hughes,
Orlando

Wilson
Harriet

Georgiana
Allen

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Widower,
Mary Grady

N. Grady

Beady Grady

E.W. Stone,
Orlando

Jacob B.
Hughes,
Orlando

Her name was
also shown as
Eliza and as
Leize; marker in
cemetery
Her
granddaughter,
Masrine
Gibson,
identified this
cemetery as the
final resting
place of her
grandmother in
a 2004
interview. Her
name was also
shown as
Catherine
Geddis and
Kathonie
Geddis.
Marker in
cemetery

Geddis, Katherine

Female

5/10/1880

South
Carolina

5/10/1938

Chronic nephritis

Oakland

Housekeeper

Widowed

Grady, Joe

Male

ca. 1856

1/19/1919

Pneumonia

Winter
Garden

Laborer

Harriott, Aaron

Male

2/?/1860

Lenoir
County,
North
Carolina
Sumter
County,
South
Carolina

2/7/1925

Heart trouble

Oakland

Farmer/Teamster

Married,
Maggie
Marriott

Wilson
Harriott

Georgianna
Harriott

None

Also shown as
Herriott; marker
in cemetery

Howell, Mable
Evelen

Female

10/7/1919

Oakland

2/20/1924

Pneumonia

Oakland

N/A

Single

Jerome
Howell

Mabel
McFarland

Stone &
Butler,
Orlando

James A.
Davis, Winter
Garden

Her death
certificate lists
her name as
Mabel Everlena
Howel; marker
in cemetery

Croskey, Richard

Male

ca. 1885

Santos,
Marion
County,
Florida

9/13/1936

Cerebrospinal syphilis

Oakland; at
Orange
County
Home at
time of
death

Laborer

Widower,
Lula Croskey

James
Croskey

Anna
Croskey

Carey Hand
Funeral
Home,
Orlando

Harold M.
Beardall,
Orlando

Metal marker
with paper
insert and metal
vase was found
and
photographed
in 2003 cleanup efforts.
Although the
marker was
found in the
2022 survey,
the paper insert
was missing.

Johnson, Joseph

Male

ca.1887

Waycross,
Georgia

1/7/1939

Aoritic aneurysm,
pneumonia

Oakland

Presser, orange
picker

Married,
Lottie Bailey
Johnson

Bill Johnson

Laura
Johnson

Sherrill's
Funeral
Home, Lake
City

Paul Morrison,
Veterans'
Administration,
Lake City

In Veterans'
Administration
Hospital, Lake
City at time of
death. Standard
issue military
marker
indicating
service in World
War I.

Johnson, Robert
Moses

Male

3/11/1899

Georgia

10/12/1918

Pneumonia, influenza

Winter
Garden

Farm laborer

Single

James
Johnson

Mary
Frederick

None

James A.
Davis, Winter
Garden

Leonard, Tom

Male

ca. 1878

Tennessee

1945

Unknown

Oakland

Laborer at sawmill

Married,
Mary Lizzie
Wade

Unknown

Unknown

Listed as
Robert Mosely
Johnson on his
death
certificate; son
of original
cemetery
trustee James
Johnson;
marker in
cemetery
His
stepdaughter,
Masrine
Gibson,
identified this
cemetery as the
final resting
place for Tom
Leonard in a
2004 interview.

Manigo, Janice

Female

ca. 1877

South
Carolina

9/5/1934

Cerebral hemorrhage

Oakland

Domestic servant

Window,
Robert
Manigo

Perry
Harrington

Mary
Harrington

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

Benjamin H.
Lawson, Winter
Garden

McFarlane
(McFarland), Bettie
L.

Female

7/20/1916

Oakland

1/17/1917

Pneumonia

Oakland

N/A

Single

Calvin
McFarland

Curley
Brunson

J.W. Best,
Oakland

Jerry B.
Callahan,
Orlando

Rich, Mary

Female

4/20/1871

Georgia

2/16/1922

Paralysis

Oakland

Housewife

Married,
James Rich

Mattie
Bullie

Nellie Bullie

Edward W.
Stone,
Orlando

James A.
Davis, Winter
Garden

Taylor, Priscilla

Female

ca. 1905

Florida

10/3/1923

Unknown

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Melvin
Taylor

Melvina
Hawkins

Metal marker
with paper
insert was
found and
photographed
in 2014 cleanup efforts.
Marker was not
found in 2022
survey. Last
name also
spelled
Manago.
Although shown
as McFarlane
on the marker,
official records
show family last
name as
McFarnland;
marker in
cemetery
The dates in
this table are
those listed on
her marker in
the cemetery.
The death
certificate filed
under Mary
Ricks lists her
birth as May
1870 and death
as 1/27/1923.
Marker in
cemetery; no
death certificate
found; Her
sister, Alma
Taylor McNish,
died in 1937 in
Lake County,
but her death
certificate
indicates she
may be buried
in this cemetery
too.

Walker, James W.

Male

11/25/1882

Georgia

10/20/1918

Pneumonia, influenza

Oakland

Farmer

Married,
Estelle
Walker

Stephen
Walker

D. Williams

E.W. Stone,
Orlando

James A.
Davis, Winter
Garden

Family history
indicates that
his son,
George, is also
buried in the
cemetery, but
the exact
location is
unknown

Beauford, Bernice

Female

9/15/1932

Oakland,
Florida

9/15/1932

Stillborn, strangulation by
cord wrapped around neck

Oakland

N/A

Single

Fred
Beauford

Willie Davis

James
Jefferson

Midwife Petris
Pierce

Beaufort/Blanfort,
George

Male

ca. 1891

Georgia

1/15/1931

Chronic Nephritis

Winter
Garden

Laborer Orange
Grove

Sonny
Beaufort

Sallie
Beaufort

Female

ca. 1876

Florida

2/26/1927

Paralysis (stroke)

Winter
Garden

Laundress

Joseph
Carr

Anica Carr

Bennett, Lugene

Female

9/8/1928

1/13/1929

Pneumonia, Influenza

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

John
Bennett

Luvola
James

Berry, Elizabeth

Female

12/1/1923

1/1/1924

No Doctor, Bowels

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Isiah Berry

Maud Jack

None

None

Blackman, Fred

Male

10/17/1928

Winter
Garden,
Florida
Winter
Garden,
Florida
Florida

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
Stone &
Butler,
Orlando
None

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Bellerman, Maggie

Married,
Georgia H.
Beaufort
Widow

12/19/1928

Convulsions

Winter
Garden

Not listed

Single

Fred
Blackman

Louise
Washington

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Bradley, Lila

Female

4/4/1904

Guysie,
Georgia

2/22/1925

Tuberculosis, Malaria

Winter
Garden

Laundress

Robert
Tilman

Aider Tilman

Brookins, J.
Thomas

Male

ca. 1871

Unknown

12/20/1925

Tuberculosis

Oakland

Farmer

Unknown

Bell Andrews

None

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Brown, Susie

Female

ca. 1887

South
Carolina

2/25/1930

Cerebral hemorhage

Winter
Garden

Cook

Married,
Henry
Bradley
Married,
Elzora
Brookins
Widow

Stone &
Butler,
Orlando
Allen J. Smith
Co., Orlando

Mingo
Graham

Hattie
Simmons

E.J. Lawrence,
Winter Garden

Butler Jr., Charlie

Male

6/3/1877

Georgia

12/27/1929

Bright's Disease

Oakland

Farmer

Married,
Mattie Butler

Charlie
Butler, Sr.

Nettie
Williams

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

Butler, Frank
Pierce

Male

ca. 1913

1941

Unknown

Oakland

Unknown

Single

Charlie
Butler, Jr.

Mattie Butler

Butler, Mattie

Female

9/18/1888

Worth
County,
Georgia
Georgia

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
Stone &
Butler,
Orlando
Unknown

1/2/1930

Cerebral hemorhage

Oakland

Housewife

Tom Wilson

Mattie Wilson

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

Male

ca. 1898

Florida

8/8/1926

Knife wound-murder

Winter
Garden

Farmer

J. Cambell

Hattie Basley

Stone &
Butler,
Orlando
SmartJackson,
Orlando

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Cambell, John

Widow,
Charlie
Butler Jr.
Married,
Mary
Cambell

Possible Interments

Samuel Scott,
Ocoee
C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Coleman,
Lawrence

Male

11/25/1927

Oakland,
Florida

11/26/1927

Starvation, could not
nurse-twin with Susie
Coleman

Oakland

N/A

Single

Sam
Coleman

Gertrude
Coleman

None

Midwife Bettie
Brinson

Coleman, Lelia

Female

1932

4/14/1934

Diphtheria

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Unknown

I. Mae
Coleman

Male

12/25/1931

7/21/1932

Whooping cough,
premature- twin with
Pauline/Lula Mae
Coleman

Oakland

N/A

Single

Sam
Coleman

Gertrude
Crooks

R.C.
Coleman,
Oakland
None

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Coleman, Paul

Winter
Garden,
Florida
Oakland,
Florida

Coleman,
Pauline/Lula Mae

Female

12/25/1931

Oakland,
Florida

6/18/1932

Whooping cough, Inanition
(malnourishment)-twin with
Paul Coleman

Oakland

N/A

Single

Sam
Coleman

Gertrude
Crooks

Solomon
Pierce,
Oakland

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Coleman, Ruby
Lee

Female

ca. 1923

Winter
Garden,
Florida

10/26/1929

Convulsions caused by
taking worm treatment
without an MDs advice

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

A.C.
Coleman

Leala Smith

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Coleman, Sam

Male

ca. 1872

Florida

1948

Unknown

Oakland

Laborer

Married,
Gertrude
Coleman

Unknown

unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Coleman, Susie

Female

11/25/1927

Oakland,
Florida

11/28/1927

Starvation-twin with
Lawrence Coleman

Oakland

N/A

Single

Sam
Coleman

Gertrude
Coleman

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Midwife, Betty
Brinson

There appears
to be two
separate death
certificates for
this child. One
filed by the
doctor on
6/18/32 has the
child's name as
Lula Mae. The
other, filed
10/11/32 by
undertaker
Solomon
Pierce, has the
child's name as
Pauline
Coleman.
However, the
parents and
details
regarding the
death match for
both forms.

Date of death
makes burial in
this cemetery
possible, but
may have been
in newer
cemetery as
well

Coleman, unnamed
stillborn

Male

9/11/1938

Florida

9/11/1938

Stillborn

Oakland

N/A

N/A

Unknown

Beatrice
Coleman

D. Bailey,
Oakland

Midwife Pidy
Jackson

Collins, Josephine

Female

ca. 1897

Georgia

1/4/1929

Pneumonia, stillborn child

Oakland

Domestic

Alex Rockly

Sara Midelly

Male

11/21/1927

Florida

11/21/1927

Stillborn

Winter
Garden

N/A

Charlie
Collins

Josephine
Lakly

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
None

J.H. Chiles

Collins, unnamed
stillborn

Married,
Charly
Collins
N/A

Collins, Willie B.

Male

5/10/1923

Mitchell
County,
Georgia

8/11/1924

Pleura paralysis

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Charles C.
Collins

Josephine
Rackley

None

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Colman, Idella

Female

3/5/1913

2/4/1920

Influenza

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

A.C.
Coleman

unknown

None

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Cook, Estella

Female

6/28/1939

Winter
Garden,
Florida
Florida

6/28/1939

Premature birth, over
work, poor nurishment

Oakland

N/A

N/A

Unknown

Rosalie Cook

None

Midwife Petris
Pierce

Croskey, Doctor
"Dock"

Male

12/25/1898

Santos,
Florida

1942

Unknown

Oakland

Laborer, Road
construction

James
Croskey

Anna
Croskey

Unknown

Crosky Jr.,
Abraham

Male

7/29/1939

Oakland,
Florida

7/29/1939

Stillborn

Oakland

N/A

Married,
Pandora
Croskey
Single

Abraham
Crosky

Beatrice
Griffin

Midwife, Petris
Pierce

Curry, unnamed
stillborn

Female

1/19/1930

Florida

1/19/1930

Stillborn

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Orra Curry

Marie Curry

Joe
Douglass,
Oakland
None

Dawson, Reubin

Male

ca. 1888

Georgia

12/5/1935

Acute nephritis

Oakland

Retired

Widower

Unknown

Unknown

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Dawson, Rosa

Female

ca. 1888

Georgia

1/17/1930

Aortic Insufficiency,
asthma

Oakland

Domestic

Married,
Rubin
Dawson

Henry
Smith

Sallie smith

Cleve May,
Winter
Garden
Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

Daymon, Frank

Male

ca. 1876

Florida

11/24/1931

Fell from tree and
fractured 3rd vertebra

Leesburg

Orange picker

Unknown

March
Daymon

Nellie
Harrison

Illegible,
Leesburg

S.C. Wood,
Leesburg

Dennis, Henry

Male

ca. 1916

Jenkins
County,
Georgia

9/28/1930

Drowning, not accidental

Killarney

Schoolboy

Single

Will Davis

Irene
Chatman

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

Name originally
had Henry
Davis, but
Davis is
scratched out
and replaced by
Henry Dennis

Dysen/Dyson, Lena

Female

5/10/1889

Florida

5/2/1928

Carcinoma of uterus

Winter
Garden

Housewife

B. Bellamen

Magie Car

Stone &
Butler,
Orlando

A.H. Edward,
Orlando

Evans, Medrick

Male

ca. 1895

Polk County,
Florida

9/5/1935

Pneumonia, infected foot

Monteverde

Grubbing

Married,
James
Dyson
Single

Unknown

Unknown

Farmer, Catherine

Female

11/20/1933

Florida

12/28/1938

Nephritis, Malnourishment

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Calvin
Farmer

Mabel
McNish

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando

John J.
Signton, Winter
Garden

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Included in
Mesrin Gibson's
list
Last name also
spelled Croskey

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list
Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

Fronberger, John
Frank

Male

11/2/1932

Florida

11/5/1932

Premature birth

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Sameul L.
Fronberger

Lee Ella Tate

Reverend
Manne,
Oakland
None

Graddy, E.

Male

ca. 1879

North
Carolina

10/24/1921

Poisoned accidently

Oakland

Railroader

Single

Isaac
Graddy

Unknown

Granger, Mary
Jane

Female

ca. 18881891

Unknown

12/7/1901

Unknown, but undertaker
records indicate death at a
turpentine still

Oakland

N/A

Single

Henry
Granger

Lucinda
Granger

Corey Hand
Funeral
Home,
Orlando

Gray, Marion

Male

12/31/1931

12/31/1931

Premature birth

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Herman
Gray

Agnes Mathis

Green, Celia
Pollard

Female

ca. 1886

Winter
Garden,
Florida
South
Carolina

7/24/1931

Apoplexy (stroke)

Oakland

Midwife

Married,
Charlie
Green

Charlie
Bens

Mollie Bens

Harold
Hodges,
Oakland
Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

Midwife Pidy
Jackson
S.D. Cotterell,
Waycross, GA
Corey Hand
Funeral Home
Records
Memoranda
Book 4:19001903; This
grave predates
the official deed
for this
cemetery.
Individual may
be buried here
or elsewhere,
but Undertaker
records indicate
burial in the
Oakland
Cemetery.
Record
indicates she
died at
Crummeys and
Hamilton
Turpentine Still
and was buried
in a coffin with
dress goods,
ribbon, gloves,
and hose at a
cost of $10.
Midwife, Pidy
Jackson
Samuel Scott,
Ocoee

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list; 1st
husband last
name Pollard

Green, Rosa

Female

ca. 1865

Unknown

5/3/1925

Heart disease

Oakland

Day Work

Widow

Unknown

Unknown

Note on
death
certificate:
"work done
by
Neighbors"

Notes on death
certificate
indicate that
she lived in
Oakland only 1
month and had
no relatives or
friends nearby
so no
information
about her family
was known.
Notes indicate
she was buried
at the "colard
cemetry at
Oakland" with
"work done by
neighbors."

Griffin, Luvenia

Female

5/15/1882

Florida

6/18/1937

Chronic nephritis, cerebral
hemorrhage

Oakland

Domestic

Married,
Tillman
Griffin

Wash Scott

Margaret
Harris

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando

Griffin, Tillman

Male

ca. 1874

Florida

1938

Unknown

Oakland

Laborer

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Hamilton, Ellen

Female

1873

4/13/1925

Heart Dropsy

Oakland

Not listed

Unknown

Unknown

None

None

Hamilton, Mary

Female

2/2/1898

5/30/1932

Tuberculosis

Tildenville

Domestic

Tillman
Griffin

Rowenia
Scott

Male

8/1/1931

8/2/1931

Trauma at delivery

Oakland

N/A

Robert
Brown

Emma Lee
Hamilton

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
None

illegible,
Orlando

Hamilton, Robert
Lee

North
Carolina
Columbia
County,
Florida
Oakland,
Florida

Widower,
Luvenia
Griffin
Married, Tom
Hamilton
Married,
Clifford
Hamilton
Single

Hampton, Belle

Female

11/30/1901

Georgia

12/1/1932

Myocarditis

Winter
Garden

Housewife

Perrington
Box

Frances
Jeans

Female

2/10/1935

Oakland,
Florida

8/12/1935

Marasmus (malnutrition)

Oakland

N/A

Unknown

Emily Harriott

Henry, unnamed
stillborn

Male

11/5/1933

Florida

11/5/1933

Stillborn

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Leo Henry

Ruby Alice
Whosendove

C.L. Mays,
Winter
Garden
C.L. May,
Winter
Garden
William Boler,
Winter
Garden

E.J. Lawrence,
Winter Garden

Harriott, Emiline

Married,
Henry
Johnson
Single

Herriott, Maggie

Female

ca. 1873

North
Carolina

1940

Unknown

Oakland

Housewife

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Hill, Kansis

Female

ca. 1852

North
Carolina

9/28/1926

Paralysis (stroke)

Winter
Garden

Not listed

Widow,
Aaron
Herriott
Widow

Unknown

Mary Holms

None

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Hodges, Georgia
May

Female

1/13/1936

Florida

1/13/1936

Stillborn

Oakland

N/A

N/A

Harold
Hodges

Annie May
Pope

None

Midwife Pidy
Jackson

B.P. Harter,
Winter Garden

E.J. Lawrence,
Winter Garden

illegible

Midwife
Roxanne
Walker
Included in
Mesrin Gibson's
list

Holand, Dallas

Male

ca. 1872

Georgia

1/4/1931

Acute Parenchymatous
nephritis and simple
hypertroph of heart

Oakland

Service of private
family

Widowed

Unknown

Unknown

Stone &
Butler,
Orlando

J.B. Callahan,
Orlando

Howell, unnamed
stillborn

Female

2/17/1926

Florida

2/17/1926

Miscarrage

Tildenville

N/A

N/A

Jerome
Howell

Mable Howell

S.M.
McFarland,
Winter
Garden

Midwife Bettie
Brinson

Isom, Winnie

Female

ca. 1843

Hancock
County,
Georgia

7/24/1923

Old Age

Oakland

None listed

Widow

Dan Lester

Winnie
Lester

Jefferson, James

Male

ca. 1879

North
Carolina

ca.1935

Unknown

Oakland

Farm laborer

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Jenkins, Rubie Mae

Female

ca. 1912

Florida

12/31/1933

Septic Infection due to self
administration of unknown
drugs for production of
abortion

Oakland

Housewife

Married,
Juncie
Jefferson
Married,
Frank
Jenkins

Fred
Blansard

Willie Davis

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Johnson, Eloise

Female

6/6/1914

Georgia

6/7/1939

Eclampsia (childbirth
6/6/1939)

Winter
Garden

Domestic

Married,
Johnnie
Johnson

Unknown

Unknown

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando

illegible

Johnson, unnamed
stillborn twin female

Female

6/5/1939

Florida

6/6/1939

Premature birth

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Johnie Lee
Johnson

Louise Lovett

C.W. Newman,
Orlando

Johnson, unnamed
stillborn twin male

Male

6/5/1939

Florida

6/6/1939

Premature birth

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Johnie Lee
Johnson

Louise Lovett

Jones,
Charley/Charlie

Male

ca. 1882

South
Carolina

1941

Unknown

Oakland

Laborer, citrus

Widower,
Fannie Jones

Unknown

Unknown

Carey Hand
Funeral
Home,
Orlando
Carey Hand
Funeral
Home,
Orlando
Unknown

Jones, Fannie

Female

ca. 1893

Georgia

1938

Unknown

Oakland

Servant

? Hodges

Unknown

Unknown

Jones, Henry

Male

ca. 1854

Virginia

3/20/1924

Heart Failure

Winter
Garden

Laborer

Married,
Charlie
Jones
Married,
Mary Jones

Unknown

Unknown

None

Jones, Hussie
Massie

Male

10/6/1936

12/23/1938

Meningitis, pneumonia

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

David
Massie

Wannie
Lawrey

Jones, Lolea

Female

ca. 1910

Winter
Garden,
Florida
Florida

1/11/1927

Illegible; a sickness of 6
months

Oakland

Farm work

Single

Richard
Jones

Opel Keith

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

no doctor

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

C.W. Newman,
Orlando

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list
Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

W.E. Sinclair,
Orlando
illegible

Jones, Nathan

Male

6/22/1898

Edison,
Georgia

3/31/1935

Stab with knife by his wife

Winter
Garden

Orange picker

Married,
Minnie Lee
Jones
Widow,
Richard
Jones

Alfred
Jones

Catherine
Smith

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando
Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Jones, Opal

Female

ca. 1875

Florida

1/9/1929

Pellegra, Inanition
(malnourishment)

Winter
Garden

Domestic

Unknown

Emando
Keith

Jones, Richard

Male

5/20/1874

Florida

12/20/1928

Mitral regurgitation of
heart

Winter
Garden

Farmer

Married,
Opal Jones

Dick Jones

Unknown

Stone &
Butler,
Orlando

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Jones, unnamed
stillborn

Female

7/3/1936

Florida

7/3/1936

Stillborn

Unknown

N/A

N/A

Buster
Jones

Mollie Mae
Ward

None

B.P. Horton,
Winter Garden

Kinard, Lewis

Male

12/25/1914

Oakland,
Florida

4/23/1938

Epilepsy

Oakland

N/A

Single

Simon
Kinard

Eva
McFarland

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

N/A

Single

Lee
Kincade

Rosa Belle
Postell

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando
Alec Le
Slone,
Oakland

Kincaid, Lee

Male

9/?/1919

Oakland,
Florida

2/7/1920

Whooping cough

Oakland

Kincaid, Rose Bell
Postell

Female

8/9/1902

Brooksville,
Florida

10/16/1919

Illegible

Oakland

Housewife

Married, Lee
Kincaid

Willie
Postell

Luegina
Homes

King, Lessie

Female

10/?/1930

Clermont,
Florida

2/11/1931

Pneumonia

Oakland

N/A

Single

Unknown

Unknown

K.M. Maness,
Oakland

King, Parlen

Female

12/14/1924

Kingcade/Kincaid,
Emmer Lee

Female

2/2/1918

Winter
Garden,
Florida
Oakland,
Florida

1/4/1925

Pneumonia

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Elber King

Dorah King

None

10/14/1918

Not listed

Oakland

N/A

Single

Lee S.
Kingcade

Rosa Postell
Kingcade

None

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Knowles/Noles,
Burtie/Berdell

Female

ca. 1904

Alachua
County,
Florida

10/9/1929

Syphilis

Oakland

Housework

Married, E.
Noles

Bert Gainey

Saphronia
Taylor

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

12/22/1866

North
Carolina

1906

Unknown

Oakland

Common Labor

Married

Alex
Lasoine

Dela Lasoine

Carey Hand
Funeral
Home,
Orlando
Unknown

Lasoine, Alex

[Male]

Lovit/Lovett, O.C.

Male

ca. 1877

Silvania,
Georgia

9/10/1927

Jury Inquest: "unavoidable
accident"

Oakland

Laborer

Married,
Liller Lovit

Denis Lovit

Unknown

Allen J.
Smith,
Orlando

Lowery, Willie
Johnie

Male

1/29/1929

1/29/1929

Premature birth

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Willie
Lowery

Rosa Rivers

None

Midwife, Pidy
Jackson

Mack, Caroline

Female

ca. 1901

Winter
Garden,
Florida
Unknown

8/30/1936

Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Oakland

None

Married, Dan
Mack

Calme
Maise

Unknown

C.L. Mays,
Winter
Garden

Frank Quillman,
Winter Garden

W.M. Wells,
Orlando

Illegible
J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Mack, Edmar

Male

10/9/1935

Florida

10/10/1935

Disability of newborn

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Erwin Mack

Mable Bean

Tyler Walker,
Winter
Garden
Starks &
Strong,
Orlando
Stone &
Butler,
Orlando
Starks &
Strong,
Orlando
Cleve May,
Winter
Garden

Frank Quillman,
Winter Garden

Mack, Edmond H.

Male

8/20/1938

12/28/1938

Meningitis, Influenza

Tildenville

N/A

Single

Edmond
Mack

Willie Mae
Caldwell

Mack, Josh

Male

12/29/1891

Sumter,
South
Carolina
South
Carolina

1/13/1929

Asthmatic flu

Winter
Garden

Laborer

Married,
Cora Mack

Edmond
Mack

Mary
Simmon

Mack, Meters

Female

11/9/1896

11/22/1937

Acute ventricular failure

Oakland

Housewife

Married,
Daniel Mack

S.M.
McFarland

Martha
Dowdy

Madison, Alma

Female

ca. 1901

Hartsville,
South
Carolina
Ocala,
Florida

10/2/1935

Concealed hemorrhage,
accidental fall which
caused the death of
unborn infant

Oakland

Housewife

Married,
Robert
Madison

Jim Betsey

Janie Betsey

Madison, Reubin

Male

2/?/1907

Morgan,
Georgia

2/16/1928

Gun shot, accidental by
himself

Winter
Garden

Fruit picker

Single

Josh
Madison

Ledy
Johnson

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

Madison, unnamed
stillborn

Female

9/26/1935

Florida

9/26/1935

Accidental fall of mother
on 9/16/1935

Oakland

N/A

N/A

Robert
Madison

Alma Betsey

Pelease
Maise, Winter
Garden

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Manes, K.N.

Male

ca. 1875

North
Carolina

11/4/1935

Cancer of Stomach

Oakland

Carpenter

Unknown

Unknown

Female

9/14/1879

South
Carolina

4/15/1926

Apoplexy (stroke)

Oakland

Housewife

Israel
McFarland

Mary
McFarland

C.L. May,
Winter
Garden
Stone &
Butler,
Orlando

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Maness, Mary Jane

Manning, Katherine

Female

5/1/1925

Oakland,
Florida

6/11/1925

Malnutrition

Oakland

N/A

Married,
Presser
Manes
Married,
William
Kenny
Maness
Single

John
Manning

Mary Vincent

None

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Manning, Mary

Female

ca. 1923

South
Carolina

7/19/1936

Acute Myocarditis

Oakland

N/A

Single

Johnnie
Manning

Mary Vinson

Frank Quillman,
Winter Garden

Mason, Loucious

Male

ca. 1883

Sandersville,
Georgia

1/15/1929

Valvular insufficiency of
heart

Winter
Garden

Laborer

Widower

Andrew
Mason

Betsie Wigins

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

Mathis, David

Male

6/19/1915

Florida

2/16/1934

Pneumonia and flu

Winter
Garden

Common Labor,
Farm

Single

Milton
Mathis

Quilla
Huggins

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Mathis, George

Male

8/10/1912

Florida

7/6/1928

Drowning, not accidental

Winter
Garden

Day Work, Truck
Farm

Single

James
Mathis

Melvina
Burton

Matthews, Will
Maddox

Male

8/1/1913

Georgia

10/20/1927

Intestinal obstruction

Colonial,
Florida

Laborer

Single

Will
Matthews

Laura Daniel

C.L. May,
Winter
Garden
Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
Stone &
Butler,
Orlando

W.E. Sinclair,
Orlando
B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden
C.J. Collins,
Orlando
B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

George Brown,
Chief of Police
signed death
certificate.

Included in
Mesrin Gibson's
list

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden
F.D. Gray,
Orlando

Included in
Mesrin Gibson's
list

McClary, Henry

Male

3/26/1928

Oakland,
Florida

3/26/1928

Premature

Oakland

N/A

Single

Eugene
McClary

Annie Belle
Butler

H. Hodges,
Oakland

Midwife Celia
Green

McClary, Mattie
Mae

Female

3/16/1927

Oakland,
Florida

9/11/1927

Strangulation on a grain of
rice

Oakland

N/A

Single

Eugene
McClary

Annie Belle
Butler

H. Hodges,
Oakland

McCoy, Charlie

Male

6/16/1889

North
Carolina

6/26/1939

Cerebral hemorhage

Winter
Garden

Orange picker

Ed McCoy

Unknown

Female

ca. 1886

7/27/1934

Cardiac & valvular troubles

Winter
Garden

Housework

Mason
McClain

Rubie
Monroe

McFarland, Calvin

Male

7/20/1916

Laurinburg,
North
Carolina
Florida

1/17/1917

Pneumonia

Oakland

N/A

Calvin
McFarland

Carlie
Brinson

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando
Cleve May,
Winter
Garden
J.W. Best,
Oakland

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

McCoy, Dollie

Widowed,
Della Mae
McCoy
Married,
Charley
McCoy
Single

McFarland,
Cleveland L.

Male

9/17/1900

South
Carolina

1/5/1937

Pneumonia

Spring Hill

Preacher

Sam
McFarland

Unknown

Male

ca.1912

Winter
Garden,
Florida

9/21/1937

Acute Pulmonary Phthisis
(consumption/tuberculosis)

Orlando

Day Laborer

John E.
McIntosh

Flora McCoy

Hughes &
Chester,
Gainesville
Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

R.B. Byrd,
Gainesville

McIntosh, Luther

Married,
Flossie
McFarland
Married,
Willa Mae
McIntosh

McNish, Alna

Female

12/2/1908

Florida

10/28/1937

Drowned in automobile
accident in lake

Unknown

Grader [citrus]

Married,
Cotell Mcnish

M. Taylor

Milvinia
Hawkins

Clark's
Funeral
Home

Miller, Floreal

Female

ca. 1911

3/3/1924

Measles

Oakland

N/A

Single

John Daring

Saline Miller

None

Miller, Sam

Male

8/?/1889

Ocala,
Florida
Miami,
Florida

1/10/1937

Pneumonia

Oakland

Fruit picker

Married,
Addie Miller

Unknown

Unknown

B.P. Harter,
Winter Garden

Missouri, Larry

Male

ca. 1900

Crescent
City, Florida

6/27/1933

Cancer

Oakland

Laborer

Unknown

Unknown

Mitchel, Della

Female

5/22/1879

Florida

8/23/1927

Cerebral hemorhage

Oakland

Housewife

Morgan
Finley

Rose Daniel

Moore, John

Male

ca. 1884

Illegible

4/15/1924

Acute indigestion

Oakland

Orange grove work

Peter Avery

Unknown

Nealy, Robert

Male

ca. 1868

Alabama

1/24/1930

Intestinal sarcoma,
cerebral hemorrhage

Winter
Garden

Laborer

Married,
Mary
Missouri
Married,
Henry
Mitchel
Married,
Nancie
Moore
Married,
Nettie Nealy

Unknown

Unknown

Cleve May,
Winter
Garden
Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
Stone &
Butler,
Orlando
Mr. Tyndall,
Rev. C.
McCoy
Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

Nealy, unnamed
stillborn

Male

7/4/1930

Florida

7/4/1930

Stillborn

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Paul Nealy

Mary
Anderson

None

Midwife
Roxanne
Walker

Neely, Beatris

Female

2/27/1925

Florida

1/28/1926

Pneumonia

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

George
Neely

Unknown

None

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Nelson, unnamed
stillborn

Male

11/9/1930

Florida

11/9/1930

Stillborn

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Calvin
Nelson

Ella Harris
Nelson

None

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Samuel Scott,
Ocoee
J.B. Callahan,
Orlando

I.S. Hankins,
Orlando

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden
W.T. Hickman

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Newton, unnamed
stillborn

Male

2/7/1925

Florida

4/23/1925

Influenza

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Wonzie
Newton

Kate Swain

None

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Newton, Willie Lee

Male

1/27/1923

1/18/1925

Rachitis

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

W.C.
Newton

Katie Swains

None

E.J. Lawrence,
Winter Garden

Noles/Knowles,
Ezra

Male

ca. 1893

Brooks
County,
Georgia
Columbia
County,
Florida

10/28/1929

Syphilis

Winter
Garden

Laborer

Widower

Henry
Noles

Florine King

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Odom, Mary Jane

Female

11/2/1937

Oakland,
Florida

11/28/1937

Intestinal influenza

Oakland

N/A

Single

Willie Odom

Fannie Lee

Oliphant, Cleveland

Male

11/28/1928

Georgia

3/13/1929

Broncho Pneumonia

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Johny
Oliphant

Fannie Paris

Carey Hand
Funeral
Home,
Orlando
Cleve May,
Winter
Garden
None

Paris, unnamed
stillborn

Female

2/27/1922

Florida

2/27/1922

Stillborn

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Jack Paris

Fanny Morell

None

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Patterson, Bud

Male

3/27/1920

Florida

4/1/1920

Internal obstruction

Oakland

N/A

N/A

J.W.
Patterson

Addie
Patterson

W.M. Wells,
Orlando

Patterson,
Cornelius

Male

ca. 1842

Florida

7/12/1921

Old Age

Oakland

Farm Work

Married,
Rebecca
Patterson

Nate
Patterson

Hazel Liza
Patterson

B.T. Boyd,
Winter
Garden
None

Patterson, Eva

Female

ca. 1901

Live Oak,
Florida

2/29/1932

Tuberculosis

Oakland

Housework

Single

J.W.
Patterson

Addie Everett

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Name may be
Izra

B.P. Harter,
Winter Garden
C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

no doctor

Included in
1880 census in
Leon County
and in 1900,
1910 & 1920
census as
resident of
Oakland along
with his wife,
Rebecca. The
couple married
ca.1863.

Patterson, Grant

Male

ca. 1868

Florida

9/6/1897

Consumption

Killarney

Unknown

Unknown

Cornelius
Patterson

Rebecca
Patterson

Carey Hand
Funeral
Home,
Orlando

Washington
Kilmer, Orlando

Patterson, John

Male

6/10/1884

Bellville,
Florida

1/1/1938

Myocarditis

Oakland

Common labor

Alex
Patterson

Unknown

Female

ca. 1842

Florida

10/7/1922

Senile dimentia

Oakland

Servant

Unknown

Unknown

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando
Carey Hand
Funeral
Home,
Orlando

Frank Quillman,
Winter Garden

Patterson, Rebecca

Married,
Addie
Patterson
Widow, Neal
Patterson

Patterson, Vera

Female

8/19/1925

Oakland,
Florida

8/27/1925

None listed

Oakland

N/A

Single

Johnnie
Patterson

Willa Brown

Midwife, Cellia
Green

Phillips, Sahara

Female

3/20/1862

11/17/1927

Heart dropsy

Winter
Garden

Laundress

Widow

John
Edwards

Dinah Jones

Samuel Scott,
Ocoee

Postell,
Nellia/Nellie

Female

12/12/1906

Clearmont,
South
Carolina
Clermont,
Florida

1/4/1936

Mitral regurgitation of
heart

Oakland

Housewife

Married,
Willie Postell

Lawrence
Reed

Pearl
Jackson

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando

J.A. Ford,
Orlando

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Carey Hand
Undertaker's
Memoranda
Book 3:18971900; This
grave predates
the official deed
for this
cemetery.
Individual may
be buried here
or elsewhere,
but Undertaker
records indicate
burial in the
Oakland
Cemetery.
Prof. B.B. Else
promised to pay
for the casket
($7.00) if Sam
Carpenter (halfbrother) failed
to pay.

Included in
1880 census in
Leon County
and in 1900,
1910 & 1920
census as
resident of
Oakland along
with husband,
Cornelius. She
was born in
March 1843 in
North Carolina
and married
ca.1863.

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

Powell, Eddie

Male

6/?/1898

Samson,
North
Carolina
Dublin,
Georgia

5/17/1921

Tuberculosis

Winter
Garden

Laborer Farm

Single

William H.
Powell

Annie
Benaman

None

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Prince, Maggie

Female

ca. 1887

9/2/1936

Apoplexy (stroke)

Oakland

Housewife

Widow

Allen Hall

Unknown

C.L. May by
the Society

B.P. Harter,
Winter Garden

Purdie/Purdy, Asa
John

Male

7/4/1861

Tar, North
Carolina

7/15/1929

Mitral insufficiency of
heart, Syphilis

Winter
Garden

Planter

Married,
Judith Purdie

Unknown

Sarah Purdie

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Purdie/Purdy,
Judith

Female

1871

North
Carolina

1943

Unknown

Winter
Garden

Citrus Grove Owner

Widow, Asa
Purdie

Unknown

Unknown

Reece, Ralph

Male

ca. 1908

Georgia

11/25/1928

Tuberculosis

Winter
Garden

Farm Hand

Single

Will Reece

Annie Davis

Reed/Reid, Andrew

Male

11/-/1909

Florida

5/18/1923

Drowned

Oakland

N/A

Single

Lawrence
Reid

Pearl Reid

Reed, Dyar

Male

ca. 1850

Georgia

3/1/1930

Chronic nephritis

Winter
Garden

Retired

Widowed,
Laura Reed

Unknown

Unknown

Reed,
Lawrence/Laurance

Male

ca. 1882

South
Carolina

1940

Unknown

Oakland

Laborer, citrus

Married,
Pearl Reed

Unknown

Unknown

Reed, Shellie

Female

ca.1908

Florida

1945

Unknown

Oakland

Cook

Single

Lawrence
Reed

Pearl
Jackson

Unknown

Reed, unnamed
stillborn

Male

3/19/1927

Florida

3/19/1927

Stillborn

Oakland

N/A

N/A

Larance
Reed

Pearl Reed

None

Midwife Bettie
Brinson

Reed, Wilson

Male

ca. 1905

12/24/1938

Gun shot wound, homicide

Oakland

Laborer

Pearl
Jackson

ca. 1905

5/9/1937

Cardiac asthma

Winter
Garden

Domestic

Jim
Cheases

Mallie
Mabley

Roberts, E.D.

Male

6/4/1888

Georgia

2/7/1923

Bright's Disease

Oakland

Minister

Married

E.D.
Roberts

Sara Roberts

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando
Starks &
Strong,
Orlando
Stone &
Butler,
Orlando

B.P. Harter,
Winter Garden

Female

Married,
Janie Belle
Reed
Married, R.
A. Reynolds

Lawrence
Reed

Reynolds, Elnara

Hartsville,
South
Carolina
Barnville,
Georgia

Roberts, unnamed
stillborn

Female

6/23/1936

Florida

6/23/1936

Stillborn

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Willie
Roberts

Effie Logan

None

B.P. Horton,
Winter Garden

Robinson, Lee
Gertha

Female

12/23/1932

Florida

12/25/1932

Premature birth

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Prezy
Robinson

Virdre Davis

John Brown,
Winter
Garden

Midwife
Roxanne
Walker

Robinson, Loula

Female

11/14/1885

North
Carolina

12/4/1933

Bright's Disease

Tildenville

Domestic

Married,
Robert
Robinson

Unknown

Canada Hill

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list
Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
None

Dave Scott,
Ocoee

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
Unknown

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list
Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden
Jerry B.
Callahan,
Orlando

Robinson, Minnie
Lu/Lee

Female

10/21/1935

Oakland,
Florida

10/26/1935

Premature birth

Oakland

N/A

Single

Alex
Robinson

Goldie
Meyers

Cleve May,
Winter
Garden

Midwife, Petris
Pierce/C.J.
Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Robinson,
unnamed stillborn

Female

6/9/1930

Florida

6/9/1930

Premature birth

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Prezy
Robinson

Verdree
Davis

None

Midwife
Roxanne
Walker

Scott, Ellen

Female

8/?/1856

Georgia

1/1/1920

Cancer of Stomach

Winter
Garden

Not listed

Married, Joe
Scott

Unknown

Ellen
Anderson

None

Sherman, Corine

Female

ca. 1887

Georgia

9/24/1931

Apoplexy (stroke)

Oakland

Domestic

Richmond
Matthews

Lena Jordan

Simmons Jr.,
Raleigh

Male

1/31/1929

Winter
Garden,
Florida

11/17/1929

No Doctor-Father said
child had slight cold and
locked bowels

Winter
Garden

N/A

Married,
Hema
Sherman
Single

Raleigh
Simmons,
Sr.

Annie Box

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
None

James A.
Davis, Winter
Garden
B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Simmons, Robert

Male

ca. 1851

Alabama

5/12/1928

Apoplexy (stroke)

Oakland

Merchant

Widower

Fayette
Simmons

Unknown

None

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Simmons, Sid

Male

ca. 1882

Georgia

6/13/1923

Tuberculosis

Winter
Garden

Laborer

Unknown

Unknown

None

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Siplin, Clifford

Male

11/7/1932

Florida

11/7/1932

Premature birth

Winter
Garden

N/A

Married,
Annie
Simmons
N/A

Unknown

Minnie Lee
Siplin

Midwife Pidy
Jackson

Steegal, Anna

Female

1856

Unknown

3/10/1928

Apoplexy (stroke)

Winter
Garden

Unknown

Widowed

Unknown

Unknown

John Joucks,
Winter
Garden
None

Sumpter, Lula

Female

7/20/1926

Oakland,
Florida

7/20/1926

Premature birth

Oakland

N/A

Single

Jasper
Sumpter

Jessie Gilbert

H. Hodges,
Oakland

Thomas, Mandy

Female

ca. 1870

Thomson,
Georgia

11/12/1935

Carcinoma of stomach

Winter
Garden

Housewife

Married,
Henry
Thomas

Unknown

Unknown

Frank Quillman,
Winter Garden

Thomas, Sadie

Female

ca. 1878

South
Carolina

3/12/1928

Tuberculosis

Winter
Garden

Housework

Widow, Tom
Thomas

Unknown

Unknown

Tony, Jocquelin

Female

7/8/1928

Florida

12/31/1928

Pneumonia, Influenza

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Gadsen
Tony

Eva Kate
Minor

Carey Hand
Funeral
Home,
Orlando
Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
None

Wade, unnamed
stillborn

Female

8/10/1936

Florida

8/10/1936

Stillborn

Oakland

N/A

N/A

Samuel
Wade

Ruby
McMillan

None

B.P. Horton,
Winter Garden

Walker, Roxana

Female

9/12/1861

Wilkes
County,
Georgia

5/10/1939

Infection of finger and
senility

Winter
Garden

Midwife (Domestic
listed on death
certificate)

Widow,
Wilson
Walker

Simon
Balem

Harriet
Scruggs

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando

Samuel Scott,
Ocoee

Walker, Wilson

Male

ca. 1858

Georgia

11/11/1928

Senile dimentia

Winter
Garden

Laborer

Married,
Roxanna
Walker

Levi Walker

Lawarence

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Samuel Scott,
Ocoee
C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Carey Hand
Undertaker's
Memoranda
1935

Washington, Jr.,
James

Male

3/11/1928

Florida

3/30/1928

Inanition (malnourishment)

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

James
Washington

Nellie Aaron

None

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Watson, Allice

Female

ca. 1858

South
Carolina

7/1/1934

Acute Myocarditis

Oakland

Retired

Alfred
Bradley

Unknown

Male

6/25/1928

Alabama

12/9/1928

Retropharyngeal abscess,
malnutrition

Winter
Garden

N/A

Allen Webb

Sallie Harris

C.L. May,
Winter
Garden
Stone &
Butler,
Orlando

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden

Webb, Lawrence
Herbert

Widowed,
Robert
Watson
Single

Webb, Viola

Female

3/1/1903

Florida

3/4/1926

Peritonitis, pyosalpinx

Oakland

Cook

Married, Neal
Webb

J.J. Allen

Viola Allen

J.S. Weaver,
Orlando

White, Andrew

Male

3/7/1897

1/11/1938

Car accident, head injury

Oakland

Laborer

Married,
Lena White

Thomas
White

Laura Wilson

Williams, Daisy

Female

12/21/1930

Edgefield,
South
Carolina
Florida

12/21/1930

Premature birth, overwork
and hard labor on mothers
part

Winter
Garden

N/A

N/A

Unknown

Annie
Williams

Stone &
Butler,
Orlando
Starks &
Strong,
Orlando
None

Williams, David Lee

Male

8/31/1910

Georgia

11/26/1939

Pulmonary hemorhage
due to fall from a bicycle

Oakland

Truck farming
laborer

Married,
Thelma C.
Williams

Henry L.
Williams

Unknown

Starks &
Strong,
Orlando

B.P. Winter,
Winter Garden

Williams, Eddie

Male

4/1/1922

Florida

5/27/1931

Pneumonia, Malaria

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Ed Williams

Flora
McClain

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Williams, Henriette

Female

12/25/1872

Georgia

12/13/1925

Pellegra, Inanition
(malnourishment)

Winter
Garden

Cook

Married,
John
Williams

Boston
Jones

Ousla Jones

Charles
McCoy,
Winter
Garden
Stone &
Butler,
Orlando

Williams, J[ordan]

Male

ca. 1864

North
Carolina

12/8/1929

Cerebral hemorhage

Oakland

Laborer

Widower

Unknown

Unknown

J.D. Gray,
Orlando

Williams, John

Male

2/16/1878

Georgia

11/20/1927

Cerebral hemorhage

Winter
Garden

Laborer, Truck
Farm

Married

Fred
Williams

Ellen Coffey

Carey Hand
Funeral
Home,
Orlando
None

Williams, Juanita

Female

ca. 1918

Oakland,
Florida

8/7/1925

Burned to death

Winter
Garden

N/A

Single

Eddie
Williams

Unknown

None

R.P. Wright,
Winter Garden

Williams, Riley

Male

10/?/1904

South
Carolina

2/11/1925

Tuberculosis

Winter
Garden

Laborer

Single

Sydney
Williams

Unknown

None

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

J.D. Gray,
Orlando

Duncan Lee,
Orlando
Midwife Celia
Green

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

C.J. Wheatley,
Winter Garden

Included in
Cordie Walker's
list

Williamson, Lizzie

Female

9/18/1867

Jamestown,
Kentucky

2/4/1932

Myocarditis

Oakland

Housework

Widow, Eli
Williamson

? Patterson

Charity Hyatt

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando

E.J. Lawrence,
Winter Garden;
oral tradition
indicates that
she is buried on
"Williamson
Island, a
peninsula in
John's Lake,
where she and
her husband
owned a farm

Wingfield, Elmus J.

Male

6/16/1924

Oakland,
Florida

6/11/1928

Auto accident

Oakland

N/A

Single

E. Wingfield

Lu Bertha
Roanes

Private-Rev.
Jones

J.A. Davis,
Winter Garden

Wise, Mary

Female

ca. 1876

Ocala,
Florida

12/4/1932

None listed

Oakland

Laundress

Morgan
Finley

Rosa Daniels

Male

10/30/1935

Oakland,
Florida

12/29/1935

Influenza

Oakland

N/A

James
Woodard

Beulah Mae
Pope

Young, Eloise

Female

1/20/1912

Sumter,
South
Carolina

11/27/1939

Tuberculosis

Oakland

Domestic

Divorced

Williams
Johnson

Emma
Coleman

Smith &
Smart,
Orlando
Cleve May,
Winter
Garden
Starks &
Strong,
Orlando

no doctor

Woodard, T.J.

Widow,
Alexander
Wise
Single

B.H. Lawson,
Winter Garden
John J.
Signton, Winter
Garden

Included in
Mesrin Gibson's
list
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CANDLER SERIES

The Candler series consists of very deep, excessively drained, very rapidly to rapidly permeable soils on
uplands of Southern Florida Flatwoods (MLRA 155), South Central Florida Ridge (MLRA 154), Eastern
Gulf Coast Flatwoods (MLRA 152A) and the Atlantic Coast Flatwoods (MLRA 153A. They formed in thick
beds of eolian or sandy marine deposits. Near the type location, the mean annual temperature is about 72
degrees F., and the mean annual precipitation is about 55 inches. Slopes are primarily 0 to 12 percent but
range up to 40 percent in the more dissected areas.
TAXONOMIC CLASS: Hyperthermic, uncoated Lamellic Quartzipsamments
TYPICAL PEDON: Candler sand, in a forested area (Colors are for moist soil).
A--0 to 5 inches; dark gray (10YR 4/1) sand; single grain; loose; few fine and medium roots; many
uncoated and thinly coated sand grains; some mixing of light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) in lower 1.0 inch
to 1.5 inches; strongly acid; clear wavy boundary. (2 to 9 inches thick)
E1--5 to 27 inches; yellow (10YR 7/6) sand; single grain; loose; few fine and medium roots; many
uncoated sand grains; strongly acid; gradual wavy boundary.
E2--27 to 67 inches; yellow (10YR 7/8) sand; single grain; loose; few fine and medium roots; many
uncoated sand grains; strongly acid; clear wavy boundary. (Combined thickness of the E horizons range
from 38 to 75 inches)
E&Bt1--67 to 95 inches; very pale brown (10YR 7/4) sand (E); few fine and medium distinct very pale
brown (10YR 8/2) areas of uncoated sand grains; single grain; loose; few fine roots; many uncoated sand
grains; few distinct yellowish brown (10YR 5/8) loamy sand lamellae (Bt) 1 to 3 mm thick and 1 to 8 cm
long; slight increase in abundance with depth; sand grains in lamellae are well coated; strongly acid;
gradual wavy boundary. (22 to 38 inches thick)
E&Bt2--95 to 109 inches; very pale brown (10YR 7/4) sand (E); few fine and medium distinct very pale
brown (10YR 8/2) areas of uncoated sand grains; single grain; loose; many sand grains are uncoated;
yellowish brown (10YR 5/8) loamy sand lamellae (Bt) about 1 to 8 cm long and 3 to 8 mm thick,
increasing in abundance with depth; sand grains in lamellae are well coated; very strongly acid; gradual
wavy boundary.
Bt--109 to 115 inches; brownish yellow (10YR 6/6) sandy loam; moderate medium granular structure;
friable; sand grains well coated; very strongly acid.
TYPE LOCATION: Marion County, Florida. Approximately 200 feet west of the Baseline Road; about 0.75
mile north of Silver Springs; SE 1/4, SE 1/4, Sec. 36, T. 14 S., R. 22 E.
RANGE IN CHARACTERISTICS: Thickness of the sand is 80 or more inches. Lamellae are present at
depths of 40 to 80 inches. Reaction is very strongly acid to slightly acid throughout. Content of silt plus
clay is less than 5 percent and very fine sand is less than 20 percent at depths between 10 and 40
inches.
The A or Ap horizon has hue of 10YR, value of 2 to 5, and chroma of 1 to 3. Texture is sand or fine sand.
The AE horizon, where present, has hue of 10YR, value of 3 to 6, and chroma of 2 to 4. Texture is fine
sand or sand.
The E horizon has hue of 10YR, value of 5 to 8, and chroma of 3 to 8. Mottles and streaks with chroma of
2 or less are the color of uncoated sand grains and are not indicative of wetness. They range from none

to common. Texture is fine sand or sand.
The E part of the E&Bt horizon has hue of 10YR, value of 5 to 8, and chroma of 1 to 8. Texture is fine
sand or sand.
The Bt part of the E&Bt horizon consists of lamellae with hue of 5YR to 10YR, value of 5 or 6, and chroma
of 4 to 8. The individual lamellae range from 1 to 3 millimeters thick. The total thickness of the lamellae
within a depth of 80 inches or more is normally 5 to 12 millimeters, but ranges from 1 to 55 millimeters.
Texture ranges from fine sand to sandy loam.
The Bt horizon, where present, is below 80 inches. It has the same range of color as the lamellae part of
the E&Bt horizon. Texture ranges from loamy sand to sandy clay loam.
COMPETING SERIES: There are no other series in the same family. Series in similar families are
the Archbold, Astatula, Lake, Neilhurst, Palm Beach, St. Lucie, and Tavares soils. None of the competing
soils have lamellae. In addition, Archbold and Tavares soils are moderately well drained, and Lake soils
have 5 to 10 percent clay within the 10- to 40-inch control section.
GEOGRAPHIC SETTING: Candler soils are on uplands in peninsular Florida. Slopes primarily range from
0 to 12 percent, but up to 40 percent in dissected areas. They formed in thick beds of eolian or sandy
marine deposits. The climate is humid subtropical. The average annual precipitation ranges from 50 to 60
inches, and the average annual temperature ranges from 70 to 74 degrees F.
GEOGRAPHICALLY ASSOCIATED SOILS: In addition to competing Archbold, Astatula, Lake, Neilhurst,
Palm Beach, St. Lucie, and Tavares soils, these include
the Adamsville, Apopka, Arredondo, Gainesville, Millhopper, Orlando, Paola, and Pompano soils. The
somewhat poorly drained Adamsville soils are on lower positions. The well drained Apopka and
Arredondo soils are on similar to lower positions and have sandy surface and subsurface layers 40 to 80
inches thick to an argillic horizon. The well drained Gainesville soils are on similar to slightly lower
positions, do not have lamellae, and have 10 to 15 percent clay within the 10 to 40-inch control section.
The moderately well drained Millhopper soils are on lower positions and have sandy surface and
subsurface layers 40 to 80 inches thick. The well drained Orlando soils are on similar positions but have
uniform texture of sand or fine sand with 1 to 12 percent fines that extends to depths of 80 inches or
more. Paola soils are on lower positions and have a poorly defined spodic horizon. The very poorly
drained Pompano soils are on lower positions.
DRAINAGE AND PERMEABILITY: Excessively drained; very rapid to rapid permeability.
USE AND VEGETATION: Many areas are used for citrus crops and tame pasture. Native vegetation
consists of bluejack oak, turkey oak, sand post oak and longleaf pine, sand pine, sand live oak, chapman
oak and myrtle oak with a sparse understory of lopsided indiangrass, gopher apple, pineland threeawn,
hairy panicum, and other annual forbs.
DISTRIBUTION AND EXTENT: Peninsular Florida. The series is of large extent.
MLRA SOIL SURVEY REGIONAL OFFICE (MO) RESPONSIBLE: Auburn, Alabama.
SERIES ESTABLISHED: Marion County, Florida; l974.
REMARKS: Diagnostic horizons and features in this pedon:
Ochric epipedon: the zone from 0 to 67 inches (A, E1 and E2 horizons).
Lamellae: the zone from 67 to 109 inches (E&Bt1 and E&Bt2 horizons).
Uncoated feature: the zone from 10 to 40 inches (E1 and E2 horizons).

The Subgroup Typic was changed to Lamellic per 8th Edition of Soil Taxonomy, 1998.
The water table is at depths greater than 80 inches.
Candler soils were formerly mapped in the Astatula series as Astatula, banded substratum phase. The
concept of Candler soils limits the series to sandy soils that have lamellae. Total thickness of lamellae is l
to 6 inches between depths of 40 and 80 inches.

APOPKA SERIES

The Apopka series consists of very deep, well drained, moderately slowly permeable soils on upland
ridges, side slopes and knolls of the North Central Florida Ridge (MLRA 138), the South-Central Florida
Ridge MLRA 154) and the Florida Flatwoods (MLRA 155). They formed in thick beds of sandy and loamy
marine or eolian deposits. Near the type location, the mean annual temperature is about 73 degrees F.,
and the mean annual precipitation is about 52 inches. Slopes range from 0 to 25 percent.
TAXONOMIC CLASS: Loamy, siliceous, subactive, hyperthermic Grossarenic Paleudults
TYPICAL PEDON: Apopka sand, in a cultivated field (Colors are for moist soil).
Ap--0 to 6 inches; very dark gray (10YR 3/1) sand; weak fine granular structure; friable; few fine roots;
slightly acid; clear wavy boundary. (4 to 8 inches thick)
E1--6 to 40 inches; yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) sand; single grain; loose; few fine roots; many uncoated
sand grains; common fine fragments of charcoal; moderately acid; gradual wavy boundary.
E2--40 to 55 inches; light yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) sand; single grain; loose; many fine roots; many
uncoated sand grains; few fine fragments of charcoal; moderately acid; abrupt wavy boundary.
(Combined thickness of the E horizon is 36 to 72 inches)
Bt--55 to 84 inches; red (2.5YR 5/8) sandy clay loam; weak fine subangular blocky structure; firm; few
fine roots; few fine pores; few faint clay films on faces of peds and walls of pores; sand grains coated and
bridged with clay; few pebbles 2 to 10 mm in diameter; strongly acid.
TYPE LOCATION: Lake County, Florida; approximately 0.5 miles northeast of Indianhouse Lake, about
0.25 miles south of Florida Highway 19, and about 100 feet east of graded road in the NW1/4, NE1/4,
Sec. 28, T. 21 S., R. 25 E.; lat. 28 degrees 38 minutes 8.05 seconds N. and long. 81 degrees 48 minutes
43.56 seconds W., NAD83.
RANGE IN CHARACTERISTICS: Solum thickness exceeds 60 inches. Reaction ranges from very
strongly acid through moderately acid except where the surface has been limed. Plinthite ranges from 0 to
5 percent, by volume, in the Bt horizons.
The A or Ap horizon has hue of 10YR, value of 2 to 5, and chroma 1 or 2. Texture is sand or fine sand.
The E horizon has hue of 10YR, value of 5 to 8, and chroma of 3 to 8. Fine to medium pockets of
uncoated sand grains in shades of gray or white range from none to common. Masses of iron
accumulation in shades of brown, red, or yellow range from none to common. Texture is sand or fine sand
and contains less than 5 percent silt plus clay.
The EB horizon, where present, is less than 12 inches in thickness. It has hue of 7.5YR or 10YR, value of
4 to 8, and chroma of 4 to 8. Some pedons have a few discontinuous lamellae up to 3mm in thickness.

Texture is loamy sand or loamy fine sand.
The upper part of the Bt horizon has hue of 2.5YR through 10YR, value of 4 to 7, and chroma of 4 to 8.
Masses of iron accumulation in shades of brown, red, or yellow range from none to common. Texture is
loamy fine sand, sandy loam, or sandy clay loam.
The lower part of the Bt horizon has colors similar to the upper part or there is no dominant color and it is
multicolored in shades of red, brown, and yellow. Gray and white stripped sand grains between peds
range from none to common. Texture is loamy fine sand, sandy loam, sandy clay loam, or sandy clay.
Some pedons have a BC horizon. It has colors similar to the lower Bt horizon with gray and white stripped
sand grains between peds that range from few to many. Texture is loamy fine sand, loamy sand, or sandy
loam.
COMPETING SERIES: The Masaryk series is the only known series in the same family. The moderately
well drained Masaryk soils are on similar to lower positions and have yellower subsoils.
GEOGRAPHIC SETTING: Apopka soils are on ridges and side slopes in the Lower Coastal Plain. Slopes
range from 0 to 25 percent in highly dissected areas. They formed in thick beds of sandy and loamy
marine or eolian deposits. The climate is humid subtropical. The average annual precipitation ranges from
50 to 60 inches and average annual air temperature ranges from 72 to 74 degrees F.
GEOGRAPHICALLY ASSOCIATED SOILS: These include
the Adamsville, Arredondo, Astatula, Candler, Fort
Meade, Immokalee, Kendrick, Lake, Millhopper, Myakka, Sparr, and Tavares series. The somewhat
poorly drained Adamsville are on lower positions and are sandy throughout. Arredondo soils are on
similar to lower positions, have yellower subsoils, and have 5 to 15 percent silt plus clay in the E horizons.
The excessively well drained Astatula, Candler, and Lake soils are on similar to higher positions and are
sandy throughout. The well drained Fort Meade soils are on slightly higher positions, have thick dark
surfaces, are sandy throughout and have a seasonal high water table more than 88 inches below the
surface. The poorly drained Immokalee and Myakka soils are on similar positions and have spodic
horizons. Kendrick soils are on similar positions and have surface and subsurface layers 20 to 40 inches
in thickness. The moderately well drained Millhopper soils are on lower positions. The somewhat poorly
drained Sparr soils are on lower positions and have sandy surface and subsurface layers 20 to 40 inches
in thickness. The moderately well drained Tavares soils are on lower positions and are sandy throughout.
DRAINAGE AND PERMEABILITY: Well drained; rapid permeability in the A and E horizons; moderate in
the upper part Bt horizons and moderately slow in the lower Bt horizons.
USE AND VEGETATION: Large areas are cleared and used for citrus and tame pasture. Natural
vegetation consists of bluejack oak, turkey oak, post oak, live oak, and longleaf pine. The understory
vegetation consists of bluestem, dogfennel, paspalum, pineland threeawn, and other native plants.
DISTRIBUTION AND EXTENT: Peninsular Florida. The series is of moderate extent.
MLRA SOIL SURVEY REGIONAL OFFICE (MO) RESPONSIBLE: Auburn, Alabama.
SERIES ESTABLISHED: Lake County, Florida; 1970.
BASINGER SERIES

MLRA(s): 155 and 154
Soil Survey Regional Office (SSRO) Responsible: Auburn, Alabama
Depth Class: Very deep

Drainage Class: Very poorly drained
Saturated Hydraulic Conductivity: Moderately high to high
Index Surface Runoff: Negligible
Parent Material: Sandy marine sediments
Slope: 0 to 2 percent
Elevation: 0 to 85 meters (0 to 280 feet)
Mean Annual Air Temperature: 21 degrees C (72 degrees F.)
Mean Annual Precipitation: 1397 centimeters (55 inches)
TAXONOMIC CLASS: Siliceous, hyperthermic Spodic Psammaquents
TYPICAL PEDON: Basinger fine sand, in an area of range (Colors are for moist soil).
A--0 to 5 centimeters (0 to 2 inches); very dark gray (10YR 3/1) rubbed, fine sand; weak fine granular
structure; very friable; many fine roots; many uncoated light gray (10YR 7/2) sand grains; strongly acid;
clear smooth boundary. [5 to 20 centimeters thick (2 to 8 inches thick)]
Eg--5 to 46 centimeters (2 to 18 inches); light gray (10YR 7/2) fine sand; single grain; loose; few fine and
medium roots; common medium distinct very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) streaks of organic matter
along root channels; very strongly acid; clear wavy boundary. [13 to 107 centimeters thick (5 to 42 inches
thick)]
Bh/Eg--46 to 91 centimeters (18 to 36 inches); brown (10YR 5/3) (Bh) and light brownish gray (10YR 6/2)
(E) fine sand; common medium distinct dark reddish brown (5YR 3/2) weakly cemented bodies; common
medium distinct very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) streaks of organic matter along root channels; single
grain; loose; few fine and medium roots; many uncoated sand grains in Bh portion; few fine faint yellowish
brown (10YR 5/6) masses of iron concentrations; strongly acid; gradual wavy boundary. [15 to 64
centimeters thick (6 to 25 inches thick)]
Cg--91 to 203 centimeters (36 to 80 inches); light brownish gray (10YR 6/2) fine sand; single grain; loose;
many uncoated sand grains; strongly acid.
TYPE LOCATION: Okeechobee County, Florida. About 2,158 feet west of NE 176th Ave and 865 feet
south of NW 240th St.; in the NE 1/4, Sec. 3, T. 35S.; R.33E; latitude 27 degrees, 27 minutes, and 45.23
N and longitude 81 degrees, 0 minutes, and 50.13 seconds W., WGS84
RANGE IN CHARACTERISTICS:
Solum thickness: 203 centimeters (80 inches) or more
Depth to seasonal high water table: 0 to 46 centimeters (0 to 18 inches)
Depth to spodic (intergrade) horizon: 18 to 27 centimeters (7 to 50 inches)
Soil Reaction: Extremely acid to neutral throughout (pH 3.5 to 7.3) except where the surface has been
limed.
Particle-size control section (weighted averages):
Clay content: 0 to 7 percent
Fine sand content: 30 to 75 percent
Silt content: less than 5 percent
RANGE IN INDIVIDUAL HORIZONS:
A horizon:
Color--hue of 10YR or is neutral, value of 2 to 6, and chroma of 1 or 2
Texture--fine sand, sand or their mucky analogs. A thin Oa horizon consisting of muck, less than 7 inches
thick, may be present in some areas.
EC (mmhos/centimeters): 0 to 2
Eg horizon:

Color--hue of 10YR, 2.5Y or is neutral, value of 5 to 8, and chroma of 1 to4
Redoximorphic features--shades of gray, brown and yellow and range from none to common.
Texture--fine sand or sand. In some pedons, there is a thin transitional EB horizon between the E and
Bh/E horizon.
EC (mmhos/centimeters): 0 to 2
Bh/Eg horizon:
Color--Bh has hue of 5YR to 10YR, value of 3 to 5, and chroma of 2 to 4. The E has colors similar to that
of the E horizon.
Redoximorphic features--shades of gray, brown, yellow, and red and range from none to common.
Texture--fine sand or sand.
EC (mmhos/centimeters): 0 to 2
C horizon, where present:
Color--hue of 10YR to 5Y or is neutral, value of 5 to 8, and chroma of 2 to 4
Texture--fine sand or sand. Some pedons have thin strata of loamy fine sand or loamy sand.
EC (mmhos/centimeters): 0 to 2
The Cg horizon:
Color--hue of 10YR to 5Y or is neutral, value of 5 to 8, and chroma of 2 to 4
Texture--fine sand or sand. Some pedons have thin strata of loamy fine sand or loamy sand.
EC (mmhos/centimeters): 0 to 2
COMPETING SERIES: These are the Moultrie and Valkaria series.
Moultrie soils--have spodic horizons 30 to 76 centimeters (12 to 30 inches) below the surface, contain
more salts and have higher conductivity in the saturation extract. In addition, Moultrie soils are very
frequently flooded and occur in the tidal zone.
Valkaria soils--have spodic horizons 18 to 102 centimeters (7 to 40 inches) below the surface, have Bw
horizons and occur in similar landform positions.
GEOGRAPHIC SETTING:
Landscape: Coastal Plain Flatwoods
Landform(s): Low flats, depressions and poorly defined drainageways
Parent material: Sandy marine sediments
Mean annual air temperature: 20 to 25 degrees C (68 to 77 degrees F.)
Mean annual precipitation: 107 to 173 centimeters (42 to 68 inches)
GEOGRAPHICALLY ASSOCIATED SOILS:
Eaugallie soils--have Bh horizons and are Spodosols. In addition, Eaugallie soils have a Bt horizon below
the spodic horizon and are on similar landscape positions.
Immokalee soils--have Bh horizons and are Spodosols. In addition, Immokalee soils have A and E
horizons greater than 76 centimeters (30 inches).
Margate soils--have limestone bedrock at depths of 51 to 102 centimeters (20 to 40 inches).
Myakka soils--have Bh horizons and are Spodosols.
Oldsmar soils--have Bh horizons and are Spodosols. In addition, Oldsmar soils have a Bt horizon below
the spodic horizon and are on similar landscape positions.
Ona soils--have Bh horizons and are Spodosols.
Placid soils--have an umbric epipedon, do not have a Bh horizon, and are on similar landscape positions.
Pompano soils--do not have a Bh or Bh/E horizon and are on similar landscape positions.
Samsula soils--have an Oa horizon that is 41 to 130 centimeters (16 to 51 inches) in thickness and occur
in depressions, marshes, and swamps.
Sanibel soils--have a well decomposed organic surface that is 20 to 38 centimeters (8 to 15 inches) thick
and occur in depressions, marshes, and swamps.
Smyrna soils--have Bh horizons, are Spodosols and are on broad flatwoods.
Wabasso soils--have Bh horizons and are Spodosols. In addition, Wabasso soils have a Bt horizon below
the spodic horizon and are on similar landscape positions.

DRAINAGE AND SATURATED HYDRAULIC CONDUCTIVITY:
Drainage class: Very poorly drained
Saturated hydraulic conductivity (Ksat): High to very high
Permeability: Rapid
Surface runoff: Negligible
Flooding frequency and duration: None
Ponding frequency and duration: Under natural conditions the soil is covered by water (ponded) - very
frequently for very long duration for 6 to 9 months, currently ponding is controlled by anthropogenic
activities.
USE AND VEGETATION:
Major Uses: Most areas of Basinger soils have been cleared and are used for improved pasture and
rangeland. With water control, they are used for winter truck crops and tame pasture.
Dominant vegetation: Slash pine, long leaf pine, southern slash pine, scattered cypress with an
understory dominated by gallberry, pineland threeawn, cabbage palm, scattered saw palmetto, St. Johns
wort, cutthroat grass, blue maidencane, low panicum, wax-myrtle and sand cordgrass.
SOIL SURVEY REGIONAL OFFICE (SSRO) RESPONSIBLE: Auburn, Alabama.
DISTRIBUTION AND EXTENT: Peninsular Florida. This series is of large extent.
SERIES ESTABLISHED: Okeechobee County, Florida; 1970.
REMARKS: Diagnostic horizons and features recognized in this pedon include:
1. Ochric epipedon: 0 to 46 centimeters (0 to 18 inches) (A and E horizons)
2. Spodic intergrade: 46 to 91 centimeters (18 to 36 inches) (Bh/E horizon)
3. Aquic conditions: Endosaturation ranges from 0 to 203 centimeters (0 to 80 inches)
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Site Visit Photo log
Date Photos Taken: Nov. 29, 2021

Photographer: J. Yates

Project Site: Town of Oakland Historic African American Cemetery
Compiler: J. Yates

North bank erosion along residential home slope, leading into cemetery

North bank erosion along residential home slope, leading into cemetery

North bank erosion along residential home slope, leading into cemetery

North bank erosion caused by sprinkler head along residential slope leading into cemetery

Culvert from residential development, directed toward sinkhole west of
cemetery

Standing water approximately 20-50 feet west of western cemetery boundary.

Fence pole closest to standing water, no residual markings from standing
water on the fence pole itself.

Second fence pole, further south also shows no residual markings from standing
water on the fence pole itself.
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Google Earth Historic Imagery

Project Site: Oakland’s Historic African American Cemetery

Imagery Date: January 1999

Imagery Date: December 2004

Imagery Date: February 2006

Imagery Date: December 2008

Google Earth Historic Imagery

Project Site: Town of Oakland Historic African American Cemetery

Imagery Date: January 2014

Imagery Date: May 2017

Imagery Date: November 2019

Imagery Date: January 2021
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FORM

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE

MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M1 overview looking northeast

M1

Decorative stepped edge on vault

Tree stump in family plot
E/W
Headstone (no base)
Raised Vault or Box Tomb
Footstone
Fencing
Concrete, Metal
Cracked
Chipping
Biological Growth
Poor
Cracking to top of vault is accelerating plant growth in cracks
M1 is just north of M2 and both are enclosed by same fence. Heavy
root and plant accumulation on vault to before clearing. Including
sapling growing out of it. No inscription

M1 overview looking southwest

M1 detail of footstone and fencing, looking southeast

M1 looking west

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION
CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M2 looking west

M2
Aaron Herriott
2/7/1925
HERRIOTT//AARON HERRIOTT/DIED FEB 7 1925/AGE64/AT
REST
Hand pointing up
linked chains
Tree stump in family plot
E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Fencing
Concrete, Metal
Out of Plumb
Biological Growth
Fair
Biological growth, leaning, broken fencing
In family plot with M1, heavy lichen and moss growth on headstone
surface prior to cleaning

M2 looking east

M2 detail view of inscription and headstone
decoration

M2 looking northwest

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION
CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M3
Joe Grady
1/22/1919
GRADY//JOE GRADY/DIED JAN 22 1919/AGE 62/AT REST
Mason G, Compass, and Square
Two Flower Rosettes in Top Corners

E/W
Headstone (Single base/tab in slot)
Concrete
Out of Plumb
Biological Growth
Fair
Tilting, heavy bio-growth

M3 detail view showing inscription and decoration

M3 looking east

M3 looking west

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M4
Liza Fulton
1/25/1919
FULTON/LIZA FULTON/DIED JAN 25 1919/AGE 49/GONE TO
REST
Hand Pointing Up
Wreath

E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Concrete
Out of Plumb
Biological Growth
Staining
Cracked
Fair
Large oak tree to east is partially fallen and could impact headstone
Some evidence of previous white paint near base

M4 detail view showing inscription and decoration

M4 overview looking east

M4 looking west

M4 looking east

M4 looking northwest

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M5 looking northwest

M5
James W. Walker
10/26/1912
JAMES W WALKER/DIED OCT 20 1912/AGE 37/GONE TO REST
Mason G, Compass, and Square

E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Concrete
Fallen
Biological Growth
Chipping
Out of Plump
Poor
Oak directly east of marker could impact grave, fallen marker
Headstone is fallen off base but otherwise intact

M5 overview looking west

M5 view from above

M5 detail view of inscription and decoration

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M6
Robert Moses Johnson
3/11/1899
10/12/1918
ROBERT/MOSES/JOHNSON/BORN/Mar 11 1899/DIED/Oct 12
1918/In loving/remembrance/of our dear/one/AT REST

E/W
Obelisk or Pedestal
Marble
Out of Plumb
Fallen
Broken
Biological Growth
Staining
Sunken
Poor
Broken fragments could be lost, remaining upright element could
fall, very unstable

M6 looking east

M6 looking west

M6 detail view of broken top of headstone

M6 detail view of inscription

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE

MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M7
Bettie L. McFarlane
7/20/1916
1/17/1917
BETTIE L./DAU OF/G.H. & GURLEY/McFARLANE/JULY 20
1916/JAN 17 1917/AT REST

SCA pitcher with embossed cherry motif
E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Footstone
Fencing
Surface Find/Grave Offering
Marble
Metal
Out of Plumb
Staining
Biological Growth
Chipping
Sunken
Animal Burrowing
Sugaring
Fair
Burrowing could undermine marker, pitcher could be lost, sugaring
to marker surface could obscure inscription over time
Broken fencing around grave

M7 overview looking northeast

M7 looking east

M7 looking northeast

M7 looking west

M7 footstone detail

M7 fencing detail

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M8 looking east

M8
Mabel Evelen Howell
10/7/1919
2/20/1924
HOWELL//MABEL EVELEN HOWELL/OCT 7 1919/FEB 20
1924/AGE 4/GONE TO REST
Dove on top of headstone

E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Concrete
Out of Plumb
Cracked
Staining
Biological Growth
Fair
At risk of toppling over
Unclear if nearby footstone is associated with this marker

M8 looking southeast

M8 detail showing headstone inscription and
decoration

M8 looking west

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION
CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M9

E/W
Footstone
Concrete
Out of Plumb
Chipping
Good
Unclear if this footstone is associated with M8

M9 view of footstone looking east
HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE

M10

DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M10 looking east

E/W
Temporary Funeral Home Marker
Headstone Base
Marble
Metal
Sunken
Out of Plumb
Fallen
Biological Growth
Missing Marker Element (Headstone)
Poor
Very sunken and could easily be completely covered over
Decorative texture on edge of base, nearby PVC marker from
previous GPR survey

M10 detail looking east

M10 looking west

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION
CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M11 overview looking west

M11
Tom Davis
Della Davis
11/5/1937 (Tom Davis)
1/13/1944 (Della Davis)
TOM DAVIS/NOV. 5, 1937/DELLA DAVIS/JAN. 13, 1944
Rusticated edge on headstone and base

E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Granite
Biological Growth
Good
Dead tree nearby could fall on grave marker

M11 looking northwest

M11 looking southeast

M11 detail looking southeast

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M12
Priscilla Taylor
10/5/1923
TAYLOR//PRISCILLA TAYLOR/DIED OCT 5 1923/AGE 18/GONE
BUT NOT/FORGOTTEN
Dove on top of headstone

E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Concrete
Out of Plumb
Biological Growth
Sunken
Chipping
Fair
Fallen tree directly west of headstone

M12 view looking west showing detail of headstone inscription and decoration

M12 looking west

M12 looking east

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M13
Carry Coleman
5/11/1919
8/12/1921
The Lord Is My Shepherd/CARRY COLEMAN/MAY 11 1919/AUG
12 1921/Gone to a better/land
Decorative scrolling on top of headstone

Lily species growing all around headstone
E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Marble
Out of Plumb
Staining
Biological Growth
Fair
Fallen tree behind this marker, could topple over due to angle of
lean

M13 overview looking west

M13 looking west

M13 looking northwest

M13 looking east

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M14 looking west

M14

Impressed shells: scallop, arc clam
Clear glass jar with braided rope designs

Vernacular Style
Surface Find/Grave Offering
Concrete
Shell
Sunken
Chipping
Broken
Fallen
Biological Growth
Poor
Fallen tree on top of grave marker, marker is sunken
Base also has impressed shells

M14 detail looking west

M14 looking east

M14 glass jar

M14 overview looking west

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS

M15
Mary Rich
4/20/1871
2/18/1922
MARY RICH/APR. 20 1871/FEB. 18 1922/AGE 50/ASLEEP IN
JESUS
Clasped hands on top
Scroll/plant design on face of headstone

E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Concrete
Out of Plumb
Cracked
Staining
Biological Growth
Sunken
Fair
Cracked headstone, crack shows area of efflorescence. Tree to
west is making headstone lean

OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M15 detail view of inscription looking east

M15 detail view of top of headstone

M15 detail view of crack on western face of headstone

M15 overview looking northeast

M15 looking northeast

M15 looking west

M15 detail view of crack on eastern face of
headstone

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M16 view looking west

M16

Marker Base
Concrete
Out of Plumb
Sunken
Chipping
Broken
Biological Growth
Poor
Almost completely buried
Possible marker base

M16 detail view looking east

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M17

Colorless pressed glass fragments

Vernacular Style
Surface Find/Grave Offering
Concrete
Fallen
Broken
Biological Growth
Poor
Broken and could become completely sunken beneath the ground
surface
Glazed sewer pipe frags mixed into concrete

M17 view from above

M17 overview looking east

M17 detail of material

M17 pressed colorless glass

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS

EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M18

Impressed shells

E/W
Temporary Funeral Home Marker
Vernacular Style (2)
Concrete
Shell
Metal
Sunken
Out of Plumb
Chipping
Biological Growth
Fair
Marker is sunken into the ground and partially covered with soil,
chipping and breakage to shells
Possible head and footstone

M18 view of western vernacular marker and
funeral home marker, looking southeast

M18 view of western vernacular marker and
funeral home marker, looking north

M18 overview looking east

M18 overview looking southwest

M18 western vernacular marker as seen from
above
M18 eastern vernacular marker

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE

MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION
CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M19 overview looking southwest

M19
Mallie J. Pierce Eason
11/29/1943
MALLIE/J. PIERCE/EASON/D NOV 29 1943

E/W
Headstone (no base)
Footstone
Vernacular Style
Concrete
Metal
Sunken
Chipping
Good
Sunken, could continue to destabilize and tip, footstone could get
buried and lost
Letters are impressed into concrete

M19 headstone looking west

M19 footstone looking west

M19 looking west

M19 looking east

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M20

E/W
Footstone
Marble
Out of Plumb
Sunken
Broken
Biological Growth
Poor
Could become lost and buried beneath soil
Close to temporary marker and PVC marker from previous GPR
survey

M20 detail view of footstone looking east

M20 overview looking east

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION
CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OR
DESCRIPTION

M21 looking southeast

M21

Molded relief decorations on side panels. Wreaths on east and
west sides, flowers on south panels

Raised Vault or Box Tomb
Concrete
Sunken
Biological Growth
Good
If cracking to vault top occurs it could cause damage to the entire
grave vault due to water intrusion and plant growth
Small sapling growing directly south of vault edge

M21 looking northwest

M21 looking west, detail on eastern end of vault

M21 looking east, detail on western end of vault

M21 looking north, detail on southern side of vault

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION
CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OF
DESCRIPTION

M22

E/W
Other – Cinder Blocks
Concrete
Good
Could be buried and lost
Unclear if these mark a grave or are related to something else.
Blocks are lined up in east west orientation parallel with M21 just to
the south

M22 looking southeast, overview of area

M22 looking east

M22 detail of cinder block

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OF
DESCRIPTION

M23 overview looking west

M23

Whiteware vase/pitcher with decal rose design and embossed
decoration
E/W
Headstone (no base)
Surface Find/Grave Offering
Concrete
Out of Plumb
Biological Growth
Fallen
Poor
Broken pieces could be lost, further breakage to headstone could
occur
Glass plate from temporary marker also nearby

M23 detail of ceramic vessel base

M23 overview looking east
M23 detail of ceramic vessel body

M23 headstone looking east

M23 over head view

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OF
DESCRIPTION

M24 over head view

M24

1936
“1936” inscribed along top of stone
Glass window

E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Concrete
Glass
Fallen
Broken
Sunken
Poor
Covered with soil and roots
Glass window is broken but fragments are still present. Marker
looks structurally sound but is knocked over

M24 overview looking east

M24 view looking southeast

M24 glass window detail

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE

MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OF
DESCRIPTION

M25
Bulah Brunson
7/12/1891
9/29/1927
MOTHER/BULAH BRUNSON/July 12, 1891/Sept. 29, 1927

Dead tree within grave space
E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Curbing
Base for urn at foot of grave
Marble
Headstone shifted on base
Sunken
Biological Growth
Good
Dead tree stump, headstone could get knocked over if detached
from base

M25 overview looking west

M25 looking west, showing headstone, curbing,
and urn base

M25 headstone looking west

M25 looking south
M25 headstone looking east

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OF
DESCRIPTION

M26 looking west

M26
Mamie Lou Dixon
8/26/1925
DIXON//MAMIE LUE DIXON/DIED AUG 26 1925/AGE 26/GONE
TO REST
Dove on top of headstone
Can
E/W
Headstone (single base/tab in slot)
Concrete
Out of Plumb
Cracked
Biological Growth
Fair
Continued cracking could break headstone

M26 looking southwest

M26 detail view of headstone
HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION

CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OF
DESCRIPTION

M27

Edge of concrete slab fragment
Concrete
Sunken
Broken
Biological Growth
Poor
Almost completely buried
Unclear if this is part of a marker or not

M27 looking east

M27 looking east

M27 detail

HEADSTONE NUMBER
NAME(S) OF INTERRED
BIRTH DATE
DEATH DATE
INSCRIPTION
OTHER DECORATION ON
MARKER
ASSOCIATED GRAVE GOODS
ASSOCIATED PLANTINGS
ORIENTATION
MARKER TYPE
MATERIALS
EXISTING CONDITION
CONDITION RATING
THREATS
OTHER COMMENTS OF
DESCRIPTION

M28
Joseph Johnson
1/7/1939
JOSEPH JOHNSON/FLORIDA/PVT 16 ENGRS/ JANUARY 7 1939
Cross

E/W
Military Issue Marker
Temporary Funeral Home Marker
Marble
Metal
Sunken
Buried
Fair
Completely buried
This grave marker was found using a probe, then soil was carefully
removed to reveal buried headstone and temporary grave marker

M28 view of marble Military Marker facing west

M28 view of marble Military Marker and
Temporary Funeral Home Marker facing west

